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MARRIAGE. 


On the 12th of February, 1896, at the French 
Consulute, San - Francisco, and afterwards at the 
residence of the bride, 1,216, Cieary Street, by Justice 
Cook, JceLEs Rescsat, of the I. M. Customs, China, 
second son of the lute Jean Remusat, of Shanghii, 
to Epwa, only daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. SANGER, 
of Shanghai, China. 

DEATHS. 

At Yokohama, on the 26th March, 1896, Partipr 
BeRNHARD SCHMACKER, aged 44 yeurs. 804 

At Nagasaki, on the 17th of Murch, 1896, Mrs. 
Saray EyazaABetH Hasketl, of Boston, Muss., 
relict of the late Geo. L. Haskell. 


a 


ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The French mail of the 28th February 
! . arrived, per M. M. steamer Saghalien, on the 
28th March (29 days). 


EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


From the Mercury we learn that work began 
on the ‘Tientsin-Peking railway on the 15th 
March. 


Plague cases continue te occur at Hongkong 
at the rate of about -a-dozen per day. 
Patienta are now permitted to leave for Canton 
ander officia] regulations. 
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i It is reported at Canton that Wuchow is to 
| be opened as a treaty port at the end of April, 
| but we are not in a position to say whether the 


3 | report is well founded or not. 


The Hon. C. P. Chater’s letters to the 
Governor ou the extension of the frontiers of 
Hongkong have been published in the annual 

‘ report of the China Association. 


| It. ix stated that the Japanese authorities have | 


; decided to construct a railway line between 
| Kelung and Anping, a distance of 260 miles, at 


g ' an estimated outlay of 10,000,000 yen. 


Notices have been posted at Canton inciting 
| to an anti-foreign riot in consequence of the 
introduction of a scheme of harbour regulation 
and control of the boat traffic on the river. 


An order has been issued to the Governor of 
Kwangsi to take ‘prompt steps for the con- 
struction of a railway to connect with the 
| French railway from Phulangthuong to Langson. 


The Secretary of the Punjom Mining Co., 
Limited, advises us that he has received the 
following cable from the manager at the mine:— 
“The output for March will probably be 
600 ozs.” 


The N. Y. K. steamér Tosa Maru, which has 
been put on the line to Europe, is to receive a 
subsidy from the Japanese Government of 
about $90.000 per voyage, which will pay for 
the coal she consumes. 


It is reported that Sir Robert Hart is about 
to make a tour of the treaty purts and light- 
houses. 
indifferent and a voyage has been recommended 
by his medical advisers. 


We are informed that the new Chinese 5 per 
cent. sterling loan will probably be issued in 
London on the 31st March, closipg on the Ist 
April. Issue price 98}. 
inscribed at the Bank of England. 


Li Hung-chang is a passenger for Europe by 
the present mail. He declined to land at Hong- 
kong, giving as his reason fear of the plague, 
but it is believed that the consciousness of his 
unpopnlarity amongst the Southern Chinese 
and fear of a hostile demonstration may have 
influenced him in his decision. The Governor 
had made preparations to entertain His Ex- 
cellency at Government House. 


We are informed by the Manager of the 
Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China 
that the following telegram has been received 
from the London office :—‘ At the approaching 
meeting of shareholders of this Bank the direc- 
tors will recommend a dividend for the past 
chalf year at the rate of nine (9) per cent. per 
annum free of income tax, which makes 8 per 
cant. per annum for 1895, and carry to reserve 
fond £25,000." The latter will then stand 
at £350,000. 


His health has lately been rather’ 


The" loan will be. 


says :—The negotiations at Peking concerning 
the Japan-China Commercial Treaty proceed 
very slowly. One-fourth of the Treaty has not 
yet been completed. It is rumoured hore that 
the Japanese plenipotentiary has given way ‘on 


many points with the hope of coming toa settle- | 


ment. 


The China Gazctte says :—We learn on good 
authority that the China Merchants S. N. 
Company will pay 20 per cent. to shareholders 
for the year 1895. The dividend will be paid 
in hard cash in afew days. This is encouraging 
to local shipping enterprises working in the 
same field and no doubt the recent rise of the 
Indo-China Go.'s sorip is due to similar great 
expectations as to the result of the past year's 
working, which, judging by the C. M. Co.’s 
performance, ought to be the best on record. 


The sanitary measures being carried ont in 
Hongkong have led toa great number of women 
and children leaving the colony and the diminu- 
tion in the attendance at the: schacls has been 
officially brought to the notice of the Govern- 
ment by the school managers. The exodus is 
caused partly by dislike to the cleansing 
operations and honse to house visitation them- 
selves and partly by thefact that the requirements 
as to air space in dwellings now insisted upon 
has raised the price of lodging accommodation 
to such an extent that the poorer classes of 
workmen cannot afford to keep their families 


in the colony. 


An Osaka journal observes that the need for 


more docks in Japan is being increasingly ~ 


felt. There are only two private dockyards in 
the country, namely at Kobe aud Nagasaki. 
The Yokosuka docks are only open to privately 
owned vessels by special permission of the 
Government. With the release of the tran- 
sports, both the private dockyards are full; and 
shipowners have to possess their souls in 
patience or send their vessels to Hongkong for 
repair. In connection with this subject it 
may here be remarked that docks are projected 
for Yokohama, Uraga, Hakodate, Awaji, 
Osaka, Kobe (extension of Kawasaki), Nagasaki 
(extension of Mitsu Bishi), and Toba.—Kube 
Chronicle. - 


An Imperial decree has been received at 
Shanghai, we learn from the Mercury ordering- 
adequate honours to be bestowed upon the late- 
Liu Ming-chuan, for many years Governor of 
Formosa. He is to be made a Grand Guardian 
of the Heir-Apparent and is to have a post- 
humons name, his achievements during his 
campaign are to be kept om record in tho 


Academy of National History, where his ser- . 


vices have been most notable; temples aro 
to be erected for his,worship, his elder son is to 
be made a Ku-jen, with permission to compets 
for higher honours at the cosmopolitan e6x- 
amination at Peking every three years; his 
second xon is to be made a Secretary to one. of 
the Boards, an official of the fifth rank, and his 


grandson is to have official rank-of the’ same _ 


order. = 


THE LEKIN QUESTION AND 
IMPOR’ DUTIES. 
—_—_»—__—— 

When Li Huxe-cHanc passes through 
Hongkong the Chamber of Conimerce, or 
the China Associstion, or individual mer- 
chants, may possibly seek an opportunity of 
laying before His Excellency their views as | 
to the extension of foreign trade and inter- | 
course with China. We believe, toa, that | 
one of the pleasures to which His Fxe-llency | 
looks forward in connection with his trip to | 
Europe is an interview with Lord Santspury 
and an interchange of views with that dis 
tinguished statesman. In order that these 
conferences may lead to useful practical 
results it is necessary that came method 
should be observed, and it would he well, 
we think, if the Chamber of Commerce or 
the China Association, or both, were to lay 
before Lord Savissury their views 
to what is really required, taking advan- 
tnge at the same time of Li's passage 
through Hongkong to themselves urge 
those views upon His Excellency. The 
first desideratum to be urged is the entire 
sweeping away of lekin snd the granting of 
full liberty to foreigners fo tirade in’ the 
interior, There ix a prowing fecling amongst 
merchants, we lelicve, that they would 
gladly assent to some increase in the import 
duty if in return lekin charges were come 
pletely abolished. The change would he to 
the advantage of the Chinese Goverment ax 
well as to that of foreigners, for the lekin 
collectorate is a most wasteful institution 
and of the large swims yearly collected by it 
but a small driblet becomes available for 
bona fide public purposes, most of the money 
being lost by. peculation, ‘The Chinese 
Government was reported — sonie time 
ago to have itself hecume convinced of the 
wastefulness of the Jekin system, and 
although we have little confidence in any 
spontaneous reform taking place in the coun- 
try it is possible that the Government might 
be found at present.in a humour to yield to 
judicious representations made by foreign 
Governments on the subject if coupled with 
the offer of substantial collateral advantages. 
The difficulty in asseuting to any increase 
of the import duty, however, is the want of 
confidence in the integrity of the Central 
Government and in its ability, even if the 
wish existed, to prevent the provincial 
officials levying illegal squeezes under 
another name to make up for the loss of 
lekin, in which case there would be no com- 
pensating advantage for the increase in the 
The question therefore is 


as 


import duty re ig 
whether any fuarantee could be established |- 


$or the honest carrying out of the agreement 
if one were arrived at. The Opium Agree- 
ment has worked satisfactorily and affords 
some primd facie reason to believe that foreign 
goods in general miglit under appropriate 
conditions be protected from all illegal 
levies. An understanding that in tl e cvent 
of the agreement being violated by the 
Chinese the increased import duties should 
forthwith cease to be payable by foreigners 
would in itself form a material guarantee 
and would ensure the Peking Government's 
keeping a check on the provincial Govern- 
ments, as it has done in the case of the 
Opium Agreement, in connection with which 
it has on more than one uccasion had to 
iasue peremptory orders to its satraps 
to restrain their squeezing propensities. 
Another guarantee might be the zppoint- 
ment of Consuls to reside in the interior 
and the granting of permission to foreigners 
to establish theniselves in business wherever 
they desired. i’ractically the sume sugges 
tion has been made by the Shanghai 
Branch of the Chine Association, which, 
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; “suggested in the preceding paragraph and 
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in a letter to the parent Association dated | ‘‘ question, has a much wider significance, 
the 10th April last, wrote as follows :— “and would in the event of war no.doubt 

“Experience has demonstrated that the | “become an important factor in connection 
“opening of certain ports in China to| “with the large commercial’ interest “at-; ne 


“ foreign trade hag been eminently beueficial |“ taching to the different _otreaty ports 


“tothe country at large. It is, therefore, | ‘throughout China.”. The, first of Mi. 
“suggested that all ‘British subjects shall | Cuater’s letters is dated as_far.,bagk..as_ 


‘have the right to reside in any part of the 
“country, and to trade and establish them- 
“selves in such places -as they may select, 
‘under such regulations as may be found 
“ necessary, . 

“The extcnsion of commercial intercourse 


November, 1894, but ifs arguments:are as 
sound to-day as tho day they were penned. 
His sccond letter is dated the 16th Septem- 
her, 1895, and its special object was to 
call His Excellency’s attention to, and 
to ask him to. urge upon Her Majesty’s 
Governnient, the immense importance of 
taking advantage of the very favourable - 
circumstances that existed at that moment 
for obtaining from the Chinese Government 
the trifling extension of territory so urgently 
needed. ‘Che special circumstances alluded. 
to ware the demands to be made upon China 
for satisfaction in respect of the Kucheng 
massacre. On the 5th December the homie © 
Association as te to the effect that. the 
views of the Hongkong Branch had been 
clearly laid before Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and that the strategic importance of 
the position was unquestionably appreciated, 
though the assurance that it could be 
promptly occupied in case of need, and an 
impression of the cost of immediate fortifica- 
‘tion, might indispose the authorities to 
perceive the urgency, which is more apparent 
to the community of Hongkong. ~ 

In another column we reproduce the first 
of Mr. CuaTer’s letters, to which we would 
invite our readers’ attention. It is‘an ex- 
cellently written and well reasoned letter 
and the hon. gentleman merits the thanks 
of the public for the service he has rendered. 
The abstract importance of the extension he - 
advocates appears to be recognised, according 
to the reply of the home Association, but the 
cost of -furtification and the asstirance that 
the territory could be promptly occupied 
in ease of need “may indispose the autho- 
 rities to perceive the urgency; which is more 
“ apparent to the community of Hongkong:” 
This, then, is the point to which attention — 
-must be now directed, to convince the Govern- 
ment of the urgency of the question. As Mr. 
CHATER truly says, it is a case of now or 
never, or sit least it is one in which delay may 
be dangerous, Certainly no more fuvourable 
time than the present will ever occur. for 
making the demand for the rectification of 
opr boundaries. We do not look for any im- 
mediate increase.in China’s strength, but it is 
well within the bounds of possibility that 
twenty years hence she may bein a very dlif- 
ferent position from that she occupies 
to-day, and she might be proportionately 
less inclined to- entertain overtures on the 
subject; moreover, she might .form al- 
liances inimical to British interests, and 
her opposition to our request might receive 
the support of her allies. If, therefure,. the 
abstract importance of.securing a rectification _ 
of the frontiers is recognised the sooner 
practical effect is given to it the better. As 
to the cost of fortification, it may be pointed 
out that, so far as the extension on the 
Kowloon side is concerned, the new tefritory ' 
to be incorporated in the colony's posses- 
sions would under British rule probably 
become an important industrial centre 
yielding a not inconaiderable revenue, which 
would contribute its pércentage to the mili- 
tary contribution. As to leaving the occu-' 
pation until an actual emergency, arose, we 
might find then that we were forestalled by 
some one else, or unexpected difficulties 
might be thrown in the way. The time of, 
peace is the time.to prepare for War, and, 
in the present iustance, the iniportyice 
of preparaiion is easily perceivable, fir 
when hastilities actuals broke vat there 


“the better enforcement of trade regulations 
“will render distinctly advantageous the 
“creation of a Board of Control with 
“appropriae authority. For this purpose 
“ Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Shanghai 
“should be appointed Superintendent of 
“ British trade in China; and, in conjune- 
“tion with a Commissioner appointed by 
“the Chinese Government, be empowered 
“to compel chservance of, and ensure the 
‘enjoyment of privileges conferred by, the 
“provisions of the commercial treaty. ‘The 
“perfurmance of this duty by the British 
‘“Consul-General would be entirely at vari- 
“ance with the exercise by him of judicial 
“functions as Chief Justice or Assistant 
“Judge of the Supreme Court of Great 
Britain in China. The separation of the 
“two offices would, therefore, be imperative. 

“To secure the harmonious working of 
“the comunercial treaty and the safety of 
“nersonand property of British subjects under 
“the extended privilege of travel and resi- 
“dence, und to exercise an efficient check 
“upon corruption and mal-administration 
“on the part of Chinese provincial and 
“district officials, a necessity would arise for 
“the appointment of additional British con- 
“ cular officers, to reside at the seat of Gov- 
‘comment of cach province; to he endowed 
“with special power to act in the interests of 
British commerce, and to be in continuous 
“communication with and under the dirée- 
‘tion of the Superintendent of British trade 
“an Shanghai.” 

It is possible that under some such system 
as that suggested in the abuve extract it 
might be deemed reasonably safe to assent 
toan inerease in the import duty on the 
condition that Iekin and octroi of all de- 
scriptions were entirely abolished. 


THE EXTLNSION OF THE 
COLONY’S Bt. UNDARIES. 
. —_—e——_ 

One of the appendices to the annual report 
of the China Association contains the cor- 
respondence with reference to the proposed 
extension of the boundaries of Hongkong. 
On the 20fh September, 1895, the Hong- 
kong Branch telegraphed to the General 
Committee :—“ China Association much 
“pleased with the position taken by Prime 
“Minister regarding Kucheng massacre. 
“Hope settlement come to will include 
“extension boundaries Hongkong and upen- 
“ing West River.” On the 25th September 
this was followed by a letter, enclosing two 
letters addressed by the Hon. C, P. CHaTER 
to the Governor, to which the attention of 
the home Association was called, with the 
remark that “some such extension as 
“proposed by Mr. CATER has, iu the 
“opinion of both naval and military 
“experts, become essential for the pro-. 
“tection of Imperial and Colonial in- 
“terests, and officers of both services have 
“at different times during recent ycars 
“ advocated the adoplion of such a aneasure, 
“The colony's strength as a naval aud mili- 
“tary position, thongh primarily a lucal’ 
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‘would be little time to make the neces- | home a League lias been formed, the well 


sary roads to facilitate the movement 
of our troops and enable a small force to 
keep watch both on Mirs Bay and Deep 
Bay. From every point of view, therefore. 
pean action is desirable, and the local 

ranch of the China Association wil] no doubt 


- . do its best to win Sir CLaupDE MacDona.p 


over to this way of thinking during his 
approaching pasenge through this colony on 
his way to take up his new appointment as 
British Minister at Peking. 


THE DEFENCES OF THE COLONY 
AND kOAD-MAKING. 


. — . 
It is now generally recognised that the 
defences of Hongkong have become inade- 


_ quate, having regard to the strength of the 


fleets of other nations recently maintained in 
these waters and the facility with which a 
large body of troops might be lan:led on the 
south side of the island. When the last 
outcry was made on the same subject, some 
ten or twelve years ago, attention was given 
to the representations made and the defences 
were increased, but this was followed by a 
doubling of the military contribution. That 
was rather calculated to damp the zeal of 
the colonists in the good cause, fOr if an 
agitation for placing the colony in an effi- 
cient state of defence were to be held as 
equivalent to an agitation for donbling the 
military contribution it would not be likely 
to find favour with the taxpayers. Ulti- 
mately the United Kingdom ia responsible 
for the safety of the colony, or, if the island 
should temporarily fall into an evemy’s 
hands, for securing theindemnificatiou of the 
in| abitants when the final settlement comes 
to be made ; and under the old arrangement 
it might be urged that if the home Govern- 
ment was so blind us to neglect the defences 
that was their affair, not ours, if we were to 
be mulcted in huge sums for opening their 


been arrived at which, if not altogether 
satisfactory in principle and still wanting 
some adjustment as «a matter of account, 
nevertheless practically does away with the 
conflict of interests. ‘Ihe colony has to pay 
to the home Government seventeen and a 
half per cent. of its revenue whitever hap- 
pens and it is now at liberty to egitate for 
an efficient defensive service without any 
fear that the agitation will lead to an 
increase in the military contribution. 


known Navy League, with the object of 
keeping the nation alive to the importance 
of maintaining its naval supremacy. It 
seems to us that in Hongkong there exists 
even greater necessity for the formation of 
a Colonial Defence League to keep pro- 
minently in view of the Government our 
local requi:ements ; unless, indeed, the work 
may he safely left to the China Association, 
which has already actively interested itself 
in the question of securing an extension of 
the colony's boundaries. 

But, over and above the means of defence 
for which we must look to the army andnavy, 
there is one matter in which the colony can 
help itself, contributing at the sane time to 
the increased efficiency of the garrison and 
to internal development. We refer to the 
improvement of the existing means of |’ 
conimunication by the opening up of new 
roads and the introduction of tramways. 
Suppose, for instance, that an attack in the 
neighbourhood of Telegraph Bay were 
signalled and after the bulk of the garrison 
had been sissembled there it was discovered 
that it was only a feint and that the real 
attack was being made at the eastern end, 
a tramway would be of invaluable assistance 
in facilitating the movement of troops. The 
tramway question, however, must be left in 
abeyance until the completion of the Praya 
Reclumation, when we will have good roads 
permitting of the construction of a tramway 
from Kenuedytown to Quarry Bay, to be’ 
extended ultimately, it is to be hoped, to the 
south side of the island. In the meantime 
the question of hill roads ought to receive 
attention. It is important that Victoria 
Gap,. Magazine Gap, Wanchai Gap, and 
Wongneichong Gap should be in easy con: 
munication so that in the event of an attack 
by land the defending force might be able 
to move freely from one to the other as 
oceasion might require. From Victoria Gap 
to Wanchai Gap there is already a service- 
able road, but un the south side of the hill 
and open tu the fire uf the enemy’s ships. 
From a military point of view a road on 
the north side, out of range from the 
south, would possess great advantages 
und it would, moreover, be valuable for 
municipal reasons, opening up as it 
would) new building sites and bringing 
the existing houses at Magazine Gap into 
communicztion with the Peak tram. We 
kuow the profit that resulted to the colony 


prevalent, that under such conditions it is 
a wise sil? to close the schools, and that the~ 
parents of the children are if anything to be 
commended for removing their children to 
what they consider places of comparative 
safety. The advisability of closing schools - 
is, however, a moot point. The question 
was considered during the epidemic of-1894 
and it was then decided that the Govern- 
ment schools should be kept open as long as 
there was any attendance at all, the main 
argument in favour of that course being, we 
believe, that it was better for the childr.n 
to spend their days in the healthy atmos- 
phere of the schools than at their own homes 
or running wild.in the streets; but it is 
clearly a wise step for those parents who 
can afford to do so to remove their children 
altogether beyond the reach of infection. 

It is alleged, however, that the exodus of 
women and children from the colony is 
caused, not so much by fear of the plague as 
by the sanitary nieasures that are being 
enforced by the Government. There 
appears to be an impression amongst the 
native teachers that those’ measures are 
carried out with unnecessary harshness, and 
the European school managers, while not 
directly confirming the justice of that im- 
pression, ask in effect whether anything can 
be done to modify the measures or the 
manner of their enforcement. Thevreply 
of the Secretary of the Sanitary Board and 
the Medical Officer of Health is that the 
measures being taken are essential, and that 
they are being enforced with all possible 
consideration. As to the necessity of the 
measures there can be only ove opinion. 
We have plague amongst us and every 
possible precaution must be taken to prevent 
its spread, Weare forewarned and it would» 
he criminal negligence if we were not also 
forearmed. The recollection of: what the 
colony - passed through in 1894 is still vivid 
with all of us. In that year the existence 
of the disense was not officially recognised 
until the month of May, although there ‘is 
reason to believe that it had been in existence 
in the colony for a month or two previously 
and that had measures to prevent its spread 
been adopted earlier the epidemic might 
not have assumed such alarming proportions. 
What may happen in the present year we 
cannot tell; the disease may again get a grip 
on the colony notwithstanding all the pre- 
cautions taken; but it is a manifest duty to 
neglect no possible measure to prevent it. 


As tothe complaints of unnecessary harshuess- 
in carrying out the sanitary measures de- 
cided upon, we believe there is no substantial 
ground for the complaints. That the 
cleansing operations cause a great deal of 
inconvenience and in some cases loss and 
suffering there can be no doubt; but that 
is inevitable: Where illegal cubicles 
and cocklofts haye to be torn down the 
domestic arrangements of the families oc- 
cupying the houses aré interfered with and 
to poor persons the loss of the material 
composing the partitions, which they have 
counted amongst their assets, is a considera- 
tion. The actual suffering, however, is in- 
tensified by unnecessary alarm, and Mr. 
Epr’s suggestion that a proclamation should 
be issued explaining matters to the people 
might be acted upon with advantage. All 
these things would work much moresmoothly 
if there were a better understanding and 
more sympathy between the Governnient 
and the people, and with a larger mesure of 
representation that would be secured. 

The exodus of women and children of the 
Chinese population is not caused altogether 
by unreasonable dislike to the cleansing opera- 
tions, but also by the fact that the regulations 
as to air space and the removal of cocklotty, 


It is absolutely necessary that the south 
side of the island should be defended, for 
that is now our vulnerable point. With 
the existing batteries there would be 
little chance of any hostile fieet forcing 
either the eastern or western entrance to 
the harbour, but the whole of the south side 

: of the island lies open to attack and the 
enemy’s ships would be able to shell the 
various hill passes so as to render them un- 
tenable by the defending force. The way 
would then be open for the enemy’s lund 
forces to descend upon the town and to at- 
tack the forts at Lyemun and Belchers from 
the rear. We may suppose that it would 
not be quite a walk over for the enemy and 
that even withour existing means we would 
be able to interpose various obstacles to 
the carrying out of the above programme. 
Nevertheless the colony cannot consider itself 
secure until it has forts on the south side of 
thé island capable of engaging any hostile 
fleet which might be approaching with the 
object of landing troops. On the Kowloon 
side the possession of the territory between 
Mirs Bay and Deep Bay is essential. These 
are matters of the utmost n.ement to the 
colony and which ought to be agitated with 
‘ali the force’ of which it is capable. Af 


from Mr. Price’s activity in making hill 
roads and similar results might he expected 
if the activity were renewed under the pre- 
sent administration of the Public Works 
Department. 


THE EXODUS OF CHINESE AND 
OVERCHKOWVING. 


—_—_>—_—_—— 

The exodus of Chinese from the colony in 
consequence of the plague and of the sanitary 
measures taken to eradicate the disease 
has caused a diminution in attendance 
at the various: schools of the colony, 
and on Thursday the matter came before 
the Sanitary Board in that connection. 
Incidentally the question of housing the 
poorer classes was introduced. ‘The latter 
point poses the greater practical import- 
ance, but it will be convenient first to notice 
the other. It is natural that the managers 
of. schools. should view with regret the 
diminution in the attendance, as this 
retards education. and also interferes with 
the grauts earned. On the other hand 
the Secretary of the Sanitary Board 
in his minute says that in most coun- 
tries school attendince diminishes when a 
violent infectious disease is known’ to -be 
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ete., have,asthe Rev. T. W.Prarce remarks 
‘in his letter, rendered impossible family life 


greater cost of house accommodation ; men 
remain, but their families depart. 
Pearcr suggests that the time has come 
when the Government should consider’ the 
question of housing the working classes, and 
Mr. Eve and the Acting Captain Superin- 
tendent’ of Police concur with him. The | 


relief would be the opening up of the castern 
aud western districts by bringing them into 
easy communication with the centre of the 
town by means of tramways. 


THE PEKING-HANKOW hAILWAY. 
oe 

That China will some day have a railway 
system of her own can hardly he doubted, 
but it is equally certain that, if the Chinese 
are left to make them, it will he a very long 
time indeed before even the first two or three 
trunk lines are constructed, Several yverrs 
have passed since the scheme for a trunk 
line to connect the capital with the great 
cities of Central China and Canton formally 
received the Imperial sanction, but it ts 
problematic whether this line would have 
been commenced during the expiring CouluLy 
had not the castigation administered hy 
Japan somewhat stirred the sluggish pulses 
of the Peking mandarins. The result, after 
rouch tore deliberation and fresh edicts, 1s 
that work was actually commenced on the 
TientsinePeking Railway on the 15th Mareh, 
and an edict has been issued ordering the 
construction af the Peking-Hankow Rail-! 
way. | 


Jtis true that the funds for the latter | 
do not appear to have, as yet, been cither 
aubseribed or even guarnuteed, but it is | 
tolerably clear thet the Peking Government 
have reusun tu believe they will be forth | 
coming, and in that cise the line will even | 
tually be built. In this edict it is stated 
that a Taotai named Hsu Yin ‘Ts taxa, a} 
native of Kwangtung, a man of energy aud | 
ability, has infurmed the fmperial Gayern- | 
ment that he has already obtsined praniises | 
of capital to the extent of more than ten | 
million taels, and he is accordingly appointed 
manager and instructed to find capitalists ; 
to subscribe to the railway among uative | 
merchauts and others. Judging from this 
docuinent, a translation of which has been 
published hy a Shanghai contemporary, it 
would seem as though the scheme is in a 
fair way to become an accomplished fact 
unless the higher officials, jealous of 
the power and opportunity to squeeze 
conferred upon Het, intervene to baulk the 
enterprise and upset his plans. 

The prospectus of the proposed railway 
is also given by our contemporary, and is 
essentially Chinese in style. The share- 
holders, who are to be drawn from the mer- 
cautile elass, are to subscribe the cutire 
capital, and the Government will incur no 
responsibility in case of loss. The capital of 
the Railway Compuny is to be fixed at Ts. 
30,000,000, divided into shares of Tls. 100 
each, but presumably the Company would 
be at liberty to increase this if found in- 
sufficient, though there is no provision for 
the issue of debentures. AJl the expeuses of 
the railway are to be borne by the Conpauy, 
and they will not be required to render au 
account thereof to the Government, It is 
noteworthy that a special clause in the 
prospectus provides fur immunity from 
official interference. It reads as fullows :-— 
“ The officials sl:z.11 not appoint deputies or 
“weiyuens, -aud thus make unnecessary 
“expense.” This looks rather as though 
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| 
on the same scale as before; owing to the | 


Mr. !the compilation of this prospectus. 


question is a large one, but must he dealt 
with soon. One of the greatest measures of 


C 


some merchants who have had experience of 
the way the Tamchow and Taiyushan Mines 
were saddled with the salaries of useless 
and squeezing weiyuens had had a voice in 
It is 
agreed by. the Government that the land 
required for| the track and for stations, 
yards, sheds} &c., if public land shall be 
surrendered to the Company, and land which 
ix private property shall be acquired by 
purchase at a price to be fixed by the 
officials. The Jand thus obtained by the 
Company will be required to pay the usual 
land tax only, but will be exempt. from 
other charges or taxes, The rolling stock 
of the Company, as well as all building 
and other materials required, are, ‘after 
importation,! to be free of Jekin and 
other duties. The director and sub- 
director of the Compauy are to be selected 
hy the shareholders from among those hold- 
ing the largest amount of stock. All matters 
requiring dixcussion are to be brought before 
the shareholders at their meetings. From 
the foregoing it will be apparent that the 
projectors of the Company have stipulated 
for freedom from official interference, and 
the power to manage and work the line as a 
business enterprise, 
could Mr. Hist’ or:anyone else extract the 
money frem the purses of Chinese merchants, 
They know too well that, if the officials 
obtained the management, there would by 
no possibility be any profits to divide, and 
hat the scrip would soon be valueless. 

sut_ though the Government have made 
these imporgant concessions to the Company, 
probably bevause there was no choice uuless 
they made; it, a State undertaking and 
furnished the capital from the Imperial 
treesury, they have taken care to insert 


y same stipulitions which plainly indicate the 


inatives Which impelled them to sanction the 
project. ‘This one clause of the prospectus 
provides that “in ease of war, for the time 
“heing, the road shall be at the exclusive 
disposal of the officials, and all other traffic 
“shall, if necessary, yield to this, and the 
“interest om the capital and all the wages of 
“the employés, and the cost ‘of coal, Ke., 
“shall be paid for such time by the Govern- 
‘Gnent.” It is also stipulated that all des- 
patches from the different provinces, and all 
memorials shill be carried free of charge. 
This is not Af ver onerous condition; but 
the one that fdllows, namely, that in time of 
war all soldiers and military stores, «e., 
shall be carried at half the usual rates,. is 
more serious. The Contpany, however, will 
hope for the preservation of peace, and will 
therefore not lay too much stress on the 
likelihood of the railway being converted 
into a military one. The existing line from 
Tientsin to Taku and Shan-hai-kwan suffers 
to a considerable extent from the privileges 
accorded to soldiers aud officials. It is 
alleged that a great deal of trickery and 
evasion is {practised by these gentry, who 
frequently jnduce other passengers to travel 
as their setvants or dependents and to pay 
them a reduced fare instead of taking an 
ordinary ticket at starting. ~ But the Com- 
pany to bé formed to construct the Grand 
Trunk Railway may possibly be~able to 
prevent these impositions. The fourteenth 
clause of the prospectus contains a condition 
the importance of which we should have 
thought ought to have induced the promoters 
to get it niade extremely definite instead of 
being, as it is, most indeterminate. Refer- 
ring to the question of when, if at all, the 
railway should be turned over to and become 
the property of the Government, it is laid 
down that, following the usu:.1 custom in 
other countries, it shall revert to China, Te, 
the Imperial Government, “after a definite 
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On no other conditions | 
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“term of years, to bé determined by the 
“ shareholders and approved-by the Govern- 
“ment.” Suppose, ace that the share- 
holders should name nine hundred and 
ninety-nine years as the term for which. 
tl ey consider the railway should belong to 
the Company, what would the Government 
say? It may be that the projectors have 
some understanding with the Government - 
as to the period at which the, line should 
become the property of the State, but in any 
case it would have been necessary to state 
this had the prospectus been addressed to. 
British subscribers. It is interesting to find 
it definitely: stated in the last paragraph 
that it is first proposed to construct the line 
from Hankow to Ju-koo-chiao, a few miles 
from Peking, and subsequently it will be ex- 
tended from Hankow to Canton. If the 
Government really possessed any energy they 
would build this line themselves, and com- 
mence the two sections simultaneously. But 
Peking has neither the energy nor the 
funds, and hence this admittedly important 
national work is to be entrusted to a private 
joint stock company, which may find-all 
sort of difficulties in their way, notwith- 
standing the apparent determination of the 
Government to render them assistance in 
the wark. - 


THE IMPURT TRADE OF CHINA. 
AND 1HE SILVER QUESTION. 


——_—_@———_— 

The valuable report of Mr. H. Korscn, 
the Statistical Secretary of the Imperial 
Maritime Customs, on the trade of China 
for last year gives a very encouraging view 
of the commercial position in so far as the | 
aggregate trade is concerned. The remarks 
on the import of manufactured goods from 
gold using countries may, however;. give the 
advocates of thé gold standard cause for 
reflection. Trade varies from year. to year 
according to passing circumstances and it is 
more or Jess unsafe to draw definite .con- 
clusions from the limited data afforded by a’ 
comparison of one particular year with its 
predecessor, but when we extend the com- 
purison over a decade and find a persistent 
tendency in one direction we may with some 
coufideuce pursue an inquiry into the cause. 
Mr. Korscu takes seven leading lines of 
cotton goods and shows by figures that there - 
has been an annual shrinkage in their 
import of over aiillion pieces per annum” 
during the five years 1891-95 as compared 
with the previous nve years. This is assigned 
to the increased silver cost, the advance 
during the decade being over twenty-seven 
percent. This increase in the cost of foreign 
goods has stimulated the hand weaving 
industry to an cnormous extent, and a 
“remarkuble expansion is observable in the - 
“demand for Nankeens, which are required 
“by .Chinese labourers abroad, who ‘how 
“find it as cheap to buy this more durable 
“homespun cloth ds the flimsy European 
“ fibrics so enhanced in price by the appre- 
“ ciation of gold. - This explanation accounts 
“fur the large shipments, which attained 
“ 36,600 piculs, valued at Hk. Tls. 1,343,000, 
“as compared with less than half that quan- 
“tity in previous years.” The same cause 
that has stimulated the hand weaving industry 
in China has also, now that the importation 
of machinery ‘has been legalised, led. to the 
establishment of fully equipped manufac- 
tories, of which Mr. Kopscnm says that 
during 1897 there will probably be eighteen 
or twenty in opération at Shanghai. It is 
true that last year there was on increase 
in the demand for imported cottons, 
and as the decline in exchange scens to 
have ccme to 2n end and the rate is now 
mare likely to rise than to fal nc ney Wik 
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for a cofitinued improvement in-the demand 
for those classes of goods which China is 
unable to supply herself with., Equilibrium 
between the relative purchasing powers in 
the East and the West! of gold and silver 
respectively will iz course of time be re- 
established by natural causes. Until recently 
adollar in China possessed practically the 
. same value as it had had since time immemor- 
ial, whereas in the West its value had been 
diminished by one half; but there seems 
now to be some indication that silver is 
falling in China, whereas it is rising again in 
Europe, and a common value will no doubt 
in course of time be arrived at. In the 
meantime the temporary dislocation has 
given an immense impetus to manu- 
facturing industry in Asia, with a per- 
manent logs to Europe of a valuable trade 
in various staples. Some compensation for 
this is to be found in the increased 
trade in machinery, and, with the further 


opening up of China the aggregate value of 


her foreign trade, both in imports and ex- 
ports is bound to increase. 
{r. Kopsca’s has a special interest for us 


in the South, now that we are on the eve of 


the establishment of steam navigation on the 
West River. The paddy crop in Kwang- 
tung last year was a small one and food 
stuffs had to be largely imported to supply 


' - the deficiency. A propos of this Mr. KopscH 


says:— That the province of which Canton 
‘“‘ig the capital can pay over twenty-five 
“ million taels for food products without any 
“ unusual distress or scarcity being heard of 
“ speaks marvels for the resources of South 
“China,” 


SUPREMt COURL. 
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25th March. 


CRIMINAL SESSIONS. 


Berore Hon. W. M. Goopman (ACTING 
CHIEF JUSTICE.) 


_ THEFT BY A QUARTERMASTER. 

Mahomed Said was charged with stealing 
$160 belonging to William Wodney, chief 
officer of the Tsinan. . 

Hon. H. KE. Pollock (Acting Attorney- 
General) prosecuted, and the prisoner, who 
pleaded not guilty, was undefended. 

The following jury tried the case—Messrs. 
J.B. E. Silva, O. Ribeiro, G. W. G. Harling, 
J. A. Remedios, R. T. Wright, F. C. Wilford, 
and K. A. Silva. ¢ 

Before the evidence was heard his Lordship 
_ spoke ubout the non-attéendance of the witnesses 
in the case on the first day of the sessions. 
They had been bound over to appear at the 
sessions, but when the Court assembled it was 
stated that the witnesses had gone away: to 
Australia in the Tsinan and would not be back 
until yesterday ; consequently the case had to 
..be adjourned. His Lordship, addressing the 
chief officer, said that some judges would have 
estreated the recognizances of the witnesses, 
and it must be clearly understood that 
people had no right to leave the colony when 
they were bound over to appear as witnesses. 
Tf an application had been made to his Lord- 
ship he would certainty have allowed the wit- 
nesses to leave, but it was not respectful to the 
Court todeave without permission. -The chief 
officer had no doubt acted unintentionally, 
and his Lordship hoped the warning would “be 
borne in mind in future. 7 

The prisoner was a: quartermaster on the 
Tsinan and on the voyage from Australia to 
Hongkong the chief officer missed $160 from 
his cash box, which was locked in a drawer in 
Lis cabin. his was on the 6th February and 
it turned out that -a boy had seen the prisoner 
_ put his hand into the drawer and he afterwards 
- changed some of the notes into sterling. 

Prisoner was found guilty and his Lordship 
sent him to gaol for two years with hard 
. labo 


ur. : 
This conclnded the business of the sessions. 


One remark of 
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26th March. 
: 


In BANKRUPTCY. 
a 


. GoopMAN (ACTING 
UBTICE). 


Berore Hon W. 
CHIEF 


RE EDWARD FRANK-BIRCHAL. 

This was an application for discharge. Mr. 
E. J. Grist appeared ee the bankrupt. 

His Lordship—In this case the debtor ap- 
plies for his discharge jin accordance with the 
order of the Court fixing to-day for the hearing 
of his application. The debtor was adjudicated 
bankrupt on the 6th‘ ultimo. His liabilities 
appear from his statement of affairs to amount 
to some $16,000, but erpditors have only sent in 
proofs to the amount gf $9.000, and his assets 
as realised up to the present time amount to 
something under $1,800. The debtor appears 
to have started in business in Hongkong in 
July, 1894. He states he then had goods 
of.the value of $1Q)0@consigned to him by 


Villa y Lopez of Barcelona. These goods 
were disposed of in Manila, but at a 
loss. His business ‘ seems to have been 


carried on most unsuccessfully, and he filed his 
petition on the 17th. of December last. It 
would seem therefore that his financial pasitio. 
on that date was some $24,000 worse than when 
he started business :the previous year. He 
attributes his failure to the necessary expenses 
incidental to the starting of a new. business and 
to losses on charters; the outbreak of plague in 
1894 having greatly increased his difficulties in 
establishing a new business updn a profitable 
basis. He also alleges that the publication in 
Hongkong of an express by Messrs. Villa y 
Lopez of Barcelona repudiating their connection 
with him in businessjin this colony xhattered 
all his hopes of retrievin ‘his losses. I do 
not think that in his! posifion he was justified 
in renting a house like Ravenshill at a rental 
of $100 a month and incurring family ex- 
penses for himeelf and his household of another 
$500 a month whichthe says he did incur. I 
will express no opinion, in the absence of full ex- 
planation by the Barcelona firm, as to whether the 
| publication of the express was justifiable or not. 
At all events. a person recommended to them by 
the bankrupt in Manila seems to have caused the 
Barcelona firm some heavy losses and they may, 
not unaturally, have desired promptly to close 
all business connections with the bankrupt, 
whatever the nature of those connections 
may have been. The bankrupt appears, on 
a previous occasion, to have been concerned 
in the business of Robinson and Legarda at 
Manila, which proved a failure and was liqui- 
dated in 1884. I must say that I cannot re- 
gard with satisfaction the way in which the 
business was carried on in Hongkong; but. Iam 
informed by the trustee that, since the debtor 
filed his petition, he has rendered every assist- 
ance in collecting the assets and, so far, his 
conduct has been satisfactory. Section 27 of 
the Bankruptcy Ordinance. sub-sect. «}, requires 
me either to refuse an order for his discharge 
or to suspend the operation of that order for a 
specified time, becauge it is clear that the divi- 
dend which will be paid on the proved debts 
will be much less than fifty per cent. 1un all 
the circumstances I am of opinion that the 
justice of the case will be met by suspending 
operation of the order of discharge for a period 


of six months. 


MR. JOUN KNDRLW’S CASE 
SETTLED. 
—+—__—- 

The Hongkong Telegraph publishes the fol- 
lowing extracts from letters received from Mr. 
John Andrew, which have been forwarded to our 
contemporary by a correspondent at Canton :— 

ExTRacT No. lL. 
“ Wuchow, 17th March. 

“Tam preparing jto leave. Everything has 
been settled in my favour, and I expect to sail 
for Canten on the 19th instant. It may take 
me six days to get down 1o Canton, for I have 
a lot of cargo and can't manage to charter a 
launch.” ; 

EXTRACT NO 2. 
“ Wucehow, 20th March. 

“T am leaving this on the 22nd. 
is all discharged 


with you on the morning of the 28th instant.” 
t 


I 
! 
i 
: 
i 


nd. My cargo 
d I am busy taking ina 
quantity of native opium. I shall probably be 
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| THE “FREJR” ASHORE AT CAPE 


CAMI. 
as ig es . 

Late on Sunday night Mr. A. R. Marty received 
a telegram stating that the Frejr was ashore in 
a bad position three miles from Cape Cami. 
The Frejr was chartered by Mr. Marty and was 
ona voyage from Pakhoito Hongkong. She 
left Pakhoi at five o'clock on the afternoon of 
the 27th inst. with a general cargo. No further 
details are to hand. y 


HON. C. P. CHATER ON THE EX. 
TENSION OF THE COLONY’S — 
BOUNDARLES. 


—— a 
The following is the first letter addressed by 
the Hon. C. P. Chater to the Governor on the 
above subject :— ; a 
Hongkong, 19th November, 1894. 
Srr,—At the interview with which you were © 
so good as to favour me on Thursday last, I took 
the liberty of calling your Excellency's atten- 
tion to the very limited extent of the colony’s 
territory on the opposite mainland of China; to 
the very close proximity of the Chinese boun- 
dary line to the harbour and city of Victoria and 
to the fortifications that defend both; to the 
very great danger to which, in time of war, the 
colony would, in consequence, be exposed; and 
to the very great inconveniences we suffer, even 
in time of peace; and I ventured to suggest for 
your Excellency's consideration that the present: 
was a most favourable time for obtaining, if pos- 
sible, a re-adjustment of boundaries and an ex- 
tension of territory such as would obviate these 
inconveniences and preclude these dangers in 
the future. I further suggested that your Excel- 
lency might usefully call the attention of the 
Government in England to our position; to 
the dangers attendant on it, accentuated as 
they have been by recent events in China, and 
to the opportunity now presented of improving 
that position by negotiations with the Chinese 
Government. Your Excellency was so good as 
to approve of what I said and to promise to 
forward and support any representations I 
might make to you in writing on the subject, 
and that you would be glad to have them set 
forth at length, with the reasons in support. 
had discussed the matter about a month pre- 
viously with the honourable the Acting Colo- 
nial Secretary, but only in brief; and I now 
beg to submit to your Excellency's considera- 
tion afull statement of the case as it appears 
to me, and of the many reasous that seem to 
me to concur in rendering it desirable that an 
effort should be now’ made, and a vigorous 
effort, to enlarge the boundaries of the colony, 
not for the sake of»efritory, but wholly and 
solely for the sake of its more efficient adminis- 
tration and protection. S 
First, may I remind your Excellency that if 
we were to look only at Her Majesty’s Letters 
Patent creating this colony of Hongkong, dated 
the 5th April, 1843, our boundaries ought to be 
considerably more epacious than they are. The 
boundaries of the colony of Hongkong and its 
dependencies are stated to be between 22 deg. 
9 min. and 22 deg. 21 min. North latitude 
and 114 deg. 18 min. and 114 deg. 6 min. 
East longitude. These boundaries, if laid down 
on the map, would have taken in Lamma 
Island on the south, and the opposite range of 
mountains on the north, and wouldghave left 
both sides of the Lyeemoon in our hands. How- 
ever that may have been, and whatever degree 
of importance is now to be attached to:the word- 
ing of the Letters Patent, it is clear that only 
the island of Hongkong and the smaller islets 
in close proximity to its shores were originally 
taken possession of. Until 1860 Stonecutters 
Island and the entire peninsula of Kowloon were 
Chinese territory. It did not matter much when 
the colony was of little importance and the — 
inhabitants comparatively few, and when the 
troops were armed with the old tower musket and 
cannon shot was barely a mile. Even when, in 
1860, it was thought advisable, first to lease, 
and then to acquire Kowloon, rifled cannon 
were in their infancy, ironclads were unknown, . 
and a boundary line at the foot of the opposite 
hills was thought ta.be ample for the protection 
of the city and the harbour. As late as 1878, 
when the first fortifications were erected for. 
the defence of the island, the Hunghom and ~ 


North Point batteries were supposed to bo 

sufficiently well placed to keep an enemy's fleet 

at asafe distance: from the city and from the 

shipping. No one then ever dreamed of seeing 

P a powerful fleet of Chinese ironclads anchored 
in Kowloon Bay. 

What is the position now? Our forts are on 
Stonecutters Island and in the Lyeemoon, and 
the Chinese boundary line runs through the 
middle of the Lyeemoon Pass, there only a 
quarter of a mile wide, and to within a mile of 
the Hunchom batteries, and it passes on the 
other side of Kowloon between Stonecutters 
and the mainland. The waters on the northern 
side of that line are neutral waters and open to 
the fleet of any foreign power to pass in and 
out or to concentrate an overwhelming force 
within sight and easy gunshot of our batteries 
and magazines. In time of an anticipated war 
the entrance of a French or Russian fleet 
through the Lyeemoon into Kowloon Bay, no 
matter with what intent, could not be opposed 
or resisted without a breach of the laws of 
neutrality. Of course, the neutrality of 
Chinese waters and territories would have 
under such circumstances to be disregarded, or 
else the colony .would have to be surrendered, to 
an enemy. In the present contest between 

_ Japan and China a Japanese force might law- 
fully pursue a Chinese squadron through the 
Lyeemoon Pass and engage them in Kowloon 
Bay, where every shot that missed the enemy 
would find a lodgment on British territory. In 
case of war between England and any foreign 
power, France, or Russia, or Germany, or the 
newly arrived Empire of Japan, the officers 
responsible for the defence of the colony of 
Hongkong must, as a matter of absolute 
necessity, close the whole of the Lyeemoon Pass 
to the ships of that enemy, from the moment 
there was any serious danger of war 
breaking out. They must occupy the hills on 
the mainland on the other side of the Pass, 
commanding the Lyeemoon batteries. They 
must forbid all entrance to Kowloon Bay. 
They must be prepared to oppose the appear- 
ance of troops on the hills behind Kowloon and 
Stonecutters and the erection of batteries. 
They must. watch the bays beyond those hills 
which afford easy means of access for troops 
and guus. Lamma to the south, Cow-e-chow 
to the west, and Waglan to the east, would 
have to be occupied or observed. No regard 
for Chinese neutrality could be allowed to in- 
terfere with these absolutely necessary measures 
of precaution. Would any other power at war 
with us regard or respect Chinese neutrality, 
and fail to ocenpy those points of vantage if we 
did not? Not one. 

Until the other day it was possible for us to 
suppose and say that Chinese neutrality would 
be respected ; that China was strong enough to 
compel proper respect being paid to her ter- 
ritory and to prevent it being used as a base 
of operations against us. Who will say that 
to-day she is able to compel her neutrality to 
be respected ? Chinese naval and military 

- power has crumbled away into ashes. In this 
her transition state. she has‘less real power, 
léss real fighting force than she had in 1842. 

If the possession of portions of the opposite 
mainland and complete control of the water 
approaches of the colony would be absolutely 
essential to the security of the colony against 
any European foe, how much more necessary 
against China herself. : 


China is now at her lowest ebb ; but fifty years 

hence, possibly twenty years hence, judging from 

the progress Japan has made, China will pro- 

bably be a powerful nation fully armed and 

with the skill and knowledge that will enable 

& her to make use of her vast natural strength. 

: If then the boundaries of Hongkong are no 

| more extensive than they are now, where will 

: we be with a Chinese fleet in Kowloon Bay, 

! and the hills and islands close round in Chinese 
possession? At their mercy at any moment. 

‘I pray your Excellency to put the question 

to your naval and military advisers and ask 

: them what steps they would have to take in the 

event of a threatened war with China, and what 

portions of the opposite mainland and which of 

the neighbouring islands they must take posses- 

sion of, or control, to make good the defence 

of this city and harbour and its immense 

wealth against any enemy. They will tell you, 


that possession of. the opposite range of hills to 
the north, 
would be most highly desirable. and ‘that to the 
west Great Britain, not China, should control 
-the approaches through the Cap-sui-moon. 


tiers in all these point. . War is actually raging 
between Japan and China, and no hostile opera- 
tions can be tolerated with sight of the city. 
The Lyeemoon must be closed to the fleets of 
both powers. There is always the possibility of 
war between England and any European power. 
That possibility has bécome so apparent now 
that preparations are being made to meet it. 
Those prepérations must include measures which 
will prevent the present neutral waters close 
round our jboundaries, and neutral territory, 
from being? utilised agaimet Ys. The necessity 
for an adjustment of boundaries is-being pressed 

ome. 
out, reply that she is able, even if willing, to 
enforce her rights as a neutral and to protect 
these neutral waters and territories from 
hostile aggression. The same arguments that 
prevailed in 1860 must prevail now. We, want 
now only! what we wanted then: what is 
essential to the safety of the colony. What 
was enough then has become, from the 
changes in weapons and the alterations in 
modes of warfare, wholly insufficient now, and 
we must have more. 
the naval and military authorities to say; but 
our boundaries must be so extended that city 
and harbour are absolutely out of reach of the 
sight and range of any hostile guns, and that 
we have complete command of our own waters 
from all sides. 


yield territory in absolute 
and muat give us the right of perpetual occupa- 
tion and possession of the needful extent of 
territory under some such form of engagement 
as that under which Portugal holds Macao or 
we holds Cyprus; we undertaking that it shall 
go back to China in the event of our leaving 
Hongkong. 


tention of Her Majesty's Government the im- 
mense importance from a naval and military 
point of view of availing ourselves of the oppor- 
tunity now afforded of rectifying our boundaries. 
It is a necessity of our continued existence as a 
fortress and naval station that we should do so. 
Events might happen at any moment that would 
compel 
objections, and take possession of points on 
her territory to prevent an enemy seizing them 
to our destruction. 
make an enemy of her. 
we require, and must have, by negotiations. 
There can be no better time than the present. 


I feel sure, that to the security of this island 
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asa fortress'and naval station the-possession of 
Lamma and iof all islands on the south and east 
lying closer to our shore is essential; that the 
control of both sides of the Lyeemoon and of 
Kowloon town and bay is absolutely essential ; 


f} 
‘their summits, theoretically at least, 


Now is the opportunity to rectify our fron- 


China cannot, as I have before pointed 


How much more, it is for 


If the Chinese Government will not willingly 
ession, it may 


I beg of your Excellency to press on the at- 


to disregard Chinese protests and 


To have to do so would 
Better obtain what 


And the time is now or never. However 


great the success of the Japanese to-day, how- 
ever tremendous the disgrace and humiliation 


of China, that Empire is too intrinsically 


strong, too full of resources, too patient and 
persevering to remain for any length of time 
in her present condition This Japanese war 


will be followed by a tremendous upheaval, and 
China twenty years’ hence will be another 
China from to-day. If me hr is to be done, 
it is to be done now. In fact I should like to 
see His Excellency Major-General Barker in 
possession of Kowloon and the Lyeemoon to- 
morrow, a8 doubtless he would like to be if only 
military counsels prevailed. 

Need I point out to your Excellency the im- 
mense advantages to the colony, from a purely 
civil point of view, of such an extension of ter- 
ritory as I suggest. The police of the opposite 
mainiand and of the numerous villages that lie 
along it‘at all points round the city and harbour 
would be in our hands, with what benefit to the 
peace, order, and good government of the colony 
you best know. The Kowloon gambling hells, 
pawnshops, and marine store dealers ‘would 
vanish. The Chinese Customs, with all its 
cruisers, revenue stations, revenue farmers, 
detectives, and spies would be done away with, 
and with it the constant possibility and proba- 


‘pility of troublesome disputes with the Chinese 
pdpulation would 


mandarins and people. Our 
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have room to spread; mantf 


find space ‘to plant themselves, with s 
supplies of water. 
the minor industries would take-root here. + We 

might beconie independent of Canton ak\regards - 
cattle, poultry, and vegetables: _ ‘Ins-every.:way 

the colony would benefit, and the. increas 
penditure, military and civil, would-be more:than. 
compensa 
additional safety. 


takes time to condense and sbbreviate without 
loss of force, and I am writing. under ‘pressure. 
I am sending a copy of this latter to. His 
Excellency the Major-General, and. send you 
herewith three copies that you may.be able to 
forward one, if you approve, to the Secretary of 
State by the out-going mail. ‘ 


His 


NEW HARBOUR .REGULATIONS A T 


lated from the Chung Ngoi San Po, regulations 
aro to be introduced for the control of the “boat 
traffic in the harbour of Canton. From-another 
source we learn that a 
of water police is to ; 
two or three European sergeants will be em- 

ployed. This will bea great improvement and” 
do away with much of the piracy that at present 

exists on the river, as well as ré 
traffic and go relieving the congestion that exists 
at various parts. , 


the Archer are landed occasionall: 
shore, on a vacant lot of ground on Shameen 
bordering on the canal. This, in addition ‘to 
giving the men the benefit of exercise and drill, . 
has a most salutary effect on the native popula- 
tion, 
back up any presstre 
bear by the Consul through the officials. There 
is a large traffic along the Canal Road, facing 
Shameen, and the news of the evolutions of the 
“ foreign devil soldiers ” 
the city and into the country. The clearing 
out of the canal is progressing, though only 
slowly. ‘ 


various parts of the city at Canton acl | the 
populace to and re- 
wards are offered for the heads of Europeans. 
The notices profess to be issued We the boat- 
people and are in 

bour regulations, but‘it is Ri 

who are really inciting t6 this trouble are the 
shop-people who have hired out the river. fron- 
tages and the native hotel people. 
of years many abuses and much 
atruction have sprung up, the removal of which 
is a legacy to the present. If the officers in 
charge are firm and cautious in 
remedies there need be no trouble, 
the white feather be shown 
taken there may be serious 


Poe ea 


An immense:: nuniber* 0 7 
created<ex- 
ted by the increased land revgnue and 


I apologise for the length of my letter; <It 


(Signed) C. P. CHATER. . 
Excellency Sir William — Robinson, 
K.C.M.G., Governor, &., &c., &c., Hong- 
kong. : 


—_—_—_—_—_———————— 
- CANTON. 
———__e__—_——_- 

RUMOURS OF AN ANTI-FOREIGN RISING. 


28th March. 
As will be seen from our Canton Notes trans- 


popes organised ‘force 
established -and-that _ 


gulating fhe .. 


At Canton the blue jackets and marines from 
for drill on 


which thus sees that there is force to 
that may be brought to 


is carried throughout 


Sst. March. 
We hear that notices have been up in 


rise and attack Shameen 


connection with the new har- 
posed that those 


sw 


In the course, 
harbour: ob- . 


ing out thé 
but should 


7 
or 


eigners on Shameen are of opinion that the 
British authorities should hold a company of - 
soldiers or marines in readiness for despatch to 
Canton at short notice should necessity arise. 
The Pigmy arrived at Canton on Sunday ‘after- 
noon to relieve the Archer, so that thero were : 
two British men-of-war in port at the same 
time, a thing which has not happened for many 


years. As to the regulations ‘to be ‘introdu 

for the control of the boat traffic, the pro-- 
said to be ‘an-exegllent 

that-it should: be.carried - 

out methodically. It is suggested, for instance, 
chase alot 


EDI GOT CE IEE EGS — 


April 1, 1896. | 


into. This would have the advantage of giving 
only.one section of the people to be dealt with 
at once, in case of their showing an inclination to 
resist, and as the flower boat people are the most 
tracnlent .and the least required portion of the 
community they should be given the preference 
of :béeing-first dealt with. It is repo: that they 
had to pay handsomely for the privilege of retarn- 


ing to their old haunts after the great fire which | 


destroyed: the old boats over a year ago. It 
would fiave been an easy matter to have got them 
to.adapt themselves to new quarters at that time, 
bat.the emonnt they had to pay for the privilege 
of returning to tlivir old place will probably 

’ ninke them more determined not to move now. 
To show the white feather and give in toe them 
would, however, be fatal to any hope of getting 
others to move and would prevent the carrying 
out of the present excellent plan for the regula- 
tion of the traffic and the removal of the con- 

_ gested state of the river near the steamer 
wharves. 


HONGKONG SANITARY. BUARD. 
a 
A meeting of the Sanitary Board washeldat the 
offices on the afternoon of the 26th March. Hon. 


R. A. Cooper (Director of Public Works) presided,’ 


and there were also present—Hon. Commander 
W.C. H. Hastings (Acting Captain Superim 
tendent of Police), Dr. Atkinson (Acting 
Colonial Surgvon), Dr. Clark (Medical Officer of 
Health), Mr. N. J. Ede, and Mr. H. Mc- 
Calinm (Secretary). 
MINUTES. 

‘The minutes of the previous meeting were 

d and confirmed. ; 

The following minutes of the proceedings of 
the Sanitary Board, at a special meeting held on 
‘Wednesday, the 18th day of March, were also 
read 


Prd&ent—The Director of Public Works 
(Hon. F. A. Cooper), President; the Acting 
Colonial Surgeon (Dr. J. M. Atkinson, M.B.), 
Vice-President; the Acting Captain Superin- 
tendent of Police (Hon. W. C. H. Hastings, 
R.N.), the Medical Officer of Health (Dr. F. 
W. Clark), and Mr. N.J. Ede. Absent: The 
Registrar-General (Hon. J. H. Stewart Lock- 

. hart). 

Vinutes —"The minutes of a meeting held «n 
the Mth’ March, 1896, were read and confirmed. 

-Babonic Plague.—Three communications 


from the honourable Colonial Secretary—which - 


had been circulated to members—were laid on 
the‘table and the minutes om the circulating 
covers read. 5 

The President addressed the Board. 

The Hononrable the Acting Captain Super- 
intendent of Police addressed the Board and 
latd on the table a scheme for allowing persons 
who are suffering from bubonic plegue to leave 
the colony. : 

The scheme was read clause hy clause, dis- 
cussed, and amended. 

{he Honourable the Acting Captain Super- 
intetident of Police moved— 


That the Board recommend that persons _ 


suffering from bubonic plague be allowed to 
leaye the colony subject to the conditions set 
forth in the scheme as amended. 

‘Mr. N. J. Ede seconded. 

“Phe Board divided. 

AYES. 

Mr. N. J. Ede. 

The Medical Officer of Health. 

The Hon. the Acting Captain Superintendent 
of Police. 


Noes. 
The Vice-President. 
The President. 
Motion carried. 


It agreed that the scheme as amended be 
sorted and a copy sent to each member for his 
consideration and remarks for transmission to 
the Colonial Secretary. 

Tt was also agreed that His Excellency the 
Governor should be informed that the Board 
consider it inadvisable to offer any reward at 
present to persons reporting cases of bubonic 


16, 
a So Disease—A letter, which had been 
circulated to members, having reference to the 
destruction by fire of the carcases of animals 


dying at the Dairy Farm Company's premises, 


for the next section dealt with to be moved | Pokfulum, was laid on the table, and the 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


minutes on the circulating cover read. 

A discussion ensued. : : 

It was agreed that the Dairy Farm Company 
be informe] that the Board had not rescinded 
the resclution as tegards the erection of a 
suitable apparatus for burning the carcaves .of 
such of their animals,as may die or be killed, and 
regret that:the Company have not yet erected 
such an apparatus. That in view of the dif- 
ficulty of constructing rapidly a suitable appara- 
tus for cremating carcases, such carcases may 
be towed out to sea at least ten miles from the 
colony and there disposed of by sinking them 
with stones or other guitable material ; ‘the work 
to be done under the supervision of an officer of 
the Board. - ; 

Adjournment.—The Board then adjourned. 

- ° BAD W WATER. 

The Analyst reported that six samples of 
water drawn from wells in the colony contained . 
matter which would: prove injurious to health. 
It was resolved to o¥der the closing of the wells. 

_ HEALTHY SINGAPORE. 

A letter was read from the Colonial Secre- 
tary at Singapore |forwarding, in answer to 
enquiries made by fe Board as to an alleged 
serious outbreak of fever at Singapore, a report 
on the subject by; the medical officer. The 
report stated there was no truth in the rnmaur. 
Singapore was now singularly free from con- 
tagious and epidemic disease. 

THE ATTENDANC, OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. 


IMPORTANT LETTERS. 

The following letter to the Colonial Secreta 
was read— 
: Education Department, 
Hongkong, 11th March, 1896. 

Sir,—I have the honour to report on an ex- 
traordinary and sudden falling off in the school 
attendance of certain districts. 

2.—For some 14 days after the Chinese New 
Year the school teachers everywhere had reason 
to expect a normal, attendance, but since the 
last few days of February, and particularly since 
the first week of March, the school attendance 
in certain districts ‘has received a sudden and 
serious check such ds indicates a panic, which is 
however, at present, not general, but confined to 
a few localities. 

3.—The schools which have suffered most, 
losing on an averagé 35 per cent. of their average 
attendance, are situated in Chung-wan and 
Wanchai. The localities most affected ‘are 
Chinese Street, Hollywood Road, Staunton 
Street, Aberdeen |Street. Wanchai is less 
affected than Chung-wan. : 

4.—Strange-to say. Taipingshan, including 
the neighbourhood bf Lascar Row, is least af- 
fected by this panid, and while a few schools in 
Sai-ying-pun complain of a retrocession of 
attendance, in the majority of the Sai-ying- 
pun and Shek-tong-tsui, and Queen's Road 
‘West Schools thejattendance is normal. So 
also in Hawan. 

5.—Among the Ischoolmasters in the most 
affected districts the opinion prevails that 
unuecessary harshness on the part of the 
Sanitary officers has caused many native re- 
sidents to send their wives. and children away 
from Hongkong, though the kindness with 
which people sent to the merriage boats appear 
to be treated is freely acknowledged.—I have 
the honour to be, &c., 

E. J. EITEL, . 
- Inspector of Schools. 
Hon. J. H. Stewart-Lockhart, : 
Colonial Secretary. 


In a note to the Acting Captain Superin- 
tendent of Police the Colonial Secretary said— 
I understand that the exodus of Chinese from 
the colony is increasing. Please let me have the 
latest information| in your possession on this 
subject. 

Reply by Acting Captain Superintendent of 
Police—Report herewith. It is not increasing. 
The following is|the report :— oo 

Central Police Station. 
. 16th March, 1896. 

Sir,—I have the honour to report that the 
daily departure of women and children from 
the colony for the last three weeks is about the 
same. 

The reason for ileaving the colony is an old 
one. They complain of the severe and drastic 
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way in which the sanitary regulations have 
been onforced lately, receiving little or-no 
notice for whitewashing their houses and:the’ . 
exposure to which they have been subjected 
while the whitewashing is being done. They 
are supposed to get twenty Hours’ notice, hut 
this is very rarely dona. > 
have been informed that as soon as the 
plague has abated, and the enforcement of the 
sanitary regulations somewhat relaxed, the 
women and children who haverleft the colony 
during the exodus will return—I have the 
honour to be, &c., ’ ‘ 


i W. Quincey. 
To Hon. W. C. H. Hastings, R.N., 
Acting Captain Superintendant of Police. 


In a memo to His Excellency the Governor 


the Colonial Secretary said—Submitted. With 
regard to the opinions of two schoolmasters (see 
the portion of the enclosed letter marked. A) 
the Inspector of Schools should call upon them 
to give specific instances of the alleged harsh- 


ness of the Sanitary Board. —11.3.96. 

His Excellency, in reply, wrote—To request. 
This “ panic” is doubtless got up by.the school- 
masters themselves and they sliould be held 
responsible.—11.3.96. 

In a report to the Colonial Secretary Dr. 
Eitel wrote as follows—The schoolmasters con- 
cerned derive their living from the school atten- 
dance. A panic, in diminishing the attendance, 
not only diminishes their income, but threatens 
to deprive them of their living. Identity of in- 
terest guarantees their loyalty to the Govern- 
ment from which their living 1s derived. 

As to proving specific instances of unneces- 
sary harshness, you know, from your experi- 
ence of the Chinese, that they will never do 
that against any individual Government officer, 
and that their not doing so does not disprove 
the occurrence of harsh acts. The masters 
expressed their opinion, es derived from the 
explanations given by parents, on withdrawing 
their children, for the information of the Gov- 
ernment, when questioned as to the sudden 
falling off of the attendance. They would have 
remained silent if they had not been asked for 
an explanation. 

I now append the opinions of their managers, 
and I entreat his Excellency the Governor to 
consider the statements made by Bishop -Bur- 
don, Dr. Hager, Mr. Pearce, and Miss Davies. 

The Chinese are a docile and submissive 
people. They have never yet complained of 
oppression in Hongkong unless they actually felt 
Government measures to work oppressively. 
A yoke may be light and yet chafe terribly. 
It depends upon the way in which it is put on. 

The appended statements are, in my opinion, 
a true explanation of the causes of the extra- 
ordinary falling off, in the attendance of the 
echools as reported by me on the 11th instant. 
—14.3.96. 


: 18th March, 1896. 

Dear Dr. Bitel,—After a talk with Li Kwan- 
fui my own impressions are confirmed as to the 
cause of the leaving of the scholars and 6f the 
peoplegenerally. I believe itis to boowing tothe * 
Government arrangements in visiting and cleans- 
ing the houses. This caused the stampede in 
1894, and it will cause its repetition this year. 

The Chinese do not understand our motives 
and are quite unaccustomed to our methods. 
The visitations seem to us absolutely necessary, 
but to a poor ignorant population they are the 
height of tyranny. Some go off to juanks 
in the harbour and suffer in such weather as 
this from insufficient clothing. The rest scatter 
themselves in Canton and the country round 
and of course give us a dreadful name. 

Could anything be done to modify matters in 
the visitations P—Yours very truly, _ - 
; _ J. 8. Burpon, 
Bishop. 

; Hongkong, March 13th, 1896. 
Dear Sir,—I have just visited some of my 
schools and find that the total attendance of the 
five schools belonging to the American Board 
Mission is 85, whereas last year the attendance 
of these same schools had an enrollment of 208. 
Ono girls’ school which had 37 pupils last year 
has only 11 now.’ Enquiring into the cause of 
this decrease of scholars, I find that..mapy 
pupils with their relatives have moved away, not 


so much on account of the plague: as on 
account of their fear of the Government, 
lest their goods should be seized and burned, 
and hence rather than to have their 
-possessions taken away from them they 
leave. Lam told that from 15,900 to 20,000 
people have left the colony. No doubt the 
jears of many of these Chinese are groundless 
and the Government in cleansing and white- 
washing certain houses is in the right, but it is 
often the case that the poorer Chinese meet 
with a groat loss in the burning of their wooden 
partition walls. I visited myself the scene of 
the cleaning and in oue place these walls were 
not taken away. which of course pleased the 
inmates, while op another floor in the same 
house thera walls were taken away, much to the 
cousternation of the people, who complained of 
poverty. It seems to me that this cleaning 
could be accomplished without producing such 8 
panic among the Chinese. The people ought 
- to be assured that their goods will not be 
wantonly destroyed, ‘and the greatest possible 
care taken to preserve the property of the 
Chinese which is nota menace to good health. 
The cleaning and the whitewashing is perfectly 
proper and { think most Chinese would welcome 
the assistance of the Government were it not 
for the fact that they fear some damage 
may he done to their possessions. One 
of the school officers of the Government 
asked my assistance in case the whitewashers 
came to his house, thns showing the dread in 
which the Government is held. The time has 
come when steps ought to be taken to induce ° 
the peeple to remain at their homes, and not 
seek safety by flight. I believe most Chinese 
would willingly clean their own houses if 
properly uotified that they must do it. With 
all the sanitary arrangements in Hongkong 
it is still a question whether a greater per cent. 
die of the plague in Canton with no particular 
stringent. sanitary regulations than in this well 
regulated colony. There may bea slight differ- 
ence in favour of Hongkong, but I think itis 
only slight as far as I have been able to observe. 
Iam suite sure that physicians in Hongkong 
see more cases than we of Canton. This dis- 
easa was in certain parts of this province as 
early as 1890 and it seems to have its seasons 
of virulent outbreak and again its seasons of 
repese, and little has as yet been able to be 
done for its extermination. I should suggest 
moderation. 


C.R. Hacer, M.D., 
2 Manager of American Board Schools. 
Rev. B. 3. Evel PHD. 
Inspector of Public Schools. 


London Mission, March 13th, 1896. 

Dear Dr. Eitel,—In reply to your inquiry of 
to-day's date I suggest that the diminished 
attendance of pupils at Chinese Schools is 
caused by— 

(a) The alarming rnmours concerning another 
outbreak of plague in the colony. A few days 
after the New Year festivities were ended the 
Chinese began ‘to leave Hongkong in large 
numbers. ‘The exodus continues; I am in- 
formed on good authority that the Canton 
steamers are now carrying away from the colony 

“many more passengers than is usual at this sea- 
son of the year. 

(b) Coupled with the above as a cause of non- 
attendance at schools is the extreme disfavour 
with which certain precautionary measures taken 
by the Government are viewed by the Chinese. 
T' refer to the means now being taken to pre- 

- vent, the spread of the plague epidemio. The 
searching of dwelling houses, the enforced sani- 
tation by washing and limewashing is looked 
upon with repugnance and even with alarm. 
Rather than submit to it the Chinese prefer to 
leave the colony. 

(c) Compulsory residence in boats fora period 
of ten days is regarded as particularly oppressive 
and odious. This the Chinese say is the law 
to which all must conform who have lived in a 
house where there has been a case of plague. 
They point out that exposure to/ the inclement 
weather at this season of the year is highly dan- 
gerous to health, and x tHan risk such ex- 
posure by remaining in dwelling houses, where 
plague may break gut, they submit to the incon- 
venience and e e of removal from the colony. 

(d) i he above mentioned causes affect 
_temporarily the attendance at Chinese schools 
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be prevalent. In fact under such conditions it is awite 
step to close the schools. I think the parents of childtén 
are, if anything, to be commended for renioving. their- 
children to what they consider to be a place of compara- 
tive safety. : uN: 

The President—It appears to me to be the duty of the 
schoolmasters, ially those who receive Government 
grants, to teach their pupils better in such matters,’ Har 
this been done in the first place there might possibly be 
now no necessity for the steps that are being taken. 

The Acting Colonial Surgeon—The regulations: must be 
enforced. Vague statements of ill treatment, harshness, 
&c., caunot be entertained unless specific instances are 
given. The Chinese, who are sadly ignorant of sanitary 
matters, must be educated-up to them, and these schoul- 
masters should, one would think, be one channel by means 
of which this can be done,_ . 

The Acting Captain Superintendent of Police—Vague 
assertions of iJ] treatment by the police which have been 
rebutted ad nauseam. Rents are frightfally high (for 
all claasex). I agree with Mr. Ede the time has arrived 
for the Government to consider some comprehensive 
scheme for housing the r. Thus only can overcrowd- 
ing and ita attendant evils be met and mastered. 

Mr. Ede—The complaints about harshness and the way 
in which the sanitary regulations are carried out have been 
replied to by the Secretary and the Medical Officer of 
Health and I think it may be left to them to take such 
further steps a8 may be necessary to ensure that the le 
shall be treated with kindness and consideration. e 
_ia all such things there is probably.a modicum of truth in 
the complaints and a good deal ‘of exaggeration, but. as 
long as we have the plague in our midst it is of the utmost 
importance that the sanitary measures now being carried 
out should be cwtinued in the interests of the Chinese 
‘themecives, especially the 
well -and do good ifs judiciously worded proclamation 
were issued explaining there matters tu the people. As 
regards rents, or rather the cost of lodgings, I think there 
is no doubt that they are too high for the poorer classes, 
and the removal of cubicles and other sub-divisions of 
tenements may have helped to raise them; but to my 
mind unless some well cdnsidered scheme be adopted to 
abate overcrowding, to resume, redrain, lay out, and re 
build on proper principles at least the worst sections of 
the town, we shall never make any really permanent 

progress towards immunity from filth disease. I think 
thie ought to be considered soon. 

The Medical Officer of Health—The last paragraph of 
the letter signed by C. R. Hager, M.D., displays an alarm- 
ing degree of ignorance of the natute and spread of infec- 
tious dieeases and apparently counsels the adoption of the 


there is another cause which is likely to reduce 
permanently the number of pupils. The alteration 
in the structural arrangement of houses by the 
pues down of cocklofts and mezzanine ficors 

as deprived the poorer families of Chinese of 
the necessary house room. It will. I think, be 
found on examination that the enforcement of 
the law dealing with cocklofts has driven out of 
the colony numbers of women and children. 
Family life on the same scale and under the 
game conditions as before is now impossible. 
Rents are extravagantly high and the accommoda- 
tion is altogether too limited. The consequence 
is that whilst men remain their families depart. 

Your note makes special reference to the 
central parts of the town. I learn on in- 
quiry that the rents which last year in 
that quarter were .not quite prohibitive 
to the poorer Chinese are so now. ‘Two girls’ 
schools under my management, one in Chinese 
Street and one in Lai-yun Street, are now 
closed, the reason given in both instances being 
that rents are dear and families have ‘removed 
from the neighbourhood. 

It seems to me that the time has came when 
the Government might consider the question 
of housing the working classes of Chinese. It 
is surely desirable to encourage family life 
among the Hongkong Chinese, apart together 
from the questions connected with the schools.— 
Believe me, yours very truly, 

T. W. PEARCE. 


Rev. Dr. Eitel. 


| Friday, 13th March, 1896. 
Dear Dr. Ejtel—In answer to yours of this 
morning I think you will find that the thinning 
of the schools (already small enough) began 
when the house to house visitation began. The 
turning out of the honse has now increased the 
disturbance and unrest of the people. The 
tearing down! of cocklofts and cubicles is also 
necessarily driving away many families from 
their accustonied dwellings and the greater num- 
ber of them dre fleeing to the country. They 
flee, not from fear of plague asa rule, but from 
the Government measures. I know well that 
these measures are most necessary, but when I 
was trying to show this to the teacher of the 
Kau-i-long schoo! she answered, ‘‘ Weknow that 
the Government regulations are good. It is 
not that; it ig the way they are carried out.” 

I am greatly distressed about my schools. 
To-day Aberdeen Street had no scholars at all. 
Of course the state of the streat is enovgh to 
account for this, and I quite think that when 


san.tary regulations and improvements. The physicians 
of Hongkong see extremely few cases of plague, either in 
their private practice or st the missionary hospitals, and 
were it not that the native hospital, Tung Wah, is under 
the supervision of the Colonial Surgeon we should doubt 
less feel equally self-satisfied and confident of our exem 
tion from this disease as those in Canton apparently do. 
Fortunately, however, for the good of the colony, we go 
out of our way to seek these infectious cases, and to give 
one instance alone I have personally discovered no lees than 
thirty-four deaths from .plague among the deaths regis- 
tered by the Registrar-General during the past six weeks, 
the causes of death having been variously registered as 


rer classes. It might be - 


essentially Chinese custom of laisses faire in regard to all - 


the cleaning ‘is over and things have quieted 
down somewhat that many will return to school. 
But even Wanchai Chapel school:is very very 
small. The people say ‘ We shall all be going 
to the country presently. What is the use of 
fsending the children to school?” Only Tang- 
hing-chan and the Fletcher Street school are at 
all promising. The people will not send their 
children to school when there is disturbance of 
any kind abroad. a 

I do hope that matters will soon iniprove and 
the children come back. But thera is far more 


The people flee to the country.— Very sincerely 
yours, 


| , HA. Davies. 


i 

The Colonial Secretary (to the Governor)— 
Submitted. |Refer to Sanit’ry Board for any 
observations it may have to offer P—16.3.96. 

His Excellency (to Colonial Secretary)—To 
Sanitary Board. It is impossible to alter the 
regulations. | One of the writers says “tt is 
the way they are carried out.” If this can 
fairly be modified of course I have not the least 
objection. : 

The following minutes were attached. 

The saater sala te eho Tt is w queer thing that 
such readiness. should be shown to believe that the officers 
of this department are giilty of harshness and rudeness in 
dealing with the Chinese in the various districts. I have 
had a very considerahle experience in the manner in 
which the officers of this department perform their duties 
and I am zatisfied that for every instance of: rudeness on 
their part there are at least a hundred on the part of the 
people they have to desl with. So far as ithe working 
classes are concerned the rudeness consists: in insulting 
remarks made jto each other in the hearing of the Inspec- 
tora. It is done deliberately and with the avident desire 
to cause annoyance. , With the well-to-do classes the rude- 
ness consists in the contemptuous demeanour these classes 
know so well how to adopt.” I believe it is a well known 
fact that schdol attendance always diniinjshes in most 
countries when a violent infectious disease is known to 


plague about than the avthorities know of. 


intermittent fever, phthiss, bronchitis, &c., while many 


other deaths discovered by the police or the Sanitary 
inspectors, before registration, have alse been found by 
me to have been due to plague. - One of the writers com- 


plains that the. objections of the people are not so much © 


to the. regulations themselves, but to the way they are. 


carried out: I-can quite understand this, for the Chinese 


way of carrying out Government regulations in their 
own country is to ecempt those who pay # sufficient 
amount of backsheesh and they find that . the officials of 
this Government make no such exemptions, but-deal with 
each cage solely on its’ merits. If the house is slready 
clean, it is not cleaned; if the cubicles and cocklofts are 
legal, they are not interfered with; but if on the other 
hand the premises are filthy, as were all those whichshave ' 
hitherto been dealt with, no amgunt of bribery will exempt 
the tenants from the necessary cleansing processes. I- 


can only repeat that-I have emphatically impressed upon 


the several inspectors the necessity for the exercise of 
great discretion and moderation in their dealings with 
the poor, and from my peronal obzervations at unexpected: 
times I believe they are faithfully carrying out these in- 
structions. 

Mr. Epr—I should like for some scheme to 
be taken in hand as soon as possible. I believe 
these papers have gone before the Government 
and they have come to us. I move that the 
papers, together with the minutes of the various 
members, be forwarded to the Colonial Secretary 
for the information of His Excellency the 
Governor. 

The PRESIDENT seconded. a. 

Carried. ~ 
A NUISANCE AT THE TUNG WAH HOSPITAL. 

The ‘following correspondence was read 
concerning a notice to abate a nuisance: which 
existed at the Tung Wah Hospital -— 

: 12th March, 1896. - 

The Po Leung Kuk has been in the habit of 
making use of the verandah of the P’eng On 


Ward for the accommodation of male destitutes. 


We have now received an order from the Sani- 


tary Board instructing us not to allow people 
to live on the verandah. We thcfore report to~ 


4 


_ April 1, 1896.] 


you and request you to inform the Po Leung 
Kuk, in order that they may not send destitutes 
to the hospital in future. 

To Hon. Registrar-General—I think. that 
you had better see the order first to make sure 
of what is wanted—A. W. B. 13.3.96. 

To Seoretary,, Sanitary Board—How does the 
matter standP Please let me have a copy of the 
order.—J. H. Stewart Lockhart. 13.3.96. 

To Hon. Registrar-General—Copy of notice 

_ attached. It has been and is being, as far as I 
-““know, complied with.— Hugh McCallum. 14.3.96. 

To Secretary, Sanitary Board—Please let me 
know, too, the kind of nuisance created by 
sleeping in the verandahs, and whether any- 
thing can be'done to abate it. As you are 
aware the Tang Wah Hospital has been in the 

- habit of taking care of male destitutes. until 
arrangements can be made for returning them 
to their homes, and if this is to be suddenly 
stopped before other suitable accommodation 
can be provided great inconvenience may be 
caused.—J. H. Stewart Lockhart. 16.3.96. 

To Hon. Colonial Secretary—The nuisance 
which had to be abated was “an act which 
is or may be injurious to health.” Vide 
section 16 of Ordinance 24 of 1887, sub- 
section 9. Do you wish the matter to be laid 
before. the. Board with a view to the notice 
being reviewed? The Committee of the 
Hospital have not asked that it should be re- 
viewed. and if they did I would request them to 
state clearly and distinctly what reasons they 
had for their request, so that the matter might 
.be “placed before the Board in as complete 
& manner as practicable—Hugh McCallum. 

.16.3.96. 

To Secretary, Sanitary Board.—Yes, I should 

‘ like the matter laid before the Board. Asl 
have stated, the hospital has hitherto housed 
male ~ destitutes without expense to the 
taxpayers. The action of the Board has put a 
stop to this, and the question is whether the 
alleged nuisance is of so serions anature as to 
warrant action being taken at once before an 
opportunity has been afforded of ‘considering 
what steps should be taken to make other 
arrangements for housing male destitutes. I 
see no reason why the matter should be referred 
to thé Committee of the Hospital. The notice, 80 
far as they are concerned, has simply the object 
of preventing them from taking care of male 
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ther that notice has been adhered to or not. , Ba- 
fore that notice was issued we had a report from 
the Medical Officer of| Health on the condition 
of the Tung Wah. 

Mr. Epz—<As I understand the destitutes axe 
allowed to sleep and pecupy the verandahs, just 
ontside the rooms where patients are. ; 

The Acting CoLONIAL SuraEeon—ZJnst out-_ 
side the wards, yes. a 

Mr. Epz—I think jthey might be given q suf- 
ficient time to make other arrangements. I 
suppose a mat shed can be put up? 

The ACTING COLONIAL SuRGEON—I do not 
think there is room ;|the place is very crowded. 

Mr. Epr-—It is clearly unhealthy to the 
patients for {he verandahs to be occupied. 

The Actine CoLonraL Surcron—I should 
think it would be unhealthy to the people sleep- 
ing in the verandshs, especially during this 
weather. I think the peo; le are under the 
charge of the Po Leung Kuk. They used 

“to be lodged in the [Po Leung Kuk premises 
for a certain pericd. Now the Po Leung 
Kuk have no habitation for them and they 
house the destitute in this way. 

Mr. EpE—There is a nice compound opposite 
the hospital. 


The Acting CotgniaL Surnceon—The bet- 
{er plan would be tojengage a house and lodge 
the destitute there like the Po Leung Kuk have 
done with the girls. I propose that the Tung 
Wah Hospital be informed that the nuisance 
must be abated. ; 

The MEepIcAL OFFICER OF HEALTH seconded. 

The PRESIDENT kaid it would be better: to 
inform the Colonial] Secretary that the Board 
adhered {o its previous decision, and this sug- 
gestion was adopted. 

THE REMOVAL OF PLAGUE PATIENTS. 

The following minutes were read having re- 
ference to permitting persons who have died 
from bubonic plague to be removed from the 
colony under certain conditions :— 

Mr. Ede—If the bodies are seen by o medical man | 
and certified to have died of plague, allow them to go 
under the eame regulatipne as those provided regarding 
the sick of plague, but in a separate buat. ; 

The Medical Officer of Health—I ngree with the Colonial 
Surgeon as to the necessary supervision. : 

The Acting Colonial Rurgeou—Some responsible officer 
of the Board should mpany the steamer in order to 
see that these bodies are removed to Canton or Whampoa. 

The Acting Captain Superintendent of Police—Supervise 


me 


at 


a ee an 
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The Actina CapraIn SUPERINTENDENT’ | 
oF Potice—There is something in‘that, bat - 
in the case of a mendicant picked up in the 
street— : 

The MrepicaL OFFICER oF HeattH—Theiti 
we must deal with the body. 

‘The PresIpeNT—I do. not know thé 
source of the information, but I see in 
this morning's paper that the conditions 
under which persons suffering from plague can 
be removed have been published. The Board has 
received no information from the Government 
on the subject, and I see it says in the paper 
that the conditions have been issued>- 

It was resolved to take the action as suggested 
in the minute by the Medical Officer of Health. 

MORTALITY STATISTICS. inves 

For the week ended the 14th March the death 
rate was 30.1 per 1,000 per annum as against 
14.3 for the corresponding week of last year. 


For the week ended 21st March the death rate 


was 23.4 against 15.8 for the corresponding 
period of last year. 
- CLEANSING PREMISES. , 

The MeEpicaL OFFICER OF HEeALTH re- 
ported that during the past fortnight six . 
acting inspectors had“ cleansed, inspected,/and . 
limewashed 269 honses or 568 floors. 

The SECRETARY mevtioned that 275 notices 
had been served to limewash 1,241 houses by 
the owners of them. 

ADJOURNMENT. ; 

The Board then adjourned until Thursday 

week. 


PLAGUE PAVILNTS PERMITTED 
TO LEAVE FOR CANTON, 


———__—_o___——. 
- A notification has been issued that persons 
suffering from plague! may Jeave the colony 
subject to the following iconditions :— 
1.—Suitable ambulance boats shall be provided 
and they shall be towed astern of the steamer . 
Pasig, steamer Tai On. or other river steam- 
boat to Whampoa and Canton, and shall on no 
account land any person or thing before arriving 
Whampoa or Canton: 
2.—While in the waters of the colony the 


ambulance boats shall fly the yellow quarantine 
flag. 


3.—While in the waters of the colony the 


LP ot aie Te a a Sa 


ambulance boats must lie within the quarantine 
ground, but they. shall if required come to the 
China Merchants Wharf, Saiyingpoon, at 4p.m. ~ 
of the day on which they are to be towed to 
Whampoa end Canton, or at such other time as- 
the Medical Officer of Health may fix. 

4,—QOne ambulance boat if required sha}] leave 
the wharf every day at such hour as will permit 
of her being taken in tow, at a point west of the 
fairway buoy, by the afternoon steamboat 
leaving for Whampea and Canton. 

5.—Any person desirous of going to Wham- 
poa or Canton by the ambulance boat must 
notify the police beford 2 p.m. o'clock (or such 
other hour as the Medical ‘Officer of Health may 
fix) on the day he desires to leave. 


destitutes, and they have accordingly requested 
that no more may be sent to them. As you are 
aware a Commission is at present inquiring 
into the Tung Wah Hospital, and I would 
suggest that the status quo be maintained 
pending the inquiry of the Commasion, to which 
this matter will be referred—J. H. Stewart 
Lockhart. 17.3.96. ; 

The following minutes were attached :— 

Mr. Ede—It ia certainly undesirable iu the interests 
of the sick that the verandahs and paseages of the hospital 
should be occupied by the destitute, but I am in favour 
of allowing the authorities a reasonable time to make 
other arrangements. As regards the occupation ‘of cup- 
boards I think that should-be at once discontinued. 

The Medical Officer of Health—Surely better accom- 
modation can be made even at Tung Wah Hoepital than 


the removal of the d certainly, but if theee philan- 
thropizts will also ke the nameless dead found 
abroad and in dese houses, why uot let them bave 
them and eave funeral e.1ges to the colony ? 

The President—I th some defiuite recommendation 
should be made on this subject; the matter might be 
settled at the meeting}on Thursday. As I am given to 
understand that the pereons offering (o remove the sick 
will not be ready to start thei work for sume days there 
is no very pressing need for the immediate settling of the 
matter. 


The following minutes were attached to the 
printed conditions : 

The Captain Superin{endent of Police—The dead should 
be allowed to go too, jin a eeparate boat. Putitioners 
will do it. 

The Medical Officer gf Health—Make this No. 11 con- 


verandahs. Asa matter of fact I believe cupboards and 
passages are used not by destitutes but by attendants. A 
teygporary shed might be erected for the destitute, but 
ndt too close to the sick. 


The Acting Colonial Surgeon—Additional attendants’ 
quarters have been erected, and I do not think that any 
of the paseages or verandahs chould be used as sleeping 
places, thus obstructing light and ventilation, Verandahs 
are certainly not suitable. places for the housing of the 
destitute. 

Mr. Epr—As I understand, these destitutes 
are people who come out of plague houses. Of 
course the system is injurious to health and I 
certainly object to it. 

The Acting CoLONIAL SuRGEON—I may 
say that the cupboards have been removed. I 
went round myself at eleven o'clock on Monday 
night and found three coolies sleeping in the 
passages. I do not think that ought to be 
allowed ; it is distinctly a nuisance. 

The PREsIDENT—It is an arrangement 
between the Tung Wah Hospital and the 
Government that the plague people should go 
to the Tung Wah. : 

The CoLontaL EvERakoN—They are the 


dition—Dead bodies may be removed frum the colony at 
the same timcs, but in a eeparate boat, and after due re- 
gistration of the death. All euch bodies must first be, 
geen by a medical man] and a certificate uf removal will 
be given by him, and if the death has resulted from bu- 
bonic plague tome offiger authorised by the Board will 
accompany the body, which must be placed in a properly 
sealed cuffin to the wharf. All clothing and bedding be- 
longing to the deceased must be handed over to an officer 
of the Board Lefore the body is removed from the house. 
All dead bodies fuund jn the streets, or in degerted houses, 
will be buried by the cfficers of the Board as at present. 

Mr. Edc—If they wish to remove he dead they should 
be allowed to do eo snbjcct to a certificate of a medical 
man and the premises to te disinfected, &c., in the eame 
way as in the case of removal of the sick. 


Mr. Epe—Givelthe peaple every facility to 
take the bodies away so long as we know where 
they come from. : 

The Acrina @arTaIN SuPERINTENDENT 
oF Porice—lf people own the body, yes, but 
if you find a body in the street and these 
philanthropists want to take it away we 
should— . 

The Mepican |Orricer oF HrattH—In 
that case don’t let| the body go, otherwise all 


On the receipt of such notification a medical 


man will visit the premises, and if in his opinion ~ 
the person is suffering from bubonic plague the 
medical man will give a certilicate to that effect 
in the attached form. . 


6.—-All persons residing upon the premises 


in which a case of bubonic plague occurs will be 

allowed, as soon as their clothing has been dis- 

infected, to proceed onboard a Canton steam-° 
boat under the supervision of officers approved 

by the Sanitary Board. 


7.—In all cases where persons suffering from 


bubonic plague have elected to proceed to 
Whampoa or Canton, after their departure the 
premises in which they resided shall be fumi- 


gated, cleansed, lime-washed, and dealt with as 
the Sanitary Board may direct i 
8.—In all cases where persons suffering from 
bubonic plague have elected to proceed to Wham- 
oa or Canton, the clothing and bedding which 
lave been used by them shall be taken possession 
of by some officer authorised by the Board and 
destroyed, and such yjersons must be provided 
with a‘new suit of clothing ond then removed 


the dead will be lput into the street and we 
shall never know where they come from. One 
of my principal reasons for supporting the 
removal of the deafl and sick was that we should 
know where they game from. ¥ 

Mr. Epe—T think that is right. 


friends that accompany the patierts end they 
gre detained until the police can be com- 
amupicated with. 

The PResmDENT—The Board has served a 
notice on the Tung Wah Hospital to cease crowd- 
ing the verandahs. ‘The question now is whe- 


in an ambulance to thé ambulance boat and put 
on board. | 

9.—No persons, except attendants and those 
in charge of the ambulauce boat, will be allowed 
on board the sobalenc be without a certificate 
from a registered medical practitioner approved - 


pea: 
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rendered in the same excellent manner as the 
previous pieces. . The orchestra is a strong and 
efficient one, composed as follows :— 

ist Violin—Mr. M. Alsberg, Mr. J. G. 
Schroter, Mri C. Schroter, Mr. G. Sydny, 
Mr. Girault, Mr. L. Ruchwaldy. 

2nd Violin,—Miss Humphreys, Mies L. 
Crawford, Liga A.8. Cole, B.N., Mr. G. D. 
Campbell, Mr| ki. J. Lopes, Mr. R. Belilios. 

‘Violoncello+-Mr..H. Ehmer, Surg-Major 
A. Hayes, D.8.0., Mr. E. A. Measor. - 

Bass.—Mr.'W. T. Pollard. 

.F'lute.—Lt.-Comdr. E. H. Grafton, R.N., 
Q.-M. Sergt. C. Gornell, Mr. H. Kammel, Mr. 
Lindsay Crawford. : 

Oboe.—Mr. J. Abrehart. 

Clarionet—Mr. A. Cumming, Mr. A. E. 
Alves. 

Cornet.—Sergt. Burton. 

Trcmbone—Lee.-Corpl. George. 

Timpani.—Lce.-Corpl. Gilbert. 

Piano.—Miss Hitching. : 

The committee, to whom the community is 
indebted for arranging such an excellent concert, 
consisted of the following gentlemen :—Mr. 
A. Cumming: (Hon. Sec. for Orchestra), Mr. 
W. Danby. Mr. H. Ehmer. Mr. Geo...Lammert 
(Hon. Conductor), Mr. E. A. Meagor (Hon. 
Secretary), arid Mr. A. Sharp (Hon. Treasurer). 


by ‘the Board, which certificate must be in the 
- form appended hereto, and presented at the time 
i vf embarkation when asked for. . 
Bo 10.—The ambulance boata on returning to 
the waters of the colony shall proceed direct to 

the quarantine ground, there to be dealt with 

as the Sanitary authority may direct. 

11.—All food required for the use of the 

persons on board the ambulance boats shall be 
put on board when they are at the wharf re- 
ceiving sick persons. None of the attendants 
or others on board will be allowed to leave the 
ambulance boats while they are in the waters of 
the colony without the written permission of 
the Medical Officer of Health. 


THE PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY'S 
CUNCERL. 


—_—_+——_ __. 

The Philharmonic Society gave its second 
concert on Thursday evening in St. George's 
Hall. It was unfortunate that the concert should 
have been given while a professional Company 
was playing, but that was not the Society's tault. 
The date was fixed some time ago and was 
arranged not to clash with the Willard Company's 
season as originally announced, but the Company 
afterwards altered its arrangements and ar- 
rived a fortnight later. ‘he audience on ‘Vhurs- 
day night was probably somewhat smaller than 
it would have been had there been no counter 
attraction and even one or two of the chorus, 
we believe, were tempted from their allegiance 
by the attractions-of the show in the ‘Lheatre. 
V'he audience, however, though nota large one. 
evidently enjoyed the high class entertainment 
provided... Amongst those present was H.k:. the 
- Governor. ; 

The programme opened with an overture 

“ Des Freischutz,” by C. M. von Weber, excel- 
lently rendered by au orchestra of nearly thirty 
performers. Mr. C. Lammert then sang Blu- 
menthal’s “My Queen” with gocd eflect, but 

Mr. Lammert’s fine tenor voice sevins to have 

“ gone off” a little of late. ‘I'he next item was 

a song by Mrs. Craddock. ‘The Old Countree” 
(Pinsuti), which was rendered with much taste 

and feeling. Lieut.-Commander E. H. Grat- 

; ton, R.N., followed with a flute solo, “ Gavotte 
. YAmour” (Langer). Commander Grafton 
understands his instrument thoroughly and his 

performance of the taueful gavotte was much 

appreciated. An unaccompanied quartette by 

Mrs. Craddock, Mrs. Cox, Mr. Meuasor, and Mr. 

Crow, “ Good-night, Beloved” (l’insuti), was the 

next item and was the one which seemed to 

please the audience most, an encore being in- 


CONCERT AT THE CLUB GERMANQIA. 


—_—__—— : 

On Saturday evening the Hongkong Lieder- 
tafel, assisted by feveral ladies, entertained a 
largé number’ of their friends at a concert at 
the Club Germania. The Liedertafel’s concerts 
are always a.rich treat and those who were 
present cn Saturday enjoyed a most pleasant 
evening. Mr. C. Schwencke conducted the 
choruses andiplayed the accompaniments for the 
solos in his yeual able manner The ladies who 
asristed were Mrs. Brewitt, Mrs. Harling, Mrs. 
Heemsekirk, Mrs. Marten, Mrs. Meier, Mrs. 
Nicdhart, ad Miss Lammert. The Lieder- 
tafel chorus was composed as follow :— 

First Tenors— Messrs. A. Faber, C. Lammert, 
E. Mirow, E! Munder, and C. Rombach. Second 
Tenors—Mefgsrs. G. Atzenroth, E. Bischoff, G. 
Friesland, G. Jesumann, and A. H. Wester- 
burger. First Bass—Messrs. J. Goosmann, C. 
W. Longuet, John Meier, G. Sierich, and E. 
-Thonert. Second Bass— Messrs. C. Georg, M. 
Grote, C. Plate, P. Stoppa, and J. Wacker. 

The proguanime was as follows :— 

1 THEIL. 


Chor 
: Liedertafel. 


sisted npon. The first part of the programme | Alt Solo...e.cee Arie aus Saul” ...... ..... Handel. 
was brought to a conclusion by the Dance Suite _ Fran L. Harling. 

from the incidental music to Henry VIII. (u) | Pianoforte Soo...“ Chant de la fileuse”’......... Litol ff. 
Morris Dance, (b).Shepherd'’s Dance (kk. German), Frau J. J. Byeterus Heemskerk. 

which was performed ipa very finished style by Chior’: .csakes m Abschied von Waldé” ... Mendelsohn. 
the orchestra and was loudly applanded. The Gemischter Chor. : 
second part of the programme consisted of Schu- Duett......... 4.006 -“ Maying” .. Alice Mary Sith. 


. bert’s cantata “The Song of Miriam,” the so- 
¢ prano solo being taken by Miss Lammert and 
the contralto solo by Mrs. Brewitt. The chorus 
numbered about forty voices, but was unfortu- 
ately rather weak in the tenors. Mr. G. P. 
Lammert conducted with his usual ability and 


Herr Chas. Lammert., 
Bass Solo ...4 Das Fischermadchen ” ...Fr. Schutert. 
Herr J. Wacker. - 
Ternttn ete Elma” vccccceeaees Fd. Hilier. 
Frau Marten, Frau Brewitt, Frau Harling. 


the piece had evidently been carefully re- i IL THEIL. 

hearsed. The-performance was a very credit- | Chor.......... |... “ Abendlied”......... Fr. Kuhlan. 
able one on the whole, though open to Liedertafel. : 
improvement in some respects. In _ the ca. “ A)'erseelen” ............ Ed. Lassen. 


orchestra there was a luck ot modulation and 
when Miss Lammert's solo passages fell on the 
3 notes of her lower register it was impossible 
for her to. make herself heard through the 
volume of the iustruments. In the higher 
register, however, her notes rang out swegt 


Sopran Solu ¢ b. “Ks blinkt der Thau” . 
Ant. Rubinstein. 
; Frau M. Marten. : 
Pianoforte jb. “ Berceuse”’.............cee 
Solo ... {{o “ Fantaisie Impromytu 
Frau J. J. Bysterus Heemskerk. 
Chor... “Goltes Rath und Scheiden”’... Mendelsohn. 


and clear aud she sang with her soba 

usual taste and expression. Mrs. Brewitt's | , : Gemischter Chor. 

solo was also well rendered, more especially in Tenor Solo }.. Puls a ... Rob. Schumann. 
- . the concluding portion, when she sang with OEE ONS one 

more confidence than at; the beginning. The DUG ere eee es Der Engel”... Ant. Rubinstein. 


Frau Marten and Frau Harling. 
“Wunsch” .........00 Julius Witt. 
Lietertafel. 


i . 


On the 25th March Mr. Commissioner Hip- 
pisley haxded over charge of the Shanghai 
Custom House to M. Rocher. This, we believe, 
is the t time that the Custom .House in 
Shanghai'has been in the harcs of a French 


chorus passages were all taken up firmly and 
carried through with steadiness and force, and, 

with the exception of the weakness in the tenors 
above noted (due to the defection of two or 
three gentlemen who had been expected to be 
present), the parts were well balanced. 

The music of the cantata is bright and 
pleasing and the applause which was 
given at its ccuclusion showed that the 
audience thorcug:hly enjoyed it. The con- 

= ing item on tie wes Hungarian 
“Dances (Brahms) by the orchestra, which was 


Gazette. 


ca 
torg, 
that rinderpest or cattle plague has . been 
unusally. prevalent during this period the 
whole of the way up.the coast, or say: from 
Canton to Japan. 
in stating that at Kobe the supply of milk 
was cut off entirely owing to the ravages of 
this disease amongst the cows. There is nothing 
to prevent a simiJar outbreak in Hongkong 
sooner or later, unless something is done to 
provide a proper inspection lair, to which,all 
cattle should be driven direct upon landing, 
there to remain at least twelve hours before being 
inspected and passed into the permanent depots 
or. elsewhere, 
the United Kingdom and other countries, and 
even then occasional cases of disease escape 
detection and so cause wide-spreading outbreaks 
which are difficult to check; hence it will be 
easy to understand the risk run here with no 
inspection lairs at all. I reported to the Board 
upon the danger thus incurred as- far back 
as l 9 és 


Commissioner. Mr. Hippisley will proceed to 
Tientsin and Peking in a few days—China | upon the present 


CATTLE DISEASE AT P( KFULUM.- 


> x, 


It is matter for deep regret that the colony 


has been altogether deprived of the ‘benefit tof 
the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon's services’ for 
several months. Had he, .or another:-duly 
qualified man, been within reach, it--is: more 
than probable that the greater portion: of ‘the 
Dairy Farm Company's herd would have “been: 
saved, whereas at present 160 out of 190 are 
dead, and the rest in great danger from: the 
-mortality around. It is also strange that no 
action has been taken upon the reiterated 
warnings of Mr. 
prudence of allowing cattle to be imported 
into the colony and forthwith mingled 
‘with healthy herds, without any period of 
quarantine or inspection. 


Ladds upon the -im- 


The reportsifor the 


‘| years 1888 and 1889 are missing from the 

Government Gazette, but in that: dated 12th 
January, 1891, occurs the following passage :-— 
“I regret to say, 
that no provision has been made in this: year's 
Estimates for the reception lairs for ‘animals 
upon landing, as recommended to the Govern- 
ment in the joint report of the Hon. 
the Surveyor-General, the Hon. -0. Chadwick, 
and myself. This appears to me to be the first 
step which should have been taken, a8 -all 
animals would then be landed directly into those 
lairs and kept under supervision (as at home) for' 
a fixed period for the p 
present or latent disease, before going on to the 
regular depots and possibly conveying disease 
to healthy animals. With the already sanctioned 
depéts and some reception lairs at the shore the 
system would then be complete.” 


however, that I understand 


of detecting any 


In his report dated 14th March, 1892, Mr. 


Ladds wiites: “Iam about to forward to the 
Board a special report upon the importation of 
dead meat into the colony, and shall then take 
that opportunity to express my views upon 3 
complete system of inspection to regulate the 
meat supply, as applied to the importation of 
animals whether alive or dead.” —_- : 


We think that this report would be read with 


interest at the present time, and’ also that by 
the Surveyor-General, Mr. O. Chadwick, and 
Mr. Ladds, if the Government should see fit to 
publish them. : 


On the 30th March, 1898 :-—" Dairies.—The 


dairies of the colony are at present ina very 
satisfactory condition, the sanitary arrange- 
ments of which are carefully carried out under 


the supervision of the Sanitary ° ctors 
stationed in the various health districts. Dur- 


ing the past year no serious cases of disvase 
have occurred in any of these places, and this 


n only be viewed as being highly satisfac- 
more especially when it is well known 


I believe I am correct . 


This is the methed adopted in 


Again on the 17th May, 1894 :—“ Inspection 
of Cattle—I regret that, so far, nothing has 
been done to provide inspection lairs to which - 
all animals should be conveyed directly upon 
landing, there to remain at least twelve hours 
before being inspe and passed. into the 
permanent depéts or elsewhere. IF reported 
to the Board: upon this matter as far back as 
1888 and in my annual report for the year 1852 
I again referred to the subject, and-pointed out 
that even where this method was adopted occa- 
sional cases 6f disease escaped detection ; hence it 
WHI be easy: to understand the risk .afterdant 

p ; of animal inspection 
in Hongkong, where wobeve no cach bis at all” 


“ : - . z So ee eae eee 
en ee on ren ge ee eS 
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The last report is that for 1894, dated 16th. 
March, 1895, in which Mr. Ladds again refers 
to the matter :— 

“T believe it is not yet decided to erect recep- 
tion lairs for animals, as recommended in my 
annual report as far back as 1888. They were 
algo strongly recommended by the late Retrench- 
ment Committee.” 

. In the report of the Retrenchment Committes 
- at page 40 we find the following :—“ We would 
also call attention to the absence from these 
Estimates (1894) of any provision for lairs for 
cattle on landing. Mr. Lsdde says in his report 
for 1893, ‘ I regret that, so far, nothing ias been 
done to provide inspection lairs, to which all 
animals should be conveyed directly upon land- 
ing, thers to remain at least twelve hours before 
being inspected and passed inte the permanent 
depdta or elsewhere. I reported to the Board 
upon this matter as far back as 1888 and in my 
_ annual report for the year 1892 I again referred 
to the subject, and pointed out that even where 
this method was adopted occasional cases of 
_ disease escaped detection ; hence it will be easy 
‘to understand the risk attendant upon the 
resent system of animal inspection in Hong- 
ong, where we have no such lairs at all. We 
consider that these should be taken in hand 
as soon as possible for the protection of our 
food supply, aud for the prevention of any 
contagious disease amongst cattle and other 
animals, Should any such disease break out 
the logs caused by it and the cost of stamping 
it out will exceed the cost of the lairs.” This 
report was signed by his Honour Mr. E. J. 


Ackroyd, Acting Chief Justice, Chairman, 
Hon. a P. Chater, Hon. J. J. Keswick, and 
Mr. T. Jackson. 


MR. J. D. HUMPHREYS FINED FOR 
RIDING AT HAPPY VALL}Y. 


—_—_—_>——_ 

At the Poli e Court on Thi rscay, before Mr. T. 
Sercombe Smith, Mr. J.D. Humphreys wassum- 
moned on 4 charge that he “on the 21st March 
at Wongneichung Recreation Ground in this 
colony unlawfully did commit a breach of the 
regulation made by the Governor in Council on 
the 8rd May, 1892, under section 2 of Urdinance 
8 of 1870, by riding over that part of the Wong- 
neichung Recreation Ground which is enclosed 
within the racecourse and the training track 
without permission from the Government first 
obtained.” : 

Mr, A. B. Johnson (Crown: Solicitor) prose- 
cuted, and Mr. C,. Ewens defended. 

Mr. Johnson—I am instructed to appear for 
the complainant in this summons. ‘Ihe sum- 
mons was taken out against Mr. Humphreys 
for a breach of the regulation made by the 
‘Governor in Council on the 3rd May, 1892, 
- under section 2 of Ordinance 8 of 1870. The 
Ordinance empowers the Governor in Council 
to make regulations for the maintenance of 


good order and the preservation of property 
in public buildings and gardens. and other 
. places, and under section 2 a regulation was 
madeon the 3rd May, 1892, by the Governor 
in Council and gazetted on the 7th of the 

E it reads as follows :— 
_ “Unless. permission from the Government 
has - first been obtained, riding over that 
part of the Wongneichung Recreation Ground 
which is en¢losed within the racecourse and 
the training track is prohibited until fur- 
The facts are that last Satur- 
, 2lst-March, athletic sports were being 

ld inside the training track, proper permission 
having been obtained. While the sports were 
going on Mr. Humphreys, who was with 
someone else, rode round the space reserved 
for the sports contrary to the regulation, 
as he had no permission from the Govern- 
ment. The summons comes before your Wor- 
ship under section 6—" Every person who shall 

: commit a breach of any regulation in- force 
for the time being under this Ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and shall be 
liable on summary conviction thereof before a 
magistrate to.a fine not exceeding $10 for the 
first offence and for every subsequent offence 
to a fine not exceeding $25 with or without 
month.” 
Section 8 says, “ In all proccedings in any court, 
the regulations in force for the time being 
this Ordinance shall be sufficiently proved 
by the production of a copy of the Gazette in 


‘ . game. month, and 


ther notice.” 


imprisonment not exceeding one 


under 
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which the same shall be published and con- 
tained.” Therefore I propose first of all to put 
in the regulation and+— : 

Mr. Ewens—Your! Worship. I might say 
that I admit the riding, but not the offence. 

Mr. Johnson—Do jyou admit riding in the 
enclosure ? 

Mr. Ewens— Yes. | 

Mr. Johnson—Ingide the race course and 
training track P ! 

Mr. Ewens—Yes. 

Mr. Johnson—Do you.also admit that a copy 
of the regulations wag put up under section 37 
Mr. Ewens—TI'll it the regulation is up. 
Mr. Johnson—Yon also admit that Mr. 
Humphreys had ne permission from the Govern- 

ment ? 

Mr. Ewens—No special permission ; it might 
be implied permissi There was no permis- 
sion in writing or direct permission otherwise 
than by the by-laws in force. The by-laws in 
force, I submit. are those of the 7th November, 
1892, not the regulation of the 3rd May. 

Mr. Johnson—Until I hear what Mr. Ewens 
has to say there is hardly anything for me to 
88 


y. 
Mr. Ewens—I do {not admit that the regula- 
tion of the 3rd May ib in force. The regulations 


‘in force ara thore of the 7th November. 


His Worship— Those are in force and so is 
this one. { 

Mr. Ewens—I do mot see how that can be, as 
the subsequent regulations are in force. These 
and the first one are inconsistent, as those of 
the 7th November permit riding. 

His Worship— Where ? 

Mr. Ewens—At polo; in the schedule it says 
polois permitted. | : 

His Worship—That is riding for a specific 
purpose, and— i 

Mr. Kwens—You cannot possibly convict a 
man under this proclamation. 

His Worship—Pdlo is permitted on Mondays 
and Fridays. i 

Mr. Ewens—“ The remainder of the area 
inside the training course” is for the ‘ public 
for general use,’ according to the schedule. 
* General use” must include riding. 

His Worship—Not if it has been already 
prohibited. 

Mr. Ewens—I cannot possibly see how you 
can convict under the regulation of the 3rd May 
when specific regulations are laid down on the 
‘th November. The last regulations say that 
polo can be played! and you must ride across 
the ground to pluy polo. In regard to.“ public 
for general use” there are other forms of riding 
besides horse riding; and there was bicycle 
riding that day. It is notorious that bicycle 
riding goes on there, and both kinds of riding 
_are included in the term “ general use.” 


upon it. 
Mr. Ewens—I 


Riding is partic 


Worship wishes m 
that point? There is only one point raised. 


that the May 


implication by 6 November 


by His Excellency the Governor i 


but not the May regulation. 


intentional that 


His Worship—We have nothing te do to-day 
with the question of bicycle riding. If that 
question comes up I shall be prepared to decide 


ontend that ‘“‘public for 
general use" must'cover riding. You cannot 
set up a regulation which is previous. The 
last regulations are the ones in force, and 
if it is said “ public for general use” we are 
entitled to the general use of the ground. 
rly mentioned and allowed, 
and therefore you caunot possibly consider 
that the regulation of the 3rd May is any longer 
in force because-under that regulation riding is 
only prohibited until further notice. A notice 
was issued on the 7th November and published 
in the Gazette for the “‘ public for general use.” 
Mr. Johngon—I !do not know whether your 

d to address you on the point. 

His Worship—Do you wish to address me on 


Mr. Johnson—The only point raised is 
igulation was repealed by 
regulations. 
It is quite clear that the May regulation was 
intended not to be |repealed expressly, because 
at the beginning of the regulations of Novem- 
ber it says, “The following regulations made 
Council in 
supersession of the regulation contained in Gov- 
ernment notification No. 488 of 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1890.” . Therefore one regulation is repealed, 
As to the point 
that it was repealed because the two are incon- 
sistent, I may tell| your Worship that it was 
© May regulation was not 
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repealed. The first regulation prohibits ridin, 
in that portion of the Recreation Ground which. 
is enclosed between the racecourse and the 
training ground. The second set of regula- 
tions deals with that portion of the Recreation 
Ground which is within the inner rails of tlie 
racecourse; therefore it includes the training 
track. If you look at the second set of regula- 
tions carefully you will find that nowhere is, ° 
riding allowed upon that portion of the ground * 
to which this set of regulations refers. Among 
other things they say that polo is allowed on 
cértain portions of the ground on Mondays and 
Fridays. Well, this was not polo. 

His Worship—Nor on a Monday or Friday. _ 

Mr. Johnson—No. Then we find that the 
public generally use the remaining portion 
of the ground inside the racecourse. -In no 
way can riding be described as coming 
within the definition of ‘public for general 
use.” The public means the people walking 
there. If people were allowed to ride over the 
place walking would be excluded. The only 
portion reserved for the public for general use 
isthe remainder of the area inside the training 
course. Therefore even if riding came under 
that definition it would be necessary to prove 
that the. riding was only within that area. 
Upon this ground I submit it is quite clear that 
‘the May regulation has not heen expressly re- 
pealed, and it is equally clear that there is no 
inconsistency whatever, because all the regula- 
tions can be interpreted. 

His Worship—This charge is brought under 
a regulation published in the Government Ga- 
zette on the 7th May, 1892. There is no need 
for me to read it fully. It says that riding 
is prohibited until further notice. Then you 
have a subsequent set of regulations published 
in the Gazette on the 7th November, 1892, also 
governing the maintenance of good order in the 
Wongneichung Recreation Ground. That set 
of regulations distinctly says they are in super- 
session of the Government regulations of the 
22nd November, 1890. That being so I have 
no difficulty in holding that the regulations 
in supersession of one set of regulations do 
not repeal the regulation of the 3rd May, 1892. 
On that I: base my decision, and I fine the 
defendant $10. ; 
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REPORT ON THE FOREIGN TRADE 
OF CHINA FOR THE YEAR 1895. 


-_--—--_—> -— — 

The following is Mr. Kopsch’s report on the 
trade of China for 1895, given in the Customs 
Returns of Trade and Trade Report :— 

GENERAL, 

Happily, neither the war with Japan, which 
was declared Ist August, 1894, and terminated 
on the signing of the treaty of Shimonoseki 
on the 17th April last, nor the riots and dis- 
quietude in certain provinces seriously affected or 
interfered with trade, which was remarkably 
active and prosperous throughout the year. The 
right to import machinery, conceded by the 
new treaty, gave an extraordinary impetus to 
industries, especially cotton spinning and 
weaving, in which enterprise Chinese and for- 
eigners have now invested much capital. Cheap 
labour and raw material are abundant, and with 
the continuance of the advantage which the East 
enjoys by the fall in the gold price of-silver there 
is every prospect of China becoming a most im- 
portant manufacturing country, which will lead 
to a keen and formidable competition in textiles 
between East and West. Of money there wasa 
plethora; interest on advances was reducd to 6 
per cent. and on deposits to 4 per cent. per an- 
num. Sterling exchange fluctuated over 11 per 
cent., and ranged from 2s. 83d. to 3s. Ojd. per 
Shanghai tael for demand drafts. The occupa- 
tion of the port of Newchwang by the Japanese 
in March led to a brief suspension of trade with 
that mart; it was, however, resumed in summer, 
but the demand for imports was reduced, while | 
for the staple export of Manchuria, beans 
and beancake, intended for shipment 
abroad, there was such a. deficiency that 
the tonnage employed in the transport of 
this freight fell off by 37 per cent. as compared 
with the figures of 1894, However, notwith- 
standing the disquieting effect of war, the loss 
of revenue sustained, and the dislocation of the © 
Liaotung traffic, the returns, both fiscal ‘and. 
statistical, of the foreign trade of China exhibit 
very satisfactory results.. : . 
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REVENUE. 
Compared with the collection of 1894, the 
gross receipts for the year, Hk. Ts. 21,385,000, 
show a decrease of Hk. Tis. 1,138,000. This 
deficit is fully accounted for by the fact that 
the Newchwang Custom House, whose annual 


revenue averages half a million taels, yielded 


nothing during the Japanese occupation of 

_ that port, and on the cession of Formosa to 
Japar in June the two Customs offices in that 
island ceased to function. The slight decrease 
under the heading of import duties and more 
marked decline against coast trade duties (ex 
cepting native opium) are also ascribable to 
the stoppage of revenue at the occupied and 
ceded ports. Assessing the loss in export duties 
at Hk. Tls, 680,000, owing to the absence of 
receipts at Newchwang throughout the year 
and from Formosa subsequent to its cession, 
the sum derived from exports, Hk.TIs. 8,775.000 
(excluding native opium), must be regarded 
as singularly encouraging, as it exceeds the col- 
lection of any former year and indicates a mar- 
vellous expansion in the foreign and domestic 
trade of the empire:- The items contributing 
to the increase in the foreign division are tea, 
silk, matting, firecrackers, skin rugs, and cloth- 
ing; and tin and grain to the domestic trade. 
The duty paid by opium, Hk, Tls. 2,250,000, is 
about the same as during the previous year; 
but if Hk: Tls. 711.900 (as against Hk. Ts. 
368,100 in 1894), derived from native opium, 
are subtracted from this total, it will be seen 
that there is a decrease of Hk. Tis. 354,000 in 
the amount yielded by Indian opium, while 
under the heading of opium likin the deficit 
amounts to Hk. Tis. 946,100 as compared 

- with the fignres of 1894. The cessation of 
shipments to Newchwang—never very large 
—coupled with the fact that since Jane no 
cognizance was taken of the consumption in 
Formosa, which would have absorbed over 2,000 
piculs, accounts to a certain extent for this 
diminution in the returns; but there can be no 
doubt that native opium has supplanted the 
foreign article, as shown by the decreased im- 
portations at all the ports. Transit dues paid 
to free imports to and produce from the 
interior exhibit a gain of Hk. Tls. 97,000 as 
compared with the receipts in 1894; to this 
excess foreign imports contributed Hk.Tls. 
61,400 and Chinese produce intended for ship- 
ment abroad Hk.Tls. 35,600. The figures for 
tonnage dues are about the same as in 1894. 

FOREIGN TRADE. 

Taking into consideration the gloomy 
outlook and adverse fufituences prevailing 
during the early part of the year the 
statistics of the foreign trade of China 
show admirable results. More merchandise 
entered and left the ports than in the preced- 
ing year, showing an aggregate increase in 
the value of imports and exports of 24 mil- 
lions, and although, as explained below, a 
large share of this gain is merely statistical, 
there has been a genuine improvement and 
expansion in trade with both Western aad 
Asiatic countries. Steadier exchange favoured 
business with gold-standard countries, while a 
large demand for coal, ginseng, matches, 
seaweed, and refined sugar, added to the 
scarcity of rice in Kwangtung and Fuhkien, 
made good by imported grain, swelled the value 
of trade with countries adjacent to China. 
Since the East has now entered into competition 
with the West in supplying China with textiles, 
additional entries have been made in the list of 
imports under the heading of cotton goods, to 
-pnable future comparison of the share taken by 
Oriental made cottons in tue piece goods trade 
with China. 

(a.) Imports—The net value of the import 
trade of 1895 exhibits an increase of over nine 
and a half million taels, but it is necessary to 
observe that the gain is illusory rather than 
real, as iri consequence of the occupation and 
acquisition of Chinese territory by Japan, quite 
seven million taels, representing the value of 
coastwise traffic formerly credited to domestic 
trade, have been transferred to the foreign 
- division. The marked falling off which char- 
acterised the opium trade «:f 1894 has not been 
arrested, but, on the contrary, shows a still 
more conspicuous decline, and apparently from 
the same cause given in lasf report in explana- 
tion of this retrograde movement, namely, re- 
stricted production in India greatly enhancing 


prices and curtailing demand at all the 
ports, combined with the improved quality and 
cheapness of :native drug. Of Malwa, Patna, 
Benares, and Persian opium only 51,306 piculs 
were landed, ‘being 11,819 piculs than in the 
previous year, By a singular coincidence this 
deficit corresponds closely with the total 
shipment—11,779 piculs—of native opium from 
Changking, in the province of Szechuen, for dis- 
tribution amongst the ports, though this quantity 
is only a mojety of what leaves that western- 
most port by other routes- and conveyance. 
From Mengtaz, in Yunnan, 603 poiculs were 
exported to Tonkin and small shipments of 
Szechuen drug have n made to the 
Straits. A decade ago the amount of Indian 
opinm landed at: Hongkong for consumption 
in China reached 96,164 piculs, and in 1886 
67,800 piculs passed through the Custom 
Honszes, whereas 51,306 piculs satisfied the re- 
quirements of consumers during the year under 
notice. Thére is’ a large increase -in the 
importation of morphia, which indicates a 
greater use of so-called anti-opium pills and 
that indulgence in morphonism is spreading. 
To Western manufacturers of textiles the year’s 
statistics will prove encouraging, for, despite 
the appreciation in the silver cost of goods, the 
demand for staple cottons has improved, parti- 
eularly in the case of grey shirtings (which 
advanced by 548,000 pieces), T'-cloths, and 
English sheetings. But to determine whether 
the trade has really developed concurrently with 
enhanced prices, the enormous consumption of 
yarn, and the opening of new markets, it 
is necessary: to compare the total offtake of 
principal cloths during the first and second half 
of the decade, and the result shows that in the 
aggregate there has been a significant decline 
in the importation of the cottons specified here- 
under. 


1886-90. 1891-95. 

Pieces. Pieces. 
Shirtings, Grey ............ 29,836,000 26,973,000 
i White ......... 11,930,000 11,213,000 
T-Cloths .....0...0.0...0c0 ee. 10,851,000 = 8,709,000 
Drills, English ........,... 1,742,000 — 1,117,C00 
» American ......... 2,802,000 3,156,000 
Sheetings, English ...... 3,093,000 3,440,000 
2 American ...... 6,359,000 6,276,000 
Total- 66,613,000 60,884,900 


The increased cost of cotton goods is account- 
able for this annual shrinkage of over 8 million 
pieces; and as an instance of the euhanced price 
which the consumer has to pay for British and 
American cottons owing to the fallin the gold 
value of the tael, one example, taken from Mr. 
G. W. Noel's market report of the 20th De- 
cember last, giving past and present quotations, 
will suffice. It is there shown that at the close 
of 1886, with exchange at 4s. 6$d. and cotton 
in Liverpool at 54d. per lb., a Chinese could 
buy at auction in this market an assort- 
ment totalling seventeen pieces of standard chop 
shirtings, T-cloths, jeans, sheetings; and drills, 
at a cost of Ts. 31.85, whereas the same 
goods in 1895, with exchange at 2s. lld. and 
cotton at 44d. per lb., would cost Tis. 40.71, 
or an advance of over 27 per cent. With such 
a rise in the price it must be regarded as 
satisfactory that the demand for cottons con- 
tinues so good. But the yearly importation of 
a million odd piculs of Indian yarn'affords evi- 
dence of the vast increase in the native hand- 
weaving industry throughout the Empire, which 
the high price of cotton fabrics hag stimulated 
in such a marked degree, to the displacement of 
imported goods. In this connection it should 
be noted that, besides the native cotton mills 
mentioned.in last report as projected or operat- 
ing, further capital, aggregating Tk. 3.800,000, 
has been subscribed during the year by foreign 
joint-stock ‘companies for the erection in Shang- 
hai of four spinning and weaving mills, capable 
of running: 143,000 spindles; and during the 
year 1897 there will probably be 18 or 20 
European, Chinese, and Japanese cotton mills 
established |at this port. In woollens, such as 
camlets, lastings, long ells, and blankets, there 
has been a slightly better demand, probably due 
to military requirements; but trade remains 
sta t, and the figures of the year’s importa- 
tions are still far below those of the middle of 


the decade: Nor is the cause far to seek. The 


market report already quoted shows that in 


‘1886 and 1890 when exchange rose,.a- native 
desiring to 
lish ® 0 : 
obtain the lot lot for Tls.. 24.54; while .for 
the same quantity and ‘class of goods :-he-would ~ 
now have to expend Tis. 33.92, or 38 per cent. 
more. 
little sought after for apparel, as ordinary silk 
and satin costs little more. 
have suffered more from the -rise-.in “thexsilver 
price of gold than that in metals,-and the year's ~ 
statistics do not exhibit an: 

prevailing 


urchase one piece of- Eng: 


camlet, long ells, and lustre 


Aft such enhanced rates woollens: are 


No trade seems to 


xecovery: from: the 
tion. 1891, when ..the . 
Haikwan tael averaged 46.:11d.,..the aggregate 


weight of all kinds of- metals. demanded. by 
this market reached of 2,.06,000 piculs, but, 
under the influence of low exchange, the total 
quantity landed has dwindled to 1,550,000 piculs 
in 1895. Importations of iron of all descrip- 
tions— bar, hoop, wire, pig, and old scrap— 
amounted in 1891 to 1,726,000 piculs, wheress - 
at present high prices 1,071,000 piculs fulfilled 
the requirements of the year. f 
iron, which always constituted the bulk of the 
iron importations, there was a large and almost 
limitless market, and in 1891 deliveries. reached 
859,009 piculs, but the appreciation of gold 
appears to- have so effectually bis 


For old scrap 


ted this 
traffic that consumption is reduced to 413,000 


piculs, or 50 per cent. less than the demand five 
years ago. Several additions have been made 


to the list of sundries, as the aggregate valne 
of many commodities increased to such an 
extent as to warrant separate enumeration in’ 


the table; amongst them the most prominent 


are bags, Llama braid, candles, cement, cigars 
and cigarettes, palm-leaf fans, lamps, lather, 
Japanese matches and umbrellas, medicines, 
kerosine oil frem Sumatra, and refined 
sugar. On glancing down the list it will 
be seen that over five million more bags 
were required than in 1894, owing to 
the enormous codstwise shipments of grain. 
Deliveries of coal, mostly Japanese, exceeded 
those of the previous year by 86,000 tons. 
Cigars and cigarettes are imported in ever- 
increasing quantities, and represent a value of 
Hk Tis. 280,000. A cigarette factory is in 
operation-at Shanghai. The consumption of . 
duty-free flour has oubled within five years, the 
present importation being valued at Hk. Tis. 
1,465,000 against Hk. Tis.704,000 in 1891, and, as 
in the cage of rice, most of it enters the Kwang- 
tung province. The miserable paddy crop in that 
province had to be made good by over 9,000,000 
piculs of duty-free foreign rice which passed 
through Kowloon and 5,955,000 piculs paying. 
duty from the ports on the Yangtare. The 
estimated value of the Siamese and -southern - 
grain consumed was Hk. Tis. 15,000,000, and of « 
the native rice Hk. Tls. 10;370,000, or 8 total of 
HkT ls. 25,370,000. That the province of which 
Canton is the capital can- pay over 25 million 


taels for food products without any unusual dis- 


tress or scarcity béing heard of speaks marvels 
for the resources of South China. As compared 
with the figures of 1895, double the quantity of 
machinery arrived in China. For - European 
and Japan matches there is a constantly grow: - 
ing demand ; 8,116,000 gross (of which 7,265,000 
gross wered apanese)constitated the year's supply, 
whereas a decade ago the importation was-under 
two million gross. Strange to say, flint stones 
have not disappeared from the list. In kerosine. 
oil there isa diminution of over 18 million gallons, ; 
the decrease being in American oil, owing to 
excessive stocks at the end of 1894 and a tem- 
porary iu3ufficient supply in America, which 
brought about a suspension of shipments to the 
East and caused a considerable advance in 
price. The demand for Russian oil accordingly” 
increased and shows a gain of nine on ° 
gallons, while that from Sumatra has quadrupled 
during the year. The explanation made in: 
regard to the statistical increase im the 
aggregate value of imports applies to the gain 
noticeable in the case of unenumerated sundries. 
(b.) Exports —It should be borne: in mind 
that of the 15 million taels increase in the value 
of the year's export trade fully six million taels 
are dne to the altered fiscal and statistical treat- 


ment of the coast traffic, necessitated by the. — ; 


events of the war, a8 explained in the ‘introdne-. 
tory remarks in -connection with ‘the import 
trade. There is, however, an actual -gain of . 


inne million taels, owing to the hetter-demand; - 


induced by low exchange, for nearly all Kinds | 


ot 
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of Chinese produce, but particularly silk 
and its products, tea, cotton, firecrackers, 
skins, matting, oils, and other commodities 
taken -by gold-standard countries. Sericultare 
is now the leading industry in China since 
tea has gradually receded to a subordinate 
position. The total shipments of. white, ) ellow, 
and wild silk, besides that reeled in steam 
filatures, known commercially as “China 
Filatures,” reached the high figure of 110,620 
piculs, or a gain of 11,100 piculs as compared 
with the export of 1894. This excess is the 
resultof improved demand for yellow silk and 
“filatures,” which variety is now classed 
separately in the returns. in order to have data 


’ wherewith to observe the development of this 


rapidly expanding industry established at 
Canton and Shanghai, from which ports the 
entire quantity of “filatures” was shipped, 
Canton sending 20,719 piculs and Shanghai 
6,276 piculs, the latter quantity being the 
outturn of the numerous local steam filatures. 
Orders for cocoons, mainly from France, Italy, 
-the United States, and Japan, exceeded all 
previous demands ; and of silk piece goods, other 
than pongees, the markets abroad took no less 
than 20,500 piculs, or 4,100 picula, estimated at 
Hk. Tls. 2,980,000, more than in 1894. The fact 
that in 1885 the export of silk and satin goods, 
‘including pongees, only attained 10,280 piculs, 
against the present 23,120 piculs, affords a 
better idea of the increase in the consumption 
of these rich and elegant fabrics since they 


‘have been cheapened by low exchange. In 


connection with the silk industry it is 
worthy of note that the steps initiated by 
the Inspector-General to implant in China 
the Pasteur system of detecting and era- 
dicating disease in silkworms have succeeded 
in the Kwangtang province, to which sub- 
ject allusion is made in the Canton report. 
In the export of tea of all kinds the gain 
is insignificant, being only 3,300 piculs. From 


_ Russia there was a strong demand, and the 


purchases of black tea, at exceptionally high 


"prices, both for the Odessa market and for trans- 


mission via Kiakhta, were the largest on record, 
the total aggregating 384,300 piculs, as against 
327,900 pienls in 1894; yet the considerable 
increase from this source was insufficient to 
make good the falling off of over 150,000 piculs 
in the export of black tea to Great Britain and 
the United States, which have become larger 
consumers of China teas ihan the United 
Kingdom. Compared with ‘the total in 1894, 
the export of black tes shows a diminution 
of 93,000 piculs; green tea, an advance 
of 10,700 piculs, due to larger shipments 
to England and America; brick tea and 


‘its congener tablet tea, an increase of 85,800 


piculs and 2,800 piculs respectively, the de- 
mand for these varieties continuing to expand 
and the shipments being unprecedentedly large. 
A similarly conspicuous expansion has taken 
place during the last five years in the exportfof 
black tea for Russia—Odessa and Siberia— 
the figures for the year reaching 384,300 piculs, 
against 287,900 piculs in 1891. During the 
same period the export of black and green tea 
to the United Kingdom fell from 409,300 
piculs in 1891 to 250,400 piculs, being a 
decrease of 158,900 piculs. In 1885 the 


- direct shipments to Great Britain aggregated 


one million piculs. Although the price of 
raw cotton rose, the export was nearly 150,000 


‘piculs greater than that in 1894 and totalled 


896,000 piculs. Japan took 744,000 piculs, against 
half a million in the p~evious year ; whereas ship- 
ments to Europe declined from 104,000 piculs 


_ in 1894 to 32,000 piculs in 1895, a less favourable 


exchange affecting the laying-down cost in the 
‘West. Perhaps no trade has shown such un- 
pri peer rapid developments as that in skins 
or clothing and rugs, consisting principally 
of the tanned and untanned pelts of dogs, goats, 
sheep, and lambs, the value of the shipments 
during the year increasing over 100 per cent. 


This extraordinary advance, fostered by the de-. 


preciated gold price of the tael, will be more 
clearly exhibited by giving the value of the ex- 


rts for the past five years :—1891, Hks. Tis. 
1,000; 1892, Hk. Tis. 1,315,000 ; 1893, Hk. Tls. 


1,299,000 ; 1894, Hk. Tls. 1,681,000 ; 1895, Hk. 
Ts. 2,649,000. A no less remarkable expansion 
is observable in the demand for nankeens, 
which aro required by Chinese labourers abroad, 
who now find it as cheap to buy this more 


foreign flags, 


869,000 tons de 
coasting lines increased their fleet by several 
steamers. 7 | 
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durable homespun cloth as the flimsy European 


fabrics so enhanced in price by the appreciation 
of gold. This explanation accounts for the large 
shipments, which attained 36,600 piculs, valued 
at Hk. Ts. 1,343,000,)as compared with less than 
half that quantity in previous years. It. is 
alleged, and with mubh reason, that the high 
price of imported cdttons has stimulated the 
manual weaving industry. throughout China, 
where looms have increased in number and with 
them the consumption of Indian yarn. Akin 
to.the textile industry is the weaving of mat- 
ting, of which material the 
tity of 483,400 rolls was exported\ from South 
China, chiefly to the United Stages. i 
staples, such as straw braid, 
and hides, exhibit ja slight falltkg off as 
compare with the |figures of the previons 
year; but this loss is fully balanced by 
the shipment of several new products which 
so-called cheap silyer makes it profitable 
to send to the West. | Amongst these additional 
exports are bristles, sesamum seed, tallow (both 
animal and vegetable) and white wax, in which 
commodities considerable capital is invested. 
Tin from the Yunnan mines to the value of 
Hk.Tls. 812,800, representing 40,800 piculs, was 


r exported to Hongkong through the Mengtsz 


Customs. 


(ce) Re-exports.—The large increase in the 
value of re-exports to foreign conntries is 
mainly due to the altered returns treatment of 
the trade with Formosa, which is regarded as 
foreign traffic’since the cession of that island to 
Japan; hence the conspicuons increment cre- 
dited to that country. Formosa tea re-exported 
from Amoy to the [United States accounts for 
the enormous adyance in reshipments to America 

SHIPPING. 


In connection with the foreign trade, the 
total arrivals at ports of.entry were 4.265 
vessels, aggregating 4.292,334 tons. against 
4,059 vessels, of 3,804,688 tons, in 1894; with 
the coast or home trade, 14,018 vessels, of 
10,560,806 tons, “ds compared with 14,770 
entries, totalling 10,995,406 tons, during the 
preceding year ; and the total tonnage entered 
and cleared summed up 29,737,078 tons, or 
115,000 more than-in 1894. Of the coast trade 
tonnage inwards, 8,127,097 tons were under 
tha balance being Chinese. 
Freight was abundant and profitable, the 


cargoes of rice from the Yangtsze on Govern- 
-ment and re account demanding sea 


transport for over| 14,600,000 picnls, or, say, 


weight. Nearly all the 


TREASURE. 
The recorded movements of gold and silver 


bullion between China and foreign countries 


were a net export of gold of Hk. Tls. 6,624,000 
(£1,083,000), or about half the value of shfp- 
ments in 1894, and a net import of silver of 
Hk. Tis. 36,685,004, which is more by, say, Hk. 
Ts. 10,400,000 than in the year before. 

6. Values.—Tha estimated value of the 
foreign import and the export trade, exclusive 
of bullion, is calculated in the same way as in 
the report for 1890|:— 


: Hk. Tis. 
Net imports, market value ...... 22... 171,696,715 
Deduct import duty ..,......4,500,300 
Deduct opium duty 


—— 10,143,500 


Importe, less duty,jete................... 161,553,215 
Deduct 7 per cent.\for charges, etc... 11,808.725 


Imports, value at moment of landing 150,244,490 


Exports to foreign/ countries, market 
Wale? evidssscabnadien daide orca cenee as 143,293,211 
Add duty, estimated at... 5,940,085 


Add 8 per cent. on market value for 
charges, etc, sf nama wicca mites ae 11,463,457 


Exports, value ati moment of ship- 
ment 


H. Kopscs#, 


Statistical Secretary. 


Shanghai, 14th (March, 1896. 
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CHINA SUGAR REFINING CO,, 
LIMITED. 


7 
The eighteenth annual meeting of the 


ee, in the China Sugar Refining 
O., 


Limited, was held at the offices 
General Agents, - Messrs. Jardine, 


Matheson & Co., at noon on the 27th March. 
Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving presided, and were also 
present—Hon. E. R. Belilios, Messrs, F. A. 
Gomes, 
C. 8. Sharp- (Consulting Committee), J. Barton 
(Secretary), R. C. Wilcox, W. A. Cruickshank, 
-K. McK. Ross, G. C. Cox, F. Henderson, R. 
Inglis, J. McG. Forbes, G. M.’ Bain, J. R. 
Michael. W. J. Gresson, A. P. McEwen, A. 
C. Coutts, Ho Tung, and Ho Fnk. 


D. R. Sassoon, St. C. Michaelsen,” 


The SECRETARY read the notice calling the 


meeting. - ; 


The CHAaIRMAN—Gentlemen, with your per- 


mission I propose to treat the report and ac- 
‘counts as read. It is a matter of great regret 
to the Consulting Committee and the General 
Agents that the report now before you is so un- 
satisfactory. The unfortunate result of last 
years Operations was due to a combination of 
adverse circumstances such as have been un- 
known iu the previous history of the Refinery, 
and which it is hoped will not again have to 
be encountered collectively. 
the report will have informed you of the 
principal causes which led to the loss on 
working, but with reference to two of them, 
viz., 
sugar owing to the fall in. exchange, and the 


-A perusal of 


the enhanced laid ‘down cost of raw 


oss on forward contracts- for Java sugar, I 


should like to say a few words in further ex- 
planation. With regard to exchange, you are 
aware that in the beginning of 1895 rates fell 
to the very low level of ls. 114d. per dollar, and ° 
this at a time when the Refinery had to take 
delivery of and pay: for its requirements for the 
ensuing four or five months’ working. This 
resulted in a smart loss, which was increased by 
the decline in the price of sugar all over the 
world ta a point very considerably below those 
at which the larger portion of the Company’s 
purchases of Java raw sugar was contracted for. 
The Refinery depends upon the Java crop for its 
principal suppliesyand it has been the practice of 
the Company, in common with other buyers, to 
contract some considerable time ahead for its 
requirements in order to guard against the risk 
of being undersupplied. 
generally a wise one, in addition to being 
almost necessary, is shown by the satisfactory 
margins on sales during past years up to the 
end of 1894, which have enabled the Company 
to declare larger dividends than conld otherwise 
have been earned. The dividend for 1889, 
which reached the handsome figure of 25 per 
cent., was materially assisted by the Refinery's 
forward contracts. 
experiance of 1895, it is not deemed expedient to 


That this policy is 


In spite of the unfortunate 
depart from a system which, prior to that year, 


has given good results, and with the approval of 
the Consulting Committee the General Agents - 


have made contracts for the 1896 Java crop, 
which, as the market’at present stands, should 
improve the position of this year. I may 
menticn in this connection that latest advices 
from Java unnounce that three-fourths of the 
Java growing crop has already been sold, 
and you will thus readily understand how we 
are compelled to make forward contracts for 
sugars, some of which may not pass through 
our Refinery until many months after purchase. 
Another source of disappointment has been the 
Company’s sales in America. These, usually a 
source of profit, were attended during 1895 by 
difficulties arising from the arbitrary nature of 
the United States tariff, and an attempt on the 
part of the American Sugar Trust.to drive the 
Hongkong refineries out of the field. The im- 
portance of retaining our hold upon a market 
which constitutes one of our regular outlets, and 
to supply which we are provided with specially 
adapted machinery, must be apparent to you all. 
T am pleased to say an improvement in the-situa- 
tion is this year reported by our San Francisco 
agents. These causes, gentlemen, combined with 
a short water supply and the curtailment of de- 
mand for the Refinery’s producta consequent on 
the war between China and Japan, prevented the 
Company from keeping in its regular. markets 
except at a loss, and it was only as the year 
drew to a close that the outlook became 
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brighter, too late, however, to influence the 
resull of our working for the period under 
review. This improvement, I am pleased to 
say,.has so far continued. At the last annual 
medting of the Company the Chairman men- 
tioned that a suitable site for a reservoir had _ 
béen acquired, and that operations upon it had 

béen begun, When in July last it became 
evident that the results of the year's working 
would be very unsatisfactory, rendering every 
economy in expenditure more than ever 
essential, it was decided to stop the 
work in. progress and avail of an alter- 
native scheme which opportunely presented 
itaélf, furnishing a more limited supply than 
would have been afforded by the proposed re- 
sérvoir, but still sufficient for the anticipated 
needs of the Refineries for the time being, even 
during the winter months, and at a compara- 
tively smaller cost. as the figures given in the 
report will show you. Under these circum- 
stances I trust you will approve of the decision 
of the General Agents and Consulting Com- 
mittee to suspend operations upon the larger 
soheme, and of their recommendation to write 
back to credit of profit and loss account the 
sum of $140,000 previously appropriated for 
water supply. Before moving the adoption of 
the report and accounts I shall be pleased to 
cs answer any questions that may be put. 
; _ There weré no questions and the CHAIRMAN 
moved the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. Wricox—I beg to second the adoption 
of the report and statement of accounts, and in 
doing so I think all the shareholders will concur 
with me that the General Managers deserve 
our thanks for the handsome slice they have 
relinquished in their commission to reduce 
the debit balance. -I trust the necessity for 
such a sacrifice will not occur again, and that 
next year the Chairman will have the usual 
pleasing announcement to make that dividend 

- warrants are ready. (Laughter and applause). 
Carried. : 
_Mr.‘Courts proposed the re-election of Hon. 
E. R. Belilios. Mesars. F. A. Gomes, D. R. 
Sassoon, St. C. Michaelsen, and C. 8S. Sharp as 
the Consulting Committee. 

Mr. WItcox seconded. 

Carried. 

Mr. G. C. Cox proposed the re-election of the 
auditors, Messrs. Thomas Arnold and Fullerton 
Henderson. 

Mr. Ho Tune seconded. 

Carried. 

The CuHarnmaNn—That concludes the business 
of the meeting. I thank you very much for 
your attendance. ‘ 


LUZON SUGAR REFINING CO,, 
LIMITED. 


bad 

The fourteenth ordinary annual meeting of 
shareholders in the Luzon Sugar Refining 
Co., Limited, was held at the offices of 
the General Agents, Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
’ & Co., on the afternoon of the 27th March. 
Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving présided, and there were 
also present—Messrs. R. Cooke, J. H. Lewis 
. (Consulting Committee), F. Barton (Secretary), 
Hon. E. R. Belilies, T. Arnold, J. H. Cox, J. R. 
Michael, W. A. Cruickshank, W. Gresson, J. 
MoG. Ho Forbes, Tung, Ho Fuk, and G. H. 

Potts. 

The SkcRETARY read the notice calling the 
meeting. 

The Coaizrman—Gentlemen, the report hav- 
ing been in your hands since the beginning of 
last week I propose with your consent to treat 
it as read. You are aware that the year 1895 
was one of great depression in the sugar trade 
all over the world and that in consequence 
prices remained at a.very low level. The 
Company has, however, been fortunate, 
ne virtue of its being in close touch with 

e Spanish market, where a steady demand con- 
tinued throughout the year and thus constant 
perl a a was provided for the Refinery, 
althongh at rates which only allowed 
of a moderate margin of profit. You will see 
on reference to the accounts that on the 3lst 
December last there was the sum of $112,700.97 


on current account at the credit of the Refinery, 
while ita liabilities to the General Agents on the 
same date amounted to $249,533.50. 


dor Spain continues fair, and although the price 


during the past year. 


in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank in Manila 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


transferred to [Hongkong on account| of the provi 
very low rates of exchange ruling during the 
latter months of the year, namely, from) 3. to 5 


per cent. premium, ad I am pleased to 
the Company has gained considerably | by the 
delay, the money having since been remitted 
at rates varying from 10 to 133 per cent. 
premium and applied to the reduction of the 
advances: by thé General Agents. The General 
Agents now propose to close the advance account 
by transferring; the amount at debit to thei 
current account, a course which, in view of 
the improved financial position, will no doubt 
commend itself| to you. I would mention that 
in accordance with the wishes expressed by a 
shareholder at tthe last annual meeting of the 
Company, we obtained an independent cartificate 
of the stocks}of raw and refined sugar at 
Malabon, as gn 31st December last. DN new 
line of steamers having recently commenced 
to run monthly between Manila and Spanish 
ports, for which Messrs. Smith, ‘Bell & 
Co. are agents in Manila, and the more 
frequent facilities thus atforded for ‘direct 
shipments, will enable our Company :to meet 
more promptly and with greater tegularity 
the demand for refined sugar on the Spanish 
markets. With regard to prospects for the 
present year, I am glad to say that the demand 


y that 


of our raw material is higher, an advance has 
also been established in refined. Before closing 
I desire on behalf of the Consulting Committee 
and General Agents to express theiy appre 
ciation of the gatisfactory management by the 
Manila agents of the Company’s ;business 
I shall be pleased to 
answer any questions shareholders -may desire 
to ask before moving the adoption of the report 
and accounts. | 

There were no questions and the CHAIRMAN 
moved the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. J. H. Gox—I beg to second. I'am quite 
sure that sharéholders are well satistied with the 
good report the General Managers have been 
able to place before us. 

Carried. | 

Hon. E. R. [BELILIO8 proposed the re-election 
of Messrs. J.iH. Lewis and R. Cooke-as Con- 
sulting Comniittee. - 

Mr. Ho TUNG seconded. 

Carried. 

Mr. Ho Tuna proposed the re-clection of Mr. 
Thomas Arnald as auditor. 

Mr. Ports |seconded. 

Carried. 

The CHargMAN—Dividend warrants will’ be 
issued to-morrow. I thank you for your at- 
tendance. ’ 


CHINA AND MANILA STEAMSHIP 
CUMPANY, LIMITED. 


og 

The thirteenth ordinary general meeting of 
the shareholders of the China and Manila 
Steamship Company, Limited, was held in the 
Company's dffice on Saturday, at noon. Mr. 
R. Shewan presided, and there were also present 
—Messrs. M! D. Ezekiel and N. A. Siebs (Con- 
sulting Committee), J. H. Cox, A. C. S. 
Manners, and E. 8. Kelly. 

The notice calling the meeting was read. 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen, as copies 
of the report and accounts have been circulated 
amongst youjfor some time past, it is not neces- 
sary to read them now. We propose, as you will 
have seen from the report, to pay a dividend 
of 10 per cenit. and in addition to put $10,000 
to reserve fund, carrying forward $974.02 to new 
account. Last year we were only able to pay a 
dividend of 7 per cent., which left nothing for 
reserve, so that I think you will agree with me 
-we have every reason to be satisfied with the 
result this time. Both steamers had to undergo. 
expensive surveys during the period under 
review, and are in very good order, but the ten- 
dency nowadays with such constant changes in 
construction’ and improvements in ‘machinery 
is for steamers to depreciate very rapidly. 
Small boats, too, for the Manila trade are be- 
coming obsolete, as at the rates which now 
obtain only| large carriers can be worked in it 
at a profit. |The actual depreciation from wear 
and tear with boats well kept up, as ours are, 
may not be| very great, but the depreciation 


5 The | in’ market value owidg to the causes .I have 
-money in thé hands of the- Bank- was not! named is very large; and unless’ we made 


| 
! 


done, we should only be misleading you afd’. 
placing a fictitious value on your proporty:: 
The Zafiro, owing to the smallness of -her: 
carrying capacity, like the Diamante before-her, : 
cannot hold her own on the line with such: boate- 
as the Esmeralda, carrying more than donble,, 
but costing hardly anything more to run, and. 
it will not be long before we shall have to con-- 
sider how to replace her hy a larger. and- more’ 

modern and more economical vessel.. --In; 
fact, it is time now that we had-a bigger: 
boat, and if we had sufficient money avail-- 
able we should. ask ‘your permission -to: eet: 
to work at once to purchase or build one. : 
I do not think there is anything in the accounts. 
that calls for special remark or explanation fromi- 
me. 
on 31st December have since been pretty nearly. 
all got in, about $1,000 of freight only being: 
still uncollected, and of the. $18,000 odd’ due: 
to sundry oreditors there remains only a few 

hundred dollars not yet paid off. the. 
$41,000 odd cash on hand, some $15,000 has been: 
invested in the purchase of 100 Hongkong Land. 
and 100 China Traders’ Insurance C: 
and the remainder will be used in the payment . 
of the dividend, amounting to $25,000. 

I move the adoption of the report and accounts 

I shall be pleased to answer any questions. 


of Mr. M. D. Ezekiel to the Con 
mittee be confirmed and the re-election of 
Messrs Gillies, Siebs, and Shewan to the Con- 
sulting Committee. 


m 
ee made with the development of the different 


sections of the mine during the past year. The 
object I have kept steadily in view has been the 

development of the different mines, so as to in- 

crease the output 
tion to the nominal capital of the Company rather 
than the payment of immediate dividends. With 
this object in view, I have devoted all the’ avail. 


[Amst bets 


sion for this in our accounts, as wa: havé~ 


The outstanding freights and othér debta- 


0.’ ri 
ore 


There being no questions, the CHAIRMAN. 


moved the adoption of the report and accounts. 


Mr, KEtxy seconded. 

Carried. 

Mr. J. H. Cox proposed that the a pointment 
ting Com-;. . 


Mr. KELLY seconded. 
Carried. , 
Mr. KELLY proposed the re-election of Messrs. 


J. H. Cox and T. Arnold as auditors for the 
ensuing year. 


Mr. N. A. Stes seconded. 
Carried. : 
The CHAIRMAN—That is all the business, 


gentlemen. I thank you for your attendance. 
The dividend warrants are now : 


ready. 


oa RAUB. 
—__e—_— 
The mining manager's annual report for the 


year ending 29th February, 1896, is as followsi— 


I have the honour to herewith forward you: 
annual report of the work done snd’ pro- 


and bring it more.in propor- 


able resources at my disposal to that’ purpoxe,: 
feeling assured that it is for 
of the Company to do so. 

mind that this is not an ordinary 
that I have to deal with, but a “gold field-” 
capable of 
this purpo 


You must: beat in 
« gold mine ” 


immense development, and. it is to 
se I have devoted 


making them 220 ft. and 254 ft.’ respectively. 
A new engine shaft, 13 ft. by 4 ft. int the clear, 
has also been started at Bukit Malacca, and is 
now down and timbered tos depth of. 60: ft. 
This I propose sinking to a depth of 150 -feet 
before opening out. When thesé deeper levels are 
proved and opened ont, they will add greatly to 
ouralready large reserves ofore. The time hasnow. 
arrived when I can with confidefce recomiménd: 
a, large increase in our crushing power. .I Have, 


of power available and the cost of. proposed in~ 
stallation. the! mill has - 
put through eld 
of 6,172 oz. 18 
average per ton of 10 dwts- 2} gts 


i 


ee 
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the best interest” , 


all my efforts: — 
With this object in view, the No. 2 Raub: Hole 
and Bukit Koman engine shafte have been sunk, 
the former 100 ft. and the latter 108 ft. dewper, 


April 1, 1896] - 


brings the total number of tons crushed by 
the Company since starting operations to 
30,258 for a total yield of 20,355 oz. 14 dwts. 
12 grs. smelted gold, but of this one dividend 

6d. per share, amounting to £4,750, has been 
paid, and I kave afvised the directors to pay 
another of the same amount. In addition to 
this, the railway has been built and the mine 
has been practically developed out of its own 
regources. During the year the different 
sections.of the mine have continued to develop 
large and payable bodies of ore, adding greatly 
to our reserves of ore in sight. In addition to 
this there are deeper levels which ought soon to 
be in ore. When I tell you that payable ore is 
known to exist over a distance of four miles on 
the line of lode traversing this Company's 
property. and that not more than 300 yards by 
a depth of 150 feet have only been partly 
worked, some slight idea of the immense pos- 
sibility of the property can be formed. 


ear --— 


y 

Raub Hole.—In the main engine shaft very 
The whole of my at- 
tention was devoted ta the development of the 
main ore shoot in the No. 2 shaft. This ore 


little work has been done. 


shoot dips {o the south ata uniform rate of 1] 


iti 5, and has all been worked out above the No. 
It is this shoot of ore that has 
pulled the Company through all its financial 
troubles and enabled us to wcbjetot other 


2 or 120 ft. level. 


mines on the lease. With the objectyof follow- 


ing this shoot/of ore to a greater depth, the No. 
2 shaft has heen sunk 100 feet deeper, making 
At 216 feet a plat 
has been cut and a ecresscut driven 76 ft. to 


" the total depth 220 feet. 


the west. At 26 ft. in a small formation 
was met about 3 inches thick which proved 
to be the lode formation. 
of ventilating this level a winze has been 
atarted at the 116 level 48 ft. in the south drive 
and sunk to a depth of 56 ft.; at this depth 
the water became too strong for hand power 
and the work had to be stopped. A level has 
been driven 110 feet south at 216 ft. and an 
uprise put up 29 feet to meet the winze and, 
althongh only a few feet from breaking through. 
is almost dry. This work has proceeded slowly 
owing to the hardness of the ground and the 
inexperience of the coolies at this class of work. 
_: A level has also been started to go north on 
the course of the lode formation, and has been 
driven 25 ft. This drive is to prospect the 
ground towards the No. 1 shaft, where I have hopes 
of meeting another shoot of gold. At 30 feetdown 
in the winze (between the 116 andthe 216 feet 
levels) the main ore shoot was passed through ; 
below this it is merely a small vein or forma- 
tion 3 to 4 inches wide and carries no gold. In 
the winze it carries gold to where it pinches. 
At this point the ore shoot is frcm 70 to 80 feet 
in depth, and appears to gradually widen as it 
goes down. The bottom of No. 3 level will not 
int- reect it until in is in, south, about 250 feet. 
This level will enable us to work 600 to 700 
feet of the shoot before it again goes under foot, 
which I estimate will yield about 7,000 tcns of 
first class ore. The main south level at 120 
feet has been driven 140 feet, and the os. 1 
-and 2 shafts connected.. The total distance 
between these two shafta is 404 feet. The only 
gold got in this level until the main ore shoot 
was met with was some small cross leaders 
about 100 feet south from the crosscut from 
the No. 1 shaft. These we dre now working ; 
they carry very good gold aud, although small, 
turn out a lot of gold; 22 feet have been driven 
east. and 36 feet west on them. On the one 
going east a hard bar of slate has come in and 
cut it off. The one going west still carries 
good gold. This drive is making a lot of water, 
so I do not think it advisable to extend it 
. further at present. A winze has been sunk 23 
* fee€ on the east leader and fair gold to that 
depth, although not quite so good as in the 
level. I am now stoping over the back of 
both of these drives. There are a number of 
these small cross leaders to work here and, al- 
though small, they turn out a lot of gold. 
South from the crosecut at the No. 2 shaft 
the main level has been extended 140 feet. 


The 
following is a detailed statement of the work 
done on the different mines during this 


For the purpose 
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and carries no gold} Nothing pe:manent as 
yet been found in |this secticn of the mil e 
beyond the main ore ghoot. t 


Bukit Koman.—Thhis section, I am pleased ito 


-say, has turned out yery well during the year, 


and hag supplied most of the ore for the : 
At the date of my last anrual report we had 
just commenced to stope at the No. } north shaft. 
‘Work has been steadily carried on in these stopes 
on a lode frcm 12 fo 22 feet wide, those to the 
north almost to the face of the main level and 
south to a Sorina 

crogscut. South of the main crosscut the lode 
is not quite eo wide, § to 10 feat, but the ore is 
of much higher grade. The south main tevel is 
now in 201 feet from the crosscut in a big 
solid lode showing |good gold. In the lead- 
ing stope coming fe behind this drive the 


of 200 feet from the main 


lode is fully 15 eet wide, showing good 
gold right across the face, with about 110 feet 
of backs to work lup to the bottom of the 
old native workings. Although such a large 
quantity of crushing stuff has been sent to the 
mill from these stopes, not one half of the 


available ore has yet been taken out. and this: 


with every propect of these stopes being 
extended indefinitely both north and south. 
Three air ghafts have been sunk; two south 
of the main crossqut. No. 1 was sunk to a 
depth of 125 feet when it broke through into 
the workings 20 boat south of the crosscut. 
No. 2 broke through at a depth of 124 feet 
to an intermediate drive driven to meet it. 
This inte:mediate drive is 35 feet above the 
back of the main gouth level. Good gold was 
got all the way from the bottom of the old 
native workings to {le intermediate drive. giv- 
ing us 110 feet high of a payable ore at this 
point. As the old. native workings extend in 
this direction right over hill a distance of over 
half a mile there is évery prospect of there Lding 
many years’ cupplylot crushing stuff from these 
stopes alone. A second air shaft has been sunk 
north of the No. 2i toa depth of 70 feet; this 
has not yet broken through to the workings 
below. ‘he main Jevel north has not been ex- 
tended during the year. as it was not required, 
and also us this level is under a swamp and 
ulmost all the water of the mine is coming from 
it and the ground is very soft, I did not think 
it advisable to do ahy work until the N.E. mon- 
soon was over, when I propose continuing 
driving this end. ;T'he lode in the face of the 
level is about 14 tet wide, of good looking ore, 
but at present is of rather low grade. ; 


Main Engine Shaft—This has been sunk 
and timbered to a depth of 108 feet below the 
No. 1 or 146 feet level. Opening scts are now 
being placed in position, when the plat will be 
ent and driving for the lode commenced. I do 
not expect to have} to go more than 30 or 40 
feet to cut the lode. This will more than double 
our already large available ore resources. ‘l'here 
has been no work done on the leader formation 
in the engine shaft, as there was plenty of 
crushing stuff to he got from the stopes with- 
out it. Iam pleased to say that the develop- 
ments in this mine have exceeded my most 
ganguine expectations. 

Western Lode.-Work in this section has 
been confined to stoping over the back of the 
No. 2 or 160 feet level. The lode varies from 1 
fo 8 ft. wide. on a very irregular. The pay- 
able ore in these stopes has proved far more ex- 
tensive than I anticipated, and coutinues. to 
show gvod gold. [lhere is still a large extent 
of ground available for stoping. ‘I'he ground is 
good and inexpensive to work, but has given us 
a good deal of trouble owing to its settling; dur- 
ing the late heavy; rains. 1t is my intention to 
sink the main etgine shaft 100 feet deeper at 
the earliest oppo ity, as I have every reason 
to think this will make a good mine. ; 
Bukit MalaccaThis is a new mine sitnated 
33 miles north of the mill, and is the present 
terminus of our 
of the main lode, the same as Bukif Koman is. 
Work has only} been started here since the 
completion of the railway. An engine shaft 11it. 
by 4 ft. clear of timber has been started and is 
now sunk and timbered to a depth of 65 ~feet. 
A steam pump and a 10 feet locomotive boijer 
have been placed at the shaft for taking or {the 
water. It is my |intention to carry this xhaft 
toa depth of 150 feet before opening out I 


have every rcisca fo believe that this will be 


rey This is on the ling. 
th 
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quite as good and extensive a mine as Bukit 
Koman. ore 

Battery.—The total ras of ore cra 
during the’ year was 12,241 tons, yiel 
6.172 oz. 13 dwts. of smelted gold or an 
average yield of 10 dwts. 24 grs. per ton oe 
ore crushed. The total quantity of ore crushed © - 
since the Company commenced operations is 
80,258 tons yielding 20,355 oz. 14 dwts. 12 grs. 
The average cost of milling the ore has heen 
$1.23 per tonne, thle I hope still further to 
reduce during thé ensuing year. During the 
first nine months of the year great difficulty was 
experienced in drawing ore to the mill by bul- 
lock carts. This was not only a slow and costly 
means of transport, but it was quite impossible 
to keep the mill fully employed. Since start- 
ing the railway no ‘difficulty has been expe- 
rienced in keeping the mill going full time. 
The illustrate the advantages of the latter over 
the former system, I may say that the cost 
per month by bullock carts was £696 and’ by 
rail $156. In addition, the mill has been able to 
put through fully 25 per cent. more stuff, giving 
a corresponding increased output of gold. re 
our milling power is increased, the difference 
will become still greater in favour of the 
railway, as we can haul five times the amount 
of stuff at only a trifling increase in the present 
cost. A great saving has also been effected in 
hauling firewood and timber to the different 
mines. The total cost of mining, hauling, and 
putting the ore into the ore hoppers on the 
surface at the mines, including Europeat 
supervision, coolies'. labour, engine driver, 
pumping water, etc., is $5.42 per ton, and the 
total cost of winning the gold from the ore is 
$6.65. This includes all charges for milling, 
mining, hauling, and supervision, but does not ~ 
include management charges. 

Railway—As recommended in my last 
report alight railway has been built for the 
purpose of hauling ore from the various mines 
to the mill. This has proved of great service, 
not only in hauling stuff to the mines, but also 
for hauling firewood, timber, and many other 
purposes. No satisfactory offer being got for 
doing the work by contract, it was decided to 
do it partly by day work and b, letting small 
contracts to natives. The estimated cost. of 
the whole works. inclnding the locomotive and 
Ahirty-five trucks, was $32,792, and the attual cost 
was $32,464, and $1,500 for ore hoppers. (This . 
is the total cost to date, including upkeep of 
lines.) The work was commenced at the begin- 
ning of May, 1895, and the first section to Bukit 
Koman was opened for traffic on the 16th Octo- 
ber, 1895, and the whole job was finished to 
Bukit Malacca by the end of the year. This is 
the terminus at present, Lut at some future time 
I propose to carry it on to Sungei Argos, about 
14 mile further. The total length of the present 
line, including sidings, is 3 miles and 2 chains. 
The whole work, with the exception of the trace, 
was carried out under the supervision of the 
ordinary staff at the mines. ‘Since starting 
work not the slightest trouble or delay has been. 
experienced, although the work has been sub- 
jected to the most severe trials, owing to: the 
heavy rains and floods during the N.E. monsoon. 

Increase of Crushing Power—-The time -has 
now arrived when I can, with confidence, advise. 
a considerable increase in our milling power. ~ 
L have, therefore, advised the directors to in- 
crease the battery by the erection of an additional 
€0 head of stamps, making the total 100 shead. 
This will require an output of from 6,000 to:7,000 
tons of ore per month. There will he -no-dif- 
ficulty in raising this quantity of oré per.month, 
provided the development work of the -miné is 
kept well ahead. 

Electric Installation.—There is -practically 
unlimited water power within a few miles of 
the mine, whichis now running to waste, but is 
go situated that the water cannot be brought 
in to the mines unless at an enormons cost, if at 
all. I therefore propose to generate the power 
at, a power station on Simpam river, about seven 
miles from Raub, and transmit the power from 
there to the mines by a cable and apyply-it tothe 
different purposes required. A first class site 
has been found where umple power is avuilable. 
Application has been made to the Government 
for the water and other rights to exeble us to 
make the works. I propose in the first place to 
p it in an instalation of 300h.p. -The:surveys 
£) enable me to get date upon which -to male | 
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correct estimates as to cost are 
being made. When these are completad 
detailed estimates of cost and power available 
will be submitted to the directors for their con- 
sideration. Roughly, I estimate the cost of the 
whole work, including the 80 head of stamps, at 
from £35,000 to £40,000, or about $400,000. I 
estimate that, by- adopting electricity as the 
motive power and for lighting the machinery 
and the mines, a saving of from $50,000 to 
$60,000 per annum will be effected in working 
the ‘mines when our increased plant is erected. . 

Machinery.—This is allin first claes order. 

There are five main engine shafts now in work, 
scattered over a distance of three miles on the 
line of the main lode. All these, except Bukit 
Malacca, which has only pumping machinery, 
are thoroughly. equipped with pumping and 
winding plants. 

Transport of Supplies —No improvement has 
been made in this, but the Government are now 
pushing on the construction of the cart road 
From Kuala Kubu to Kuala Lipis, passing 
through Raub. It is a big undertaking, and it 
will be some time yet before it is completed ; it 
will be of great assistance to us when it is open 
for traffic. A survey is also being made to 
continue the present Selangor railway into 
Pahang. 

Stores.—The mines are fairly supplied with 

_ stores, &c., in every department, particularly in 
firewood, of which*we have a large supply at 
the various engines. The consumption of this 
is large, as we have now eight boilers constantly 
at work all night and day. 

General.—The health of the camp has been 
good during the year and there has been no 
fatal or serious accident in the mines. In re- 
viewing the position of the Company as com- 

with this time last year, I must congratu- 

te the shareholders on the steady improvement 
that has taken place in its position and pro- 
spects. Large additions have been made to the 
pagable ore in sight, and good progress made in 
deteloping the deeper levels. Great improve- 
mdhts have also been made in transporting the 
ore from the mines to the mills. This has all been 
done ont of the profits of the mine, and without 
asking any assistance from shareholders. Had 

I it not been for the cost of these improvements, 

a several dividends could have been paid, as well 

as the one I have recommended to be declared 
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atthe end of March. My object has been to bring* 


the output of the mine more in keeping with 
the capital of the Company.—I have, etc., 
Ww. Brissy, Mining Manager. 


The mining manager's report for the five 
weeks ending the 12th March, 1896, runs as 
follows :— ‘ 

I forward my report for the five weeks ending 
the above dates.. During the period under re- 
view all work was suspended by the Chinese 
employed in the mines for a week owing to their 
new year. I took advantage of this to overhaul 

. machinery and do any necessary repairs in the 
different shafts. 

Raub Hole No. 2 Shaft—The main level 
going south at 220 feet has been extended 
twenty-nine feet, making the total distance 

‘> from the crosacut 918 feet. The lode formation 
still continues about 3 ft: wide, but- shows no 
gold. No work has been done in the main 
drive going north since the Chinese New Year. 
The uprise to meet the winzes has broken 
through to the latter at 52 feet, and has un- 
watered it and given good, ventilation. A shoot 
has been put in and stoping commenced on the 
main ore chute. In the 120 feet level work 

_on the small cross leaders is still being carried 
on. The winze on the east leader is down 23 
feet; it is hardly so good as in the level, but 
still carries fair gold. I have stopped sinking 
for the present as the air is very bad; even 

“with s fan constantly at work it was almost 
impossible to keep lights burning. The drive 
going in on the west leader is in 36 feet. A 
good deal of water is coming out of the face, 
and as the leader was very smal] and not so 
gocd I have stopped it, and am now stoping 
over the back of the drive both on this and 
ort aa going east, both of which carry fuir 


gold. 

Bukit Koman—The main engine ehaft is 
. now sunk the required depth of 103 feet below 
the 146 feet level. 1 have sturted to cut the 
pai at 246 feet. This gives 100 feet of backs 
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now ' to work belo 
have all the work required in opening! out and 
the new 10 feet pump into position and the lode 
cut during the ensuing month. :; 


drive the lode continues to look ag well as 
ever, 
crushing stuff 
leading stope | the lode is fully 15 feet and 
shows fair gol 
report a very 
east. In re-timbering the level ore was cut in 
the hanging |wall and a short crosscut was 
driven to see 
the lode and 
very well. The ground is very soft and treach- 
erous and is 
great care ha 
appears where 
lode, it has been thrown over to the east into 
the hanging wall. 
in the stopes, which still continue to show large 
bodies of ore. | 


as usual. The ore body still continues to extend 
south far bey¢ 

it to go, aud 
shaft is being sunk from the surface 10 feet 
south of onr! old workings for sending down 
timber and for ventilating these workings, 
which are now getting very hot. These work- 
ings will bear cuts great deal more crushing 
stuff than I e 
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the No. 1 level. I expect to 
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In the south end of the main 


No. 1 Leve 


the fal width of the drive being in 


| which shows fair gold. In the 
all through it. Iam pleased to 
avourable change in the north- 


fe 


e width of it. We are'lé6 ft. in 
t yet through it; the stone looks 


aking a lot of water in the face; 
; to be taken in working it. It 


Ithe lode made a pinch in the main 


There is no change to report 


Western Lédea.—Stoping is béing carried on 


nd the limits of where I expected 
carries fair guld. A small air 


ected. 

Bukit Malacca.—Since the Chinese New 
Year good progress hus been made with sinking 
the engine shaft, which is now down” between 
60 and 70 féet. The ground continues very 
favourable for sinking, but is making a good 
deal of water! 

Battery—A general clean up took place on 
the Ist instant. This was done to close the 
Company's financial year. From the 7th Jan- 
uary to tha 29th February 2,202 tons of ore were 
crushed for a yield of 1,119 oz. 5 dwts. smelted 
gold, being an average of 10 dwts. 24 grs. per 
ton, being six grains per ton better than 
on January clean up. ‘The proportion of ore 
crushed from the different mines is as follows: 
—Bukit Koman, 1.812 tons; western lode, 318; 
and Raub Hole, 72; total 2,202 tons. Crushing 
was resumed on the afternoon of the 2nd inst, 
and has Leen continuous since. 

Ww. BIsBsBy. 


PUNJOM MINING CO., 
LIMITED. 


THE 


—__+-—— : 

The Secretary of the Punjom Mining Co., 
Limited, advises us that he has received the 
following report on work done during .the month 
of February ‘from the Manager at the Mines :— 

Mining. —We have continued to give our 
best attention to all work coming under this 
head and I am pleased to say fair progress has 
again been made, I am also pleased to be able 
to tell you that our prospects are more en- 
couraging than they have been for some time, 
as evidenced by the improved quality of the ore 
treated and the fact that much of this ore is 
being got at and below our Intermediate level. 

August Shaft, 200 ft. Level—We are still 
without anything of special value to note at 
this level. The crosseut we had commenced to 
go east off the north drive on- the course of 
Gillies’ reef at date of my last report having 
got into very wet end, troublesome ground was 
abandoned in the early part of the month and 
the drive continued a further distance of 15 
feet, wheré firmer ground was met with 
and a new crosscut opened. We are hoping 
to have less trouble and expense here. The 
ground continues very much broken, how- 
ever, and I think there is but liftle chance 
of the reef making again until more settled 
country is found. -In the crosscut we were 
beginning at the same date to go out in search 
of the continuation of cur eust and west reef 
has passed jthrough quite a change of forma- 
tion, carrying about two feet of ver’ low grade 
ore. I hayé no doubt it is the commencement 
of a new “splice” of ore and will prove to be 
the reef we'dre looking for.. We shall open a 
drive to go west on the couree cf this ore within 
the next few days. 

Intermediate Level.—This point: is without 
change to |report, fustlox iban that the ore 
generally is showing signs of a slight improre- 


* Oremined ., 0. ee 
made up as follows :—August Shaft 


544 tons, or more than one half of the fotal 
month's milling. The quality is payable, and 
I can still see a large quantity in reserve.. We 
have connected with the 110 ft. level, and are 
now putting ‘things in order there for the-better 
carrying on of the work. The ventilation is 
now good, and I am hoping to _seé a great deal 
of the ore won brought to the surface by means 
of the August shaft within the coming month; 


Drivage for the month 299 ft. 6in. . 
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rege plant we were erecting at the 
ate 


of my last report was completed 
on the 14th inst. and work commenced: 
on the concentrates, twelve tons of which 
yielded 52 ozs. of smelted gold. This, with the 
448 ozs. 10 dwts. got from the mill and 2. ozs. 6 
dwts. from our tributers, makes the month's 
output 502 ozs: 16-dwts. of gold. . : 
IT am pleased to tell you the plant is a great 
success, and I am hoping we may find it most 
useful in treating much of our weathered con- 


‘| centrates and tailings now stacked on the nine. 


I cannot yet give the cost per ton for treatment, 
but may assure you a good margin will be left 
as profit. Active measures are being taken 
in the matter of erecting the water wheel now 
lying at Pestan, and already a good beginning. 
has bean made in opening the water race to the 
main dam, so as to bring in the reqnired supply. 
of water. I may tell you we hope to get. quite 
25 h.p. from this wheel,.a great consideration 
in the face of the fact that our timber 
reserves are gotting further away every day. 

f course. a much bigger ‘and still sisapar 
scheme will have to be taken in hand at no very 
distant date. 


caused us great loss and inconvenience. We lost 

twenty-two head altogether and this, too, at a 

time when we could so ill afford it. We-arereplac- 

ing them with the water buffaloes of the country, 

an animal apparently not so susceptible to 
pleuro-pneumonia as the Indian or Siamese 

bullocks. -We are also getting boats so as. to 
be able to handle the firewood, etc., near our 
main dam by this means and thus do away 
with carting wherever practicable. 

Cyanide Works.— Mr. Wilson, the new chemist, 
arrived here on the 13th inst. and is now at 
work on testsin the- laboratory, preparatory to 
beginning work on a large scale. a 

Labour.—The supply of this was. never s0 
‘good as at the present moment, thanks to our: 
action with the new Opium Former. 

Health.--This, I am pleased to say, is fairly 
good. 2 : ; 

Rainfall —The total rainfall for the month 
at inches. Oe 


THE SHANGHAI WATERWGRKS 
COMP ANY, LIMITED. 


na, emma al ; 
The following is the directors’ report, which 
was presented and accepted at the annua] meet- 
ing held at Shanghai on the 19th March —_ ., 
The total income for the 
amounts to 71s. 154,959.32, as against TIs. 131,333.39 
in 1894, and-the balance of working account, tr&ps- 
ferred to profit and loss, to Tis. 96,747.01, against 
Tls. 84,533 69 the previous year. es d 


An ad interim dividend of 13s. per share froni the . 
profits of 1595, absorbing, at exchange of 3a, 04d. ‘per 
tael, Tle. 30,984.75, was declared and paid on Kel 
“8th July last, and there now remains an amount off 


mend should Le appropriated to the payment. of'a! 
final dividend of 23s. per share, at exchange 38. Old. ° 
equal to Tis. 54,443 84, carrying forward tozext 
year’s account the balance of Tis. 11,572.55 the tctal . 


\ 


1,000 tons = 


I am sorry to say thedisease amongst our cattle - 


t year from all sources 


Tis. 66,016,324 at the credit of profit-and lossaccount’ 
availahle for distriLution, which the directors-recoms |. 


dividend for the year being 35s. per share, ‘or 9 per 
cent per annum. . ; 

The rapid expansion of the Hongkew district has 
necessitated, as was foreshadowed in last year’s report, 
considerable additions to the Company’s mains and 
service pipes; the cost of tho e and other extensions, 
amounting ‘to Ts. 23,815.33, has been debited to 
capital expenditare account. . 

e great importance of keeping the Com- 
pany’s work fully up to the cupacity requisite 
to (provide an adequate supply of water to the 
increasing population of the Settlements, and for the 
requirements of the various existing factories, and 
those in course of erection in Shanghai, has had the 
serious attention of the directors, who considered 
that the time had arrived for carrying into effect the 
scheme provided for in the original plans of the 
Company's works, of laying a duplicate 20-inch 
main from the pumping station, at Yangtszepoo, to 
the water tower, and this work is now | eing rapidly 
pushed forward. To provide the necesstry funds 
for this and other extensions a second instalment 
-of Tia. 100,000 five per cent. debentures, of the 
authorised issue of tle. 250,000, was offered to the 
public, and has been fully subscribed for at a slight 
premium. 

The Company's plant and works have teen kept 
in a thoroughly efficient state of repair, and are now 
in first-class order; the water service has Leen 
maintained throughout the year, without any in- 
terruption whatsoever. 

In terms of the articles of association Mr. A. 
McLeod retires from the Board, but teing eligible 
offers himself for re-election. 

The anditors, Mr. Drummond Hay and Mr. C. W. 
Wrightson retire, but have expresed their willing- 
ness to serve again if re elected. 

: A. McI.xop, 


Coairman, 
Shanghai, 11th March, 1896. 


HALL AND HOLTZ, LIMITED. 
a ne 


The following is the report of the directors 
for presentation to the shareholders at the 
fourth ordinary general meeting to be held at 
the. “head office of the Company on Monday, 
30th March, at 4.30 p.m. :— 

The directors herewith suhmit to the shareholders 
the audited accounts of the Company for the yea 
ended 2%th February, 1896. 

In September Jast the directors paid an interim 
divid of five per cent. and there still remains a 
balance of $41,520.01 at the credit of profit and loss 
account, which the directors recommend should be 
disposed of a8 follows :— 

A final dividend of 10 per cent. 

(making 15 per cent. for the year)... 
Carry to reserve fund —....----.---see00 
Carry forward to new account............ 


$12,500.00 
40,1:03).0U 
9,02 ).01 


: $31,520.01 

The sales show a considerable increase, and the net 

profit is $56.919 37, against $17,212.28 for the 
pievious year. 

Tue Hatt & Hotwrtz Co, mw LIQUIDATION.— 
The liquidation of this Company, having been re- 
duced to small limits, the directors present herewith 
the accounts. The only outstanding liability is 
the sam of Tls. 7,656.45, due to Messrs. Hall and 
Holtz, and the directors propose {o advance this 
amount and take over the remaining assets 
($19,833.12), whith, in accordance with the agree- 
ment dated October 7th, 1893, become the property 
of the shareholders of Hall & Holtz, Limited. 

DIRECTORS. 

Mr. J. §. Nazer retires at the forthcoming meeting, 

but being eligible offers himself for re-election. 
A 


UDITOR. 
The accounts have been audited by Mr. G. R 
Corner; who retires, but offers himself for re-election. 
- F, W. Sucu, 
Chairman. 
Shanghai, 16th March, 1896. 


The Siam Free Press of the 16th March 
says:—Captain Rosenstand, of the Siamese 
navy, came up a few days ago from Paknam 
suffering from fever, and went to stay in Mr. 
Smyth's house in Custom House Lane. On 
Sunday his boy appears to have gone out with- 

. out preparing his milk, which Captain Rosen- 
stand drank unboiled. Soon afterwards he was 
seized with choleraic symptoms, and on Sunday 
evening was in a very critical condition. He 
died the.same evening at 7 p.m. The experience 
is valuable to residents using natural milk, and 
shows the importance of well boiling and strain- 
ing the milk before using it. 


i 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
HON. KONG FOOTBALL CLUB. ° 


— 
ANNUAL DINNER. 

A large number of the members of this Club 
on Saturday evening] last attended the second 
annual dinner. The| members of the Naval 
Rugby team were also present and a very 
enjoyable evening was spent. After the usual 
loyal toast, H.E. Major-General Black, C.B., 
proposed the toast of “The Hongkong Foot- 
ball Club.” Being, a former player him- 
self he said that jhe heartily desired and 
hoped that the prospérous and highly successful 
geason of the past might be repeated for many 
years. He pointed ont that it was customary 
with nations when spreading themselves over 
the globe to take with them into their new 
resting places some of their characteristics. 
Wherever the inhabitants of the British Isles 
pitched their tents, thither also they brought 
their sports. 

Mr. Sanders in reply showed that football 
had been practised !in remote ages and was 
known in England several centuries ago. He 
pointed out that although the Club this reagon 
had won all their Rugby matches, nevertheless 
they did not mind defeat, as reverses sometimes 
are beneficial. The' Hongkong Football com- 
petition had been very serviceable in promoting 
healthy rivalry and in forming new teams, of 
which the more the better. 

The Hon. J. H..Stewart Lockhart, President 
of the Club, read out the names of those who 
had been selected by, a special committee for re- 
cognition. Messrs; Greenfield, Davies, R.A., 
Cameron, and Sanders obtained caps for their 
Rugby play, and for Association play Messrs. 
Hancock, Oliver, and Slade obtained badges. 

Mr. Potts, Captain Rugby, then proposed the 
Rugby Naval team in felicitous terms. He was 
sure that if it were not for the Navy it -would 
be almost impossible for them to-have matches 
at all, as opponents would be very few, and it 
would become very tiring to play only amongst 
themselves. : ; 

Responding, Lieut. Sir R. K. Arbuthnot, 
B.N., drew attention to the kindness of the 
honorary secretariés of the athletic clubs in 
enabling the Navy to take advantage of the 
various forms of sport in Hongkong. He con- 
gratulated the Rugby section of the Club upon 
its excellent forward pack, and moreover 
warned the Club that the Navy would 
du their best to beat thdm next season. 
He hoped that the Navy might soon be al- 
lowed the use of a better pieca of ground 
than the one upon which they usually played. 
This, he pointed out, was far from level, so 
many hollows being present that the ground 
was distinctly of a wavy character. He pointed 
out that the Naval Rugby team had good hopes 
of being stronger next year, some members 
with another year’s experience being likely to 
render much greater assistance. 

The Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart, in propos- 
ing the toast of “Our Guests,” expressed regret 


the Admiral that other engagements prevented 
their attendance. He was glad to know. that 
H.E. tho General had been a devoted 
partizan of the game and he thoroughly ap- 
preciated His Excdllency's sentiments as to the 
qualities engendered by the followers of the 
manly game of football. Having alluded to the 
pleasure that all-had derived from Surgeon- 
Major Hayes’ musical selections and from 
his exhibition of legerdemain, and from 
Mr. Ormiston’s services at the -piano, and 
from Mr. Grace's: songs, he said that Captain 
Loveband’s services to football were well known 
to all present and he was very glad that 
the Rugby team ‘had received such a strong 
addition. Further, that all present would 
appreciate the onerous and responsible post of a 
referee and therefore he was glad to see Mr. 
King looking none the worse for -the difficult 
work that had béen assigned him during the 
recent competition. The members of the Hong- 
kong Football Club were glad to see Sir R. K. 
Arbuthnot and the Naval team. He knew how 
difficult it had been to score against them, and 
Sir R. K. Arbuthnot would find the Club next 
season prepared to extend to them a warm 
welcome on or off the field. 

Surgeon-Major Hayes, D.S.0. in reply 
said he knew that he might on behalf of 
the other: guests and of himself convey thanks 


on behalf of H.E. the Governor and of H.E.. 


a aac a ae ee 
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for the very warm reception that had been. 
given by the members of the Club. t-e- 
thoroughly sympathised with sport in all its” 
branches. : ; 

Mr. King seid he thanked the Club for the 
confidence reposed in hi Although he had- 
undergone the usual criticism from competing 
teams, he was quite accustomed to the work and - 
it had given him great pleasure. _ . 

Lient. A. L. Cay, R.N., proposed the final 
toast of ‘ The Chairman” in a spirited -speech, 
in which he thanked Mr. Lockhart for his kind ‘ 
attention as President of the Hongkong Foot-' 
ball Club. He knew his office was a hard one, 
as he understood that no one attended more ™ 
‘regularly on the Committee. He must,- 
however, bear in mind _ the -satisfacto 
fact that the results of the Hongkong Football 
Club's efforts had been to provide a great deal 
of enjoyment to a great number of footballers 
and to lovers of football throughout the colony. | 

The Chairman in response thanked all for the- 
kind manner in which the last toast had been’ 
received. He had been elected their President. 
year after year and he intended, as far as he was 
able, to discharge the duties pertaining to that 
office in as useful a manner as possible to the © 
members, and to football generally in the colony. 
He would now on behalf of the Club thank the- 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. F. Browne, for his services. 

Mr. F. Browne said that it had given him 
great pleasure to discharge the duties of his 
office. ‘The Club was fortunate. in having an 
excellent hard-working committee, who were 
always anxious for the Club's welfare. He said 
that. Mr. Firth, Captain Association, had.done a 
good deal to improve his team, his. painstaking’ 
zeal having proved of-great assistance. oN “2 
The following was the programme :— ; 


TOA sce oc cosswnandee ices tuiagisa cise eseanesses The Queen. 
Song ...... foseiSiasues Lieut. A. D. H. Grayson, R.A., 
LOB At sissos csc sicnceaseests The Hangkong Foot! all Cinb. 
Proposed by Hl. E. Major-General Brack, C.B.  ” 
Responder :—Mr. E. D. SaNDERs. 
Song iit. ieeet lee eelteeeedivartdasesss Mr. E. W. Maitland. 
Musical Selections ... Surgeon-Major Haves, D.S.0. 


Toast .....cccccceesseees d Seseatas The Naval Rugby Team. 
Proposed by Mr. G. H. Potts, Capt. Rugby. 
Responder :—Lieut. Sir R. K. Aknutanotr, R.N 


Sang cdi tac ielactavadeedatees san ste oatars Mr. C. H. Grace. 
TOibb.sviclisewnesasahisnteaesevpeeastoeeeeerts Our Guests. 
Proposed by the Chairman. 

Responder: - Surgeon-Major Hayrs, DS.O.  - 
Selections ............ececce eee eee eee Mr. H. W. Looker. 
TOastsieechasecthetedass os cigadeetponaevsctes The Chairman. 


l’roposed by Lieut. A. L. Cay, RN. . 
Ciad Save the Queen. 5 


CURRES:« ND. NCE. 


Sasa ta aaice 
[We.do not hold ourselves iesponsible for the 
opinions expressed hy our currespundents. } 

S 


COLONIAL DEFENCE AND WATER 
SUPPLY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 

Dear Mr. Epitor,—lI have waited, more or. 
less impatiently for some days to see something 
good in your columns re the above subject. 
I thonght by “ Britisher’s” first letter. that 
he had something in reserve, but when he 
wrote a second letter in the same strain I simply 
got irritated. It is absurd to ask the busy 
editor of a daily paper to get up an agitation on. 
such a subject. 
to say, let him say it, or for ever hold his peace, 
and. I think,.sir, you have done more than 
your share if you grant éime_and space for 
publication. As to “Another Britisher’s ” 
letter, it is futile and too near conscription to 
be practicable. The letter of an “Old Naval 
Reserve Man” is rather better, but wide of the 
mark in many instances. [lo sink artesian 
wells on the lower levels would not be very ex- 
pensive, always providing there is no rock, but 
the water would be more more or less salt; 


therefore of no use either for manufacturing or 


potable purposes. To get good fresh water he 
would have to go to the hills, and boring through 
solid rock, I venture to say, would be very ex- 


pensive. As he says, the enemy (7) might take — 


F 


Tytam for their own use. If they did they 
would take the artesian wells also; then, sir, our 
ast condition would be worse than the first. 
We do not want to provide for such an event, 


but to strain every nerve to breaking tension to 


guard against it. ; 


Rates ects chen tt sneer molt 9 5s wenn = 0 i ah 8h 


If “ Britisher.” has anything - 


- 
«| 
| 
: 
| 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
seems Nd Ad Dein RN) RAAT: 


Now, sir, by your leave, I shall take the 

_jiberty of stating what I think shonid 

be done to render this island practically im- 
pregnable, healthier for every resident, and 

* at the same time provide an abundant water 
supplr.. To do this, the Government, Military 
Authorities, Public Works Department, and 
Afforestation Department must each do its 
art, at the same time working together in 
unison for the general weal. The Government 
must annex all the sprrounding islands and also 
a-slice of the mainland from Macao (including 
the island of Lappa) in a direct line to Sharg- 
hai. The Military Authorities must then erect 
snitable garrison forts on these islands and 
tipon the mainland from Macao to Shanghai 
inland and also on the coast at suitable points. 
They must also build a double military rail- 
sere to be connected in Hongkong with the 
barracks and military and naval stores, from 
thence running through the Wongneichong 
Valley and Gap to Veep Water Bay and 
Stanley, having a branch line from Deep Water 
Bay to Aberdeen; then make adouble heavy 
tramway from Taikoo to Aberdeen round the 
_ west end of the island, but not at the water's 
edge ; it must go in at the back of the slaughter 
houses, close by the Chinese Protestant 
cemetery, on by the Daily Farm to No 10 
Bridge, from thence round the hill to Aberdeen. 
Then they must erect a fort at Chungchow 
and Cape DAguilar, making a miniature 


t 


Gibraltar of mouut “Ma-nin-how, which 
has a fine, prominent, and central posi- 


tion on the south side of the island. The 

Afforestation Department must send a gang of 

coolies all over the island te burn all rotting 

vegetable matter so soon as it is sufficiently 

; dry, and before the next rainy season sets in; 

é _ this would be one step in the right direction 

for the health of the island. ‘Ihe Public 

Works Department's share now remains to be 

dealt with. We want more water and a healthier 

state of things all round. “Very well, then; to 

get a good supply of water we must have 

another reservoir, and on a very large scaly, and 

I do not know of any better place than the 

Wang-chuck-hang Valley, which reaches 

from Aberdeen to the golf links in Deep Water 

Bay, or about four miles long by two miles 

| broad at its widest part, narrowing. down to 

; 400 yards at its narrowest part. ‘his swamp is 

very unhealthy in summer and I believe re- 

sponsible for half the sickness in the colony. 

‘This swamp is also entirely surrounded by hills, 

with the exception of the part 400 yards wide, 

where a dam could be built across for a mere 

trifle, and so we would get a good water supply 

‘ for all purposes (other than potable) and 

eradicate a dangerous nuisance at the same 

time. It would be of infinitely more use to the 

colony than the land would if it was filled in 

with earth, and the cost would be small in 

comparison, as the stone, the principal 

thing, is near to the place in abundance, and 

: any amount of sand within easy reach; the 

saly things to be paid for would be labour and 
cement. 

All these things I have narrated would cost 

a lot of money I know, butif the thing is worth 

doing at all it is worth doing well. If the home 

Government is willing to spend £14,000,000 

sterling on Malta and Gibraltar within the 

’ next two years, I think Hongkong has a right 

to at least half that sum, which would do the 

whole thing. I do not claim to be right on 

these several subjects I have touched upon in 

this letter, but give them for what they are 

worth, to form a small matter for discussion, 

then correspondence, which might eventually 

lead to an agitation. At the same time IL 

maintain that if they were carried out in part, 

; or‘the whole, no enemy’s ships’ would get within 

a shot range of the island, much less to put one 

into onr dyinking water, or to land men to cut 

it off for their own use, and, least of all, to 

blockade the harbour.—I remain, dear sir, yours 


very faithfully, 
OBSERVER. 
Hongkong, 25th March, 1896. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 
Drag Sre,—I have just read “ Observer's” 
letter on colonial defence and the water supply. 
As “Observer” is evidently a well meaning 
’ man I will not take his letter and analyse it by 
bits, for I am afraid that would be too hard on 


x 


him, but I ho 
that he sho 


has, and. othe 
suggested. 


artesian we 
of all on thie south side of the island, where 
they would 
had secured a footing preparatory to capturing 
or invading the northern shore and harbour. : 
What I proposed was to sink the wells on the 
north shore| (say in Happy Valley and other 


surface, ang 
several water bearing strata before tapping the 


I certainly did not .mean to suggest that 
should be sunk on the hills, least 


e in the hands of an enemy who 


valleys) andjon the Kowloon side, where they 
would be safe from an enemy who had captured 
or destroyed|the reservoirs. 

Artesian wells sunk in any part of the world 
usually have|to be driven through rocks soon 
after getting a hundred or more feet. below the 

are often continued through 


one desirable. This might be necessary in 
Hongkong, but I conclude from the formation 
of the surrounding hills that a well ought 
not to require driving more than two or 
three hundted feet before striking a good 
water-bearing formation, and the water 
trickling down the hills on the island and 
those on the mainland, even in the driest 
SeaSODS, gives evidence that the necessary pres- 
sure is therd to bring the water to the surface. 
I should sa¥ that a well sunk near the middle 
of the Kowloon peninsula would he a good spot 
for the first, but one in each valley on the 
north side of the island of Hongkong would be 
desirable for the purpose of a convenient sup- 
ply to the town. There is not much fear of 
water from ithe depth of 100 or 200 feet prov- 
ing brackish. 

While writing about the water supply. in 
connection .with. the defence of Hongkong I 
should like to émphasise the need for more 
torpedo boats. The waters surrounding the 
colony are eminently suited to the mancuvres 
of this class of craft and I should be sorry 
indecd for any hostile fleet, however strong. 
attempting to capture Hongkong as long as 
thero was a fairly numerous fleet of good torpedo 
boats in the harbour to assist in the defence, 
even if there were no English fleet within a thou- 
sand miles‘of the colony to co-operate with them. 
Night after night these little terrors would 
issue forth und, kept posted as to the where- 
abouts of the enemy's ships by look-out stations 
on the hills, they would never fail to destroy one 
or more of the beseiging vessels, if not com- 
pletely annihilating the whole of them. The 
only safety for the enemy would be to go to sea 
every afternoon, and even then-they would still 
be in danger from their minute! assailants, who 
would dodge in aid out amongst the islands, 
seeking shelter: and attacking by turns and re- 
turning with morning to the harbour to coal 
and take a rest, leaving one or more 
of their number to keep the enemy 
on the move and thus force him to use up 
his supply of coal. -Mirs Bay. Deep Bay, or 
any other place in the neighbourhood would 
ve untenable by the enemy as long as this 
scourge threatened them, and the open sea 
would be their only hope, perhaps, during the 
summer months, to face a typhoon, or, during: 
the winter months, a howling northerly gale or 
meet with fog and get separated or stranded. 
To anchor anywhere, even with fires kept 
banked, would, for the enemy, mean disaster. I 
leave your. readers to imagine the feeling and 
condition of troops cooped up in transports 
under these circumstances, knowing that their 
vessel might be torpedoed at any moment. 
Enough, however. The reader may picture the 
close of such an attempt to invade: Hongkong, 
with forts well manned and a well handled 
torpedo figet in the harbour. ; 

‘his, nevertheless, will not prevent the enemy 
destroying your reservoirs. by proxy, for any 
intelligent foreigner or Chinaman would have 
no difficulty in doing that undetected and pro- 
bably would be well paid for the job. Artesian 
wells, on ¢he other hand, are practically inde- 
structible 

You have; Mr. Editor, dealt.so well with the 
necessity {for tramways and hill roads that I 

say 
am of opinion 


| 


ten at SS es ee ee 
undertaken at once; the portion along the 
Praya to connect the two ends could 
structed when the road is ready for it, but the 

rest of it should not be delayed till then. :The 
present agitation for increased house ‘accom- 
modation and the prevention of overcrowding . .-- 
points strongly tothe great urgency of it to — 
open up building sites, even did the present 
political uncertainty and danger of s. war. not 

call for it for defence purposes. : if 


your space.—I 


Chater's letters, as also your leader. of the 27th 
and 28th inst. relating to the above subject.--I 
should be much obliged by your allowing me to 
make a few additions and suggestions. 


are badly placed, first, because they are too near 
the native. town, with all its temptations of 
questionablé houses of amusements, whéreb: 
the British soldier, “not being a plaster saint,’ 
suffers morally and physically. Second, in time 
of trouble the-infantry would have -fo hold the 
heights. For the men this would mean camp- 
ing out in wet and unhealthy weather, badly 
cooked food, and heavy work in trangporti 
provisions, stores, and ammunition. Now, Mr. 
Editor, if the British infantry had barracks on 
the heights in some good central position, it 
would reduce hospital expenses, for the men 
wotdd be healthier, so more could be placed in 
the fighting line at such points as their services 
might be required. The site for the barracks 
would have to be carefully chosen, and would 
no doubt entail a good deal df building up, fill- 
ing in, and levelling down. The sale of the 
present barracks along with the sale or lease of 
the ground would go a considerable distance 
towards paying for the new barracks. 


as pointed out by you in your leader, a great 
deal might be Hone by the colony in improving 
the roads. At present the gradient is in many 
cases too steep. Good roads would in fime 
repay their cost, for they would apen out new 
building sites, thus increasing vot only the 
revenue of the colony, but its health also. 


mistake has been made as re 
tion of the Hongkong Regiment. As purely 
infantry no one can find fault with it, but, for 
the needs of the colony, it would have been 
better if the men composing it had been re- 
cruited from the same class as the men of the 


o more on these points than that I 
that the tramway should be 
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be con: 


Apologising for making another demand -on 

am, dear sir, yours truly, --- 
OLD NAVAL RESERVE MAN. 

Hongkong, 29th March, 1896. : 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” |” 
Srz,—I read with considerable interest Mr. 


First.—The barracks for the British infantry 


Second.—In the matter of communications, 


Third.—I cannot help thinking that a great 
s_the composi- 


93rd and 32nd Punjaub Pioneers. These — . 

Muzbees are not only good fighters, but ~ 

are remarkably useful in times of peace.  . 

It is they that make the military roads 

on our-Indian frontier. If the Hongkong 

Regiment was a pioneer regiment, the.men 

could be employed in building the forte and - 

making the roads for the colony. Not only 

would expense be. saved, but the colony would 

not need the presence of a horde of filthy: Chinese 

coolies, that bring dirt and disease in -their 

train. The men of the regiment haying gon- 

atant employment would be found to be almost 

free from crime of any sort. The tactics for 

the defence of the colony do not require much 

battalion work, for it would be: mostly carried. 

out by small detachments. This would. .exactl 

suit a pioneer regiment, for too much time need 

not be spent on battalion drill. It would: bean 

easy matter to change by degrees the composi- ~ 

tion of the regiment, Muzbees being enlisted as 

the men serving at present obtain their dis- 

charge. : ; 
Fourth.—Considerable alterations might be 7 

Police force. Granted that 


reba 
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reverence for the better-to-do Chinese, and too 
much in common with the lower classes to be 
of much use. So qnite fifty per cent. should 
-be discharged and their place filled up with 
more. European and Indian constables. This 
would considerably strengthen the defensive 
power of the colony. 

Fifth.—Jinricksha and chair coolies should 
pass a medical examination as regards their 
fitness for their work. Before having a licence 
issued to them, they should be required to sign 
an agreement to do military transport work 
when called upon, such as dragging guns into 
position, carrying sick and wouuded, taking 
ammunition and stores to the front For this 
they would of course be paid. These jinricksha 
and. chair coolies should be made to wear & 
uniform, and should occasionally be drilled in 
small batches in transport work. In doing this 
the colony would get a better lot of men and 
more ' As the users of chairs and jinrick- 
shas are people that can afford that luxury, the 
fares might be raised ever so slightly just suf- 
ficient to pay for the uniforms, &c.—Believe 
Ing, yours &c., 

BRITISHER. 
Hongkong, 30th March, 1896. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS." — 

S1r-——My attention has just been called to 
the letters in the Hongkong Telegraph signed 
by T. Atkins and Staff-Sergeant A. Morrison 
in connection with the Athletic meeting held 
under the auspices of the Victoria Recreation 
Club on Saturday last. If what is stated took 
place I can well understand their feelings of 
indignation and disgust with the arrangements. 

I myeelf as far as possible supervised the 
management in connection with the course. The 
enclogure referred to I take .to be that at the 
left hand side of the stand, which was put up 
with the view of accomodating members and 
subscribers, the stand being considered insuffi- 
cient. 

When I arrived on the ground at about 2.30 
pam. I found this enclosure already filled by 
others than members or subscribers and made 
the remark that such was not my original in- 
tention, but as it was now full nothing should be 
done. 

This remark was evidently overheard and mis- 
construed by some one, with the result of the 
unpleasantness referred to, which I knew 
nothing of until my attention was called to the 
letters im your evening contemporary. From 
the remarks made in the local press the arrange- 
ments generally were considered satisfactory and 
the Committee much regret to find now that 
they were marred by this unfortunate incident. 
Mr. Atkins and Staff-Sergt. Morrison may rest 
assured that no orders were issued by me or 
anyone with the knowledge of the Committee 
to exclude the Queen's uniform from places 
where others not connected with the sports were 
admitted. ; 

I would also point out that the uncalled for 
and unjustifiable attack of “Improve” upon the 
military receives no sympathy from me.—Yours 


fai y, 
: E, D. SANDERS, 
Hon. Secretary, V. R. C. 
Victoria Recreation Club, 
27th March, 1896. 


RAILWAYS IN KWANGSL 


——_—__q@——___. 

The N. C. Daily News of the 25th March 
says :—News was received by wire from Peking 
esterday that M. Gérard, the French Minister, 
succeeded in persuading the Tsungli Yamen 
to issue an order to the Governor of Kwangai 
to take prompt steps to continue the French 
railway that is now being built from Phulang- 
thnuong to Langchow, northward from Lung- 
chow. The design, of course, is to intercept the 
merchandise that will go down the West River 
- ~—gs soon as it is opened, and divert it to 
the Tonkin route. There is nothing to object 
to in the scheme, for the more railways that are 
built in Chins the better; but Kwangsi is such 
& poor province that the railway is not likely to 
get on fast, nor to divert a very great 
some trade when it is built. It is to be 
; hoped at it will get on faster than the French 

vay from Phulangthuong to Langson did. 


e 


e 
e 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
SIR ROBERT HART. THE ABANDONMENT OF THRE 
ara gg en” JAPANESE COTTUN INDUSTRY 

AT SHANGHAI. — 


. Shanghai, 23rd March. 

One hears so frequently and so untruly that 
the 1.G. is about to leave his retreat in Peking 
for a trip abroad amongst his fellow men. that 
scepticism is the recognized correct attitude 
towards all such announcements. Hut a well 
informed correspondent writes us on the well 
worn subject from the capital in a tone that 
commands more than usual attention, and 
this time it may be trues. He says:—“ Bir 
Robert Hart, G.C/IM.G., &c, -&e, &e, In- 
spector-General of oe ‘Imperial Maritime Cus- 
toms of China, I hear; will make a round tour of all 
the lighthouses re treaty ports early in May 
next, and acting under the orders of his medical 
advisers he will remain on shore at the various 
points touched at ap little as possible during- 
the night time. The I.G's yacht Pingching 
will proceed to Tientsin at the end of her annual 
cruise (to the northern lighthouses upon which 
she left yasterday), the revenue cruiser Chuniteao 
or one of the southern cruisers is expected to 
act ag consort to thd Pingching.” We heartily 
wish that the trip: may be most beneficial in 
every way to the health of the I G., who is with- 
out doubt the greatest standby the large empire 
of China has ever Had, and to whom she owes 
a debjyof gratitude money can never repay. 

: 24th March. 

We are able to :confirm our report of last 
evening respecting the movements of the In- 
spector-General of ‘the I.M. Customs, who is 
already preparing for what would seem to be an 
absence of more or less uncertain duration from 
the post which he has stuck to with such slavish 
constancy for so many years. We are sorry 
to say that Sir Rabert Hart's health has been 
so poor of late that an extensive change of scene 
is considered imperative by his medical advisers. 
The trip around the treaty ports and light- 
houses has been cqnsequently arranged, and it 
is even quite on thé cards that the I.G. may 
extend his travels as far as Europe. If so, Mr. 
Robert Bredon and Mr. Hippisley will most 
likely jointly mandge the affairs of the Inspec- 
torate-General at Peking, and Mr. Bredon has 


already been eg by wire of the necessity 


. EES . 
Referring to the abandonment of the pro- 
posed Japanese cotton industry at Shanghai, 
the Japan Mail, after quoting somé¢. statements 
in its vernacular contemporaries to the effect 
that the step was due to the delay in the con- 
clusion of the commercial treaty, says :—It 
is certainly strange that such misconceptions 
should exist as those entertained by the vernacular 
journals quoted above. The delay in concluding 
the new commercial treaty between China and 
Japan hus nothing whatever to do with the 
abandonment of Japanese cotton-spinning pro- 
jects in Shanghai. The difficulty lies in quite 
anothér direction. It-was fully explained in these 
columns more than two months ago. The Chi- 
nese are at present in a position to im 
any taxes they please on cotton carried from 
-the interior to an open port for the purpose of 
being there manufactured into goods intended 
for consnmption in China. Were the gocds 
destined for export abroad, it is possible that 
raw cotton for their manufacture might be 
allowed to reach 4he mills on payment only of 
the transit duties conventionally leviable iw the 
case of exports. But since the manufactures are 
to remain in China, their raw material cannot 
| claim any of the exceptions accorded specifically 
to exports. Under such circumstance: it is 
plainly within the competence of the Chinese 
local authorities to impose prohibitive taxes on 
cotton travelling from the place of production 
to foreign factories in Shanghai. Two obvious 
reasons might operate to encourage the imposi- 
tion. of such transit duties. One is that, 
though bound by the provisions of the 8hi- 
monoseki Treaty to permit foreign manufactur- 
ing enterprises in the settlements, the Chinese 
are distinctly opposed to such an innovation, 
and would be glad fo prevent it by interfer- 
ing with the supply of raw material. The 
other is that. certain influential Chinese 
in high positions are pecuniarily interested 
in securing their own cotton-spinning enter-. 
prises against local foreign competition. 
It would be oversanguine, and altogether 
contrary, fo experience of Chinese ways, to 
anticipate spontanedus liberal. action in this 
matter. Japanese capitalists seem, therefore, 
to be adopting a’ prudent course when they 
refrain from erecting -factories and setting up 
costly plants of machinery before they know 


for his immediate return to China.—China 
Gazette. 


| 
CANTON NOTES. 
> — 
[FROM THE “|\CHUNG NGOI 8AN FO." | 
The Commissioner of Customs has been re- 
quested by the Viceroy to take charge of the 
registration of bodts and junks. They are to 
be numbered and proper anchorage regulations 
are to be enforced.| The Commissioner has con- 
sequently issued a notice requiring the boat 
people to register their boats. 
The great nes [ins the east and west dis- 


curable on reasonable terms. - As for the com- 
mercial treaty now in process of tedious negotia- 
tion in Peking, its provisions will certainly have 
no effect in solving the difficulty. The Japa- 


any concessions other than those specified in 
the Shimonoseki Treaty. They certainly can- 
not ask to have their subjects in China placed 
on @ more favourable footing than Chinese 
subjects for purposes of manufacturing. enter- 
prise. Even if they were entitled, we tly. 
doubt whether they would now be dienoeed to 
advance any such proposal. Their experience 
has been deterrent. It is not conducive to 


tricts of Kamlee|has been stopped. Several 
hundred soliers are now stationed there. About 
one hundred old women and widows belonging 
to the west district have sent a petition to the 
Taotai there complaining that their husbands 
and sons have beén killed by the east district 
people. The Taotai replied that he could do 
nothing for them, as the deaths of their husbands 
and sons were caused by their pwn fault. . 

Viceroy Tan Chung-lun has received an order 
from Peking to disband seventy per cent. of. 
the soldiers throughout the whole province of 
Kwangtung. is Excellency has memorialised: 
the throne.to cut off twenty per cent. only, 
for he says that robberies are daily reported. 

The gods of the Wa-lum Monasteries have 
been all skinned by thieves, for they were made 
of clay and covered with gold. The thieves sold 
the skins to the goldsmiths’ shop. 


capitalists should set up cotton-spinning factories 
in Shanghai. Her own cotton yarns would there- 
by be exposed to almost fatal competition in 
Chinese markets. Thoroughly sensible of that 
fact, her statesmen nevertheless caused to be in- 
cluded in the Shimonoseki Treaty a provision’ 
legalizing foreign manufacturing enterprise in 
the settlements in China, their object being to 
show the world that they did not seek to reap 
any selfish or exclusive cemmercial benefit 
from their country’s victories, but that they 
desired to utilize the occasion for the general 
good of all nations. Their action received 
no manner of recognition. On the contrary, 
the proprietors of the first foreign cotton 
mill in Shanghai announced. in their pro- 


mm 
spectus, that the inception of undertaking had 
been rendered possible by the exertions of the 
British Minister in Peking, and foreign critics 
generally ‘tried to convince the public that 
Japan—Japan whose education in the matter 
of the most-favoured-nation-clause had been so 


It will be learnt with very great regret, says 
the N. C. Daily News, that the illness of Mrs. 
George Jamieson! is so serious that it hag been 
thought best that she should return to Englan 
by an early steamer. She will be accompanied 
by Mr. George Jamieson, who has been granted 
leave for that purpose. Mr. Bullock will act 
meantime as Consul and Assistant Judge, Mr. 
L. ©. Hopkins pall replace Mr. Bullock at 
Chefoo, and Mr.}H. P. Joly will succeed Mr. 


Hopkins at the Shipping Office. Treaty, dnd was intensely chagrined to find 


whether a supply of raw material will be pro- - 


nese Government are not entitled to ask for — 


Japan's interests that European and American - 


long and painful—sought to reap an exclusive. 
benefit for her own nationals when she inserted 
‘that particular provision in the Shimonoseki . 


\ 
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‘that all the powers would sharp equally with 


herself. That experiences, we fed, has 
effectually taught the statesmen of this empire 
that egoism is the one safe principal of inter- 
national dealings now-a-days, and even had they 
any shadow of right to include in the new com- 
mercial treaty a clause exempting raw cotton 
from heavy transit dues en route for Shanghai, 


‘they would scarcely negotiate in such a serise. 


What assurance Furopean and American pro- 


. jectors of Shanghai mills have as to supplies of 


cotton we do not. If they can procure the raw 
material at a reasonable price. so can the Japa- 
nese, for the latter now .enjoy most-favoured- 
nation treatment in China. But certainly 
before sinking large sums of money in buildings 
and machinery, it seems prudent to ascertain 
definitely whether the difficulty about transit 
dues can beovercome. The Japanese projectors 
lose nothing by suspending their enterprise at 
this stage. The machinery ordered from Eng- 
land can be sct upin Kiushu, where there is 
ample room for another factory, and the land 
acquired in Shanghai can be sold for more than 
it cost. 


JAPANESE COMPANIES AND 
FOREIG N INVESTORS. 


—__+_—__— 

Nothing could more forcibly illustrate the 
altered temper of the Japanese nation towards 
foreigners than the action taken on the 13th 
March by the House of Representatives with 
regard to the Industria] Encouragement Bank 
Bik. The measure is of considerable magui- 
tude. Its import was fully set forth in our 
columus (Jan. 17th) at the time of the Bill's 
introduction in the Lower House. We need 
only explain, therefore, that the Bank is to 
be a joint stock institution, having for its 
object the furnishing of accommodation ta 
agriculturists and manufacturers, and that its 
capital is to be ten million yen. in fifty thousand 
shares of two hundred yen vach. When the 
House came to read the Bill a second time, an 
influential member (Mr. Kawashima Jun) 
pointed out that whereas, in the regulations 
of the Bank of Japan, a provision appeared 


interdicting the purchase of shares by for- 


eigners, no such provision had been inserted in 
the constitution of the Industrial Bank, and it 
would consequently be possible for foreigners 
not only to acquire the shares, but even to 
obtain control of the Bank. Four years ayo, 
when the “ Strict-enforcement * movement was 
at its height, could there have been any donbt 
as to the Representatives’ attitude towards such 
a question? We think not. They would 
certainly have amended the ‘Bill. in the sense 
suggested by Mr. Kawashima. Indeed, the 
tendency of the Diet in past years was always to 
exclude foreigners from any direct share in 
Japanese enterprises, and of course that 
tendency was immensely accentuated at the 
time when people cried out for strict en- 
forcement of the treaties, and even for the 
introduction of a law penalizing any covert 
assistance lent by Japanese subjects towards 
the acquisition of fixed property by foreigners. 
We have often analysed the sentiment mistaken 
by superficial observers for anti-foreign feeling 
in Japan, and have insisted that it was nothing 
more than a somewhat morbid desire of self- 
assertion ; a species of not unnatural protest 
against the de-haut-en-bas treatment extended 
to the Japanese generally + raicoear an Our 
readers may algo remember that, according to our 
view, the strict-enforcement agitation itself pro- 
duced an antidote to that feeling, inasmuch as 
the doctrine, by finding a prominent place in the 
platform of the extreme wing of the Opposition, 


naturally became a point of attack to the mode- 


rates, and thus, for the first time since 1886, 
a great political party—the Liberals (Jtyu-to) 
—stood forward as champions of unrestricted 
foreiga intercourse. Again, when Japan was 


’ winning her victories over China, and when 


certain writers were predicting that the nation 
would become go “stuck up” as to render for- 
eign residence intolerable, we foretold precisely 
result, our conviction being, 
first, that, as a general rule, the Japanese 
would take their success modestly and 
quietly ; and secondly, that the consciousness of 
having won a title to Occidental respect would 
soothe their morbid anxiety to prove themselves 
ie of something better than supercilious 


patronage. We think that we may claim the 
credit of having: judged correctly, and that the 
attitude of the; House of Representatives on 
Saturday goes far to confirm our views. In 
reply to Mr. Kamashima’s proposal, the Vice- 
Minister of Finance, in his capacity of Govern- 
ment Delegate, | stood up and holdly declared 
that the time was past for exclusive legislation 
against foreigners. It had been prudent, 
doubtless, said Baron Tajiri, to interdict foreign 
ownership of the Bank of Japan's shares at the 
epoch (1882) of that institution’s establishment, 
bat since then|the country had’ progressed so 
fa r that to exclude foreigners from an enter- 
prise like that under consideration by the House 
was no longer desirable or possible. The House 
dividend on the question, 86 voting against, 
and 77 for, the interdict proposed by Mr. 
Kawashima. Jit will be agreed, we imagine, 
that saoch a vote isa most healthy sign of the 
temper of the time. The Japanese are learning 
to see that they should encourage, instead of 
deterring, the ‘investment of foreign capital 
in the country.—Japan Mail. : 


-HUNGKONG. 


i—— —e—- 

The weather has been warm during the 
past week and it seems as if the summer were 
about to sel in in earnest. At the Police Court 
on ‘Thuraday Mr. J.D. Humphreys was fined 
for riding in a prchibited place, and in the 
afternoon an important meeting of the Sanitary 
Board was held. On Friday a very successful 
eoncert was given by the Philharmonic Society. 
On Saturday night a concert’ was given at the 
Club Germania, and the sameevening ths mem- 
bers of the Hongkong Football Club held their 
annual dinner. During the week the shareholders 
in the following companies met—China Sugar 
Refining Company, Limited, Luzon Sugar 
Refining Company, Limited, and the China 
and Manila Steamship Company. Limited. By 
this mail Li Hung-chang is. proceading to 
Russia. He did not land in Hongkong, 
although invited by His Excellency the 
Governor to luncheon. 

The flagship Centurion went into dock at 
Hnupghom on the 26th March.. 

H.M.8. Narcissus returned to port on the 
26th March- and the German gunboat TIltis 
arrived fram Pakhoi. ; 

It is notified{in the Gazette that tha Queen's 
exequatur has been issued empowering Mr. L 
Viucent to act as Consul for Belgium at 
Hongkong. * 

H.M.S. Algerine and Phoenix are to be sent 
out for service,on this station. It is believed 
they are intended to replace the obsolete gun- 
boats Esk and 'Tweed. 

It is notified in the Gazette that Dr. W. 
Knappe has been recognised as in charge of 
the German Consulate during the absence of 
Mr. L. von Loeper, the Consul. : 

At the Magistracy on Monday thirty-nine 
charges of being out late at night without a 
light or pass {were dealt with. In avery case 
but one, which was dismissed, a fine of $1 was 
imposed. i 

At’a meeting of the Field Battery of the 
Hongkong Valunteer Corps held on Saturday 
afternoon Mr.; D. Macdonald, of the Kowloon 
Dock Detachment, was unanimously elected a 
Lieutenant. ! , 

A German !seaman named John Thunen was 
fined $5 at the Police Court on the 27th March for 
behaving in a disorderly manner at the Sailors’ 
Home and gssanlting thé watchman early yes- 
terday morning. 

A Government notification was issued on 
Friday to the leffect that from the 36th March 
the constant isys{#m of water supply will be 
again introduced and maintained until further 
notice in thé public mains throughout the 
city. i 

From Japan papers we learn that the City of 
Rio de ao had had to burn some of her 


woodwork to}enable her to reach. Honolulu; 
while the Czé 
reached Yoko 
board. : ; 

Three privates in the Hongkong Regiment 
were each ae $5 at the Magistracy on Monday 


of Peking is reported to have 
ma with only 15 tons of coal on 


for gambling at Taikoktsui. They were playing 
po tsai with some Chinese gamblers, and when 
the police put in an appearance the Chinese 
bolted and “| Indians were arrested. 


| 


The Ordinance to provide for the recognition 


in the colony of probates and letters of 


administration granted in British possessions : 


has heen approved by Her Majesty. 

On Monday afternoon a sale of Crown land. 
at Yaumati took place. 
marine lot No. 39 and contains 199,500 square 
feet. The annual Crown rent is $1,397. The 
upset price was $19,950 and it was knocked, 


down for $20,000 to Messrs. Leigh and Orange. . 


On Saturday an Indian policeman saw a China- 
man stealing wood 
and he chased the thief into a house. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the constable fell as. he was 
running down some steps and he seriously hurt 
his back. He was taken to the hospital, where 
he is detained. ‘The thief got away. 

A sentence of three“ mouths’ imprisonment 
was passed upon Juan Baretto. a seaman on the 
Energia, at the Police Court on the 27th March for. 
cutting and wounding a fireman named Gaston.‘ 
‘The prigoner and anot man quarrelled and 
were about to fight when prosecutor asked them 
not to: Prisoner replied by pulling out a knife 
and stabbing the peacemaker on the left side of 
his body. ; 

Telegraphic intelligence has been received of 
the death at San Francfsco of Mr. Andrew 
Johnston. Mr. Johnston left Hongkong in the 


P. M. steamer China on the 8th February last, - 


suffering severely from sprue He had been 
resident in the colony for twenty-two years and as 
a consulting engineer and Lloyd’s Surveyor was 
well known. He took a keen interest in the In- 
stitution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, of which 
he was for some time the Secretary. , 

A special session of Justices was held at the 
Magistracy on Monday afternoon to consider an 


application for a transfer of a licence. The ap- - 


plicant was Mr. RK. C. Hurley, of the Grill 
oom, and he asked for his licence to sell 


intoxicating liquors to be transferred to Ng - 


Pak To. ‘Mr. Mounsey made the apylication. 


The police objected to the transfer on the . 


ground that a European manager was & neces- 
sity in a place used by Europeans. The Magis- 
trates—Mersrs. T. Sercombe Smith, BE. W. 
Mitchell, and A. Shelton Hooper—refused the 
application. : 

At a regular meeting of the United Mark 
Lodge, No. 419, E.C., held on Wednesday night, 
Bro. W. M. B. Arthur, S.W., was installed as 
Worshipful Master for the ensuing’ year, and 
afterwards appointed: his officers as follows :— 
S.W., Bro. ‘1'. Spafford; J.W., Bro. G. J: W: 
King; M.O., Bro. W. H. E. Smith; 8.0., Bro. 
D. Hall; J.O., Bro. -H. G. Baker; Treasurer, 
Bro. J. R. Grimble; Reg. of Marks, Bro.- 
G. W. Watling; Hon. Secretary, Bro. W. J. 
Solly; 8.D., Bro. H. E. A. Hoile; J.D., Bro: 
J. Lochead; D.C., Bro. A. G. Dymond; Stew-| 
ard, Bro. C. Rae; 1.G., Bro. J. R. Craik; and 
Tyler, Bro. J. Maxwell. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. P. 
B. Schmacker, lately a. partner in the firm of 
Messrs. Carlowitz and Co., with which he had 
been connected for over twenty years.’ Mr 


Schmucker was making a visit to Japan, in-— 


tending afterwards to return to Europe. Both 
in business and social relations the deceased 
gentleman was esteemed by all who knew him 
and his death at the early age of forty-four will 
be deeply regretted by-his numerous friends at; 
Shanghai and Hongkong. Mr. Schmacker 
made a hobby of conchology, and his collection 
of shells was, we believe, one of the finest private 
collections in pe ee pa 
A very impudent ro was perpetrated a’ 
noou a ae seth March i Bonham Road, the 
victim being an English lady named Mrs. Brown, 


‘who resides in Richmond ‘Terrace, and who, we 


anderstand, only lately arrived in the colony. 
She was. wearing a considerable amount of 
jewellery at the time, one of the articles being. 
a gold watch, and while walking along Bonham 
Road two men, Chinese, went up to her and 
one suddenly snatched her watch and_ both 
bolted and quickly got out of sight. Fortu- 


nately we rarely hear of these daylight robberies ~ 


from European ladies and it is to be hoped that 
in this case the thieves will be speedily caught. 

We have to acknowledge receipt of a pamphlet 
entitled “ Medical Missions,” by Dr. Kerr, pub- 


lished by the Presbyterian Board of Publication __ 


and Sabbath-School Work, Philadelphia. ‘Tt is 


an cloquent justification of medical missions © 


and a plea for their efficient support. 


The lot is Kowloon — 


within the Taipingshan area, . 


/ -There appears to be an impression that the 


“| 
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On Friday night the members of the Institu- 
tion of Engineers and Shipbuilders of Hongkong 
gave their last dance of the season at the City 
Hall. 

The caséa of plague reported during the last 
few days have been as follows :—On the 26th, 
nine ; on the 27th, five ; on the 28th, five; on the 
29th, eight; on the 30th, six. 

A man was charged at the Police Court 
on the 25th March with being concerned 
in the robbery of money and goods of 
the value of $38 from a boat at Tsimshateui. 
Fonr men boarded the boat and the prisoner 
has been identified as one of them. He 
was remanded for further enquiries. The 
robbery was not really an armed robbery, as only 
one of the men had s weapon and that was a 
chisel, while the theft was committed because 
some females in the hoat; would not concede to 
the wishes of the men. On the 30th the prisonor 
was sentenced to six months’ hard labour. 


CHINA OVERLAND [RADE REPORT. 


The native papers] are beginning to grow 
alarmed about the n r of Russian pene 
coming to Peking to|study Chinese, and point 
out how these tactics| were similarly practised 
by the- Japanese before’ their recent victorids 
over China. The iters warn the Chinese 
Government to be very: careful in this matter. 
—China Gazette. 

As all the shares| (amounting to 1,000,000 
yen) which it was decidéd to add to the capital 
stock of the Yokohama Dock Company have 
been subscribed for, tha company has decided 
to call for plans for the construction of docks 
to accommodate ships of 10,000 tons burden. 
One smaller dock has been completed and anothér 
will be finished by October next.— Advertiser. 
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COMMERCIAL. 


TEA. 
EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO GREAT 


be [ I BRITAIN. 
Dairy Farm Co., Limited, will be entitled to 


; ' 1895-96 1894-95 
compensation from the Government in respect | Ibs. Ibs. 
of the animals slaughtered on account of cattle | Canton and Macao ....1. 7,146,099 7,813,790 
plague. The point is a doubtful one. The | Amoy.....cw ed. | 760,842 772,692 
Ordinance provides that compensation shall | Foochow ...... 0... ../.11,175,408 14,357,218 
be paid in respect of animals slaughtered | Shanghai aad Hankow.z1,1i1,512 21,591,499 

“under the provisions of the Ordinance, exept |____. =e 
in cases where disease manifests iteelf within . 40,493,861 44,535,229 


three days of the importation of an animal. 
From the minntes of the Sanitary Board as 
published in the lust Gazette. however, it does 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA, 


sce . 

not appaar thut the slaughter of the Dairy ; ; ante bar the 

Farm Company's cattle was ordered by the | Amoy.iccccsseererds edb 063,055 19,447,739 

Board. The question is whether compensation | Foochow ......cceceeee.. ject 6,006,601 4,626,635 

can be claimed for animals slaughtered without | Shanghai ..............,-..:29,029,320 25,796,160 

such order. It seems to be a point for the ee -— 

lawyers. 49,761,026. 49,870,454 
Oo Saturday evening the marriage in Bom- yee Aare ; 

bay of the grandson of Mr. E. Pabaney, one of EXPOR' OF THA [FROM CHINA TO 

the best known of Indian merchants in Hong- ODESSA. — 

kong, was celebrated by a dinner and an Indian i proes eg 

musical gathering given at Mr. Chater’s bun- — : ent 

galow, Kowloon, which had been lent for the Rankow and Shanghaj...27,210,063 22,555,223 


occasion. About two hundred guests were 
present, the chairman being Mr. Hassum- 
bhoy. the local mauager for the firm. After 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM JAPAV 10 UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


1 305, 4) Ps 
divner Mr. A. Seth, in a well conceived speech, : eae ean 
proposed health and prosperity to the bride and | Yokohama vse. sestesees29,773,503 28,686,847 
bridagroom, and the-toast was enthusiastically | Kobe ......... ene weissee.18,825,900 16,726,614 
drank. The reply was made by the chairman, pe a es 
who is a nephew of Mr. Pabaney, and he men- {48,399,403 45,413,461- 


tioned that the marriage took place on the 10th 
Febrnary in Bombay. ‘The celebration was 
not held sooner because the fust holidays expired 
last week. He thanked every one present for 
attending dnd in conclusion proposed the health 
of Hon. C. P. Chater. The Indian musical 
entertainment was then given and proved most 
interesting and enjoyable. and the whole of the 
numerous guests cordially showed their appre- 
ciation of the hospitality of the host and the 
kindness of the chairman. 


SILK. 

SHangHal, 26th March.— (From Messrs. Cromie 
and Burkill’s circular.)—London advices cf 24th 
quote a quiet market with Blue Elephants 
at 10/6. Raw Silk.There has been a general 
decline in prices of White Silks, but only a very 
moderate business hag ‘ensued. Large quantities 
are still on offer at ithe parity of ‘Tls. 317} to 
Tis. 320 tor Gold Kilin, so that further business 
is possible before the mail clos:s. Tsatlees.—So 
far settlements are about 500 bales, and the 
quotations below are the c'osing prices of the 
week. Hangchows and Taysanins.—Very small 
transactions. Yellow: Silk.—About 100 bales of 
Kopan, Mienyang «nd Mienchow have found buy- 
ers. Wild silk, Waste silk,and Pongocs.—No 
business reported. ; 

Purchaser include::—Tsa'lees.—Buffalo 2 at 
Tle. 435; Bird Chunling at T s.:85; Mountain 4 
at ‘I'ls. 365; Silver Duuble Elephant at ‘Pls. 320; 
Gold Kilin at Tls. 3174 ; SieLings Quung-foung at 
‘I's. 3124; Blue Phenix at. Tls. 3074. Hangchow 
Tsatlees.—Lanbock |at- Tls. 320; Lanping at 
‘Ts 30u. ‘Taysuam,—%/12 Moas Double Butterfly: 
1 at Tis. 3273. Ybllow Silk.—Mienchow at 
Tis. 242); Mevyang at ‘I'ls. 285 tu Tis. 238}; Ko- 
pun at Tis, 230. ; : 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND 
JAPAN, IO EUROPE. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


—_——_— > 

Influenza of a mild type is very prevalent in 
Kobe just now, says the Hobe Chronicle of the 
16th March, not only among foreign residents, 
but the Japanese as well. 

At Shanghai on the 23rd March a ball was 
given at the Astor Honse by Mr. TF. K. Jerni- 
gan (U.S. Consul-General) and Mrs. Jernigan 
to Admiral McNair (commanding the U.S. 
Asiatic Squadron) and Mrs. McNair. Amongst 
the guests was H.E. Li Hung-chang. 

The Yushin Nippo statea that pending the 
completion of the steamers which the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha are having built for their 
European line, they have resolved to charter 
one of 5,900 tons from an English company and 


{wo of 3,500 tons each from a French company. aeons ae 
._ A fire broke out at about 6.30 p.m. on the ; 47,202 
24th March ia No. 12, Woosung Road, Shang- cect ts 13,495 
hai, occupied by Mr. Brun, and as it was @ | Yokohama secs ceseceseees 19,864 19,196 
“wooden building the flames rapidly spread and : - - 

did great damage before the Fire Brigade 82,972 ‘79,893 


turned up. The house and Mr. Brun’s private 
effects were both insured. 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND JAPAN 
Great inconvenience is experienced by im-| ~~ 


TO,AMERICA. i 
1894-95 


3-9 
porters at a owing to the fact that every pig bales. 
wharf and godown in Sanhghai is blocked | Canton .......cccccccjccseecsees 9,190 7.207 
with cargo. ‘Two miles more wharfage on the | shanghai ..0.....ccccccces-c--- 9,508 7,573 
Pootang side and four or five extra Customs Ex- | Yokohama......... ..o!.....s00. 26,774 22.921 
‘aminers would be a great boem to all onn- -—— 
signesa China Gazette. 45,472 37,701 | 


a 


| “989 
CAMPHUB. _ 

Honexone, 8lst March.—Large supplies have 
come forward nnd the market is weaker, Quota- 
tions for Formosa are $74.50 to $74.50. During 
the past week sales have been 150 piculs. 


OGAR. 

Honexona, 8lst Murch.—The market is very 
dull and prices are declining. Following are the 
quotations :— 
Shekloong, No. 1, White...$7.20 to 7.25 per pel. 

do. » ¥%, White... 6.61 to 6.64 
Shekloong, No.1, Brown... 


ae 


462to 4.65 ,, 

do. » 2, Brown... 4.55 to 4.58 ,, 
Swalow. No. 1, White... 7.10 to 7.18 ,, 
do. » 2%, White... 6.55 to 6.58 ,, 
da. » 1, Brown... 450 to 455 ,, 
Swatow, No. 4, Brown... 4:47 to 4.50 ,, 


Foochow Suyar Candy veovel0.98 to 11.00 
Slekloong 9.60 to 9.65" 


yr Tre TTY 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
The German barque Cerastes, Hongkong to 
New York, %lst March, took .--5 casks Preserves, 
60 cases Preserves, 40 packages Canes, 200 cases 


Fans, 605 packages Rattanware. |,000 cases 


Cassia, 1.450 rolls Matting, ahd 2,396 pa kages 
Meichandise. : 


The P. & O. stean.er Bombay, Hongkong to 
Londen, v3rd March, took :—6,u12 bales Hemp, 
5 cuses Cigars, 48 puckages Quartz, 37 packages 
Tea, | package Silverware, 61 bales Waste Silk, 
4 cases Silk Piece Goods, 290 cases Chinaware, 5 
casea Blackwoudware, 88 ro.ls Matting, 175 
packages Canes, and 14 packages Sundries ;' for 
Buenos Ayres:—5! j}:ackages Tea; for Man- 
chuster :—150 bales Waste Silk. 


OPIUM. 

Honexaxe 3 st March.—Bengal.—The market 
has ruled st: aly and prices close much the same 
as at date ot laxt report, New Putna b. ing quoted 
at $757}, Old Patna at $776}, New Benares at 
$742}, and Old Benures at $780. 

Malwa.—There have been very few sales during 
the interval and the market closes weak. The 
following are the latest figures :— 


New ... ......°750 with al’ance of 2} to 4 cts. 
Old (2/3 yrs.).$760 5 2 to3 ,, 
Oldcr.... = 770 }} to 2t ” 


Persian,—There has not been any change in 
prices during the period under review, Oily con- 


tinuing td he quoted at $600 to $630, and Paper . 


wrapped at.¢650 to $700 according to quality. 
To-day’s stocks are estimated as under :— : 
New Paton .......cccseseescereeess seeeee 970 chests 
Old Patna wo... eepeee ee eeeeeeeee 340 ,, 
New Benared ........csccseeeesensssseeeeee 530 
Old Benares ..... vee 110 =~, 
Malwa... .. 800 ,, 
Persian 


Course oF THE Honexona Ortum.MARKET. 


PATNA. | 


BENAREsS, MALWA. 

DATE. | —_______.- 
Rew: | ora. New.| Old. | New. | Old. 
1896. | -$ $18 $ s | $s. 
Mar. 26| 7574 |775 745 | 780  |750/760| 770 
Mar. 27| 755 [775 | 740 | 780 |750.760| 770 
Mar. 28| 7574 |775 | 7423! 760 |7507760| 770 
Mar. 29{ 775 |7423 7424] 780 1750 760} 770 
Mar, 30 775 = (7763, 7423, 780 |750/760| 770 
Mar. 31! 775 ne 7424} 780 |750,760| 770 

RICE. * 


Honexkona, 3lst Murch.—Prices are slightly 
lower under the influence of Jarge arrivdls. 
Closing quotations are :— 

per picul. 

Saigon, Ordinary ............. 

se Round, good qualit 


aero 2.62 to 2.65 

- ONY -eeceescccesscerseeeteeceenne 2eF2 t0 2.74 
Saim, Field, mill cleaned, No. 4... 2.60 to 2.63 
e Garden, ,, No. 1... 2.7940 283 

a” SWIKE achincoa ce oe 3.13 to 3.15 


Fine Cargo ...... sscecceceseeeee: 3 28 to 3.3L 


UVa Ls. 

fTloxukone, 31st March.—Very emall business 
doing and quotations are unchanged. Qunota- 
tions are :— 

Carditl oo... $12.00 to — ex ship, nominal. 

Australian ... 7.25 to 7.50 ex ship, nowinal. 

Miike Lump... $5.60 to 5.75 ex ship, steady 

Miike Small... 4.85 to exship, do 

Moji Luwp ... 40010 5.50 ex ship, nominal. 


ceseeceegeeB24l to 2.45 - 


aaa STE ETT TS 


Tv 


ri 


y 


MisCKLLANLOUS IMPORTS. 


| Honaxone, 3iat March.—Amongst the sales 


reported are the following :— 

AEN AND Prece Goons :—Bombay Yarn.—460 
bales No. 10 at $7t to $77.50, 345 bules No. 12 at 
$71.60 to $76, 276 Lalea No. 16 at $84.50 to $90, 
530 bales No. 20 ut $78 to $91. Grey Shirtings.— 
1,000 pieces 10 Ibs. Blue 5 Men at §3.75, 600 
pieces 8} Ibs, 3 Dogs at $2.92}. White Shirtings.— 
2.50) pieces No. 2,000 at £4.45, 600 pieces Blue 
lion at $5.40. T-Cloths.—875 pieves 7 lbs. Mexi- 
can Gold Pheasant at $1.90. Dills.—450 pieces 
14 lbs. Diagen at $3.38. 

Merars :—fron.—’00 kees wire pails at ©4.45. 
Yellow Metals.—160 cases new 11/14 ozs. nt $25.50, 
lud’ cases new 16/22 ozs. at $24.50. Tin —21-0 

boxes tinplates at $5.10. Quicksilver.—250 flasks 
at $1LL. 
CorT6n Yarn. 


_ per bale 
Bombay— Nos. 10 to 20 ......$65.00 to $91.50 
EnglisL—Nos. 16 to 24 ...... 104.00 to 108.00 
» 2210 24 ,,.... 109.00 to 112.0) 
»» U8toB82 wo 114.00 to 119.00 
» SHto 42 ......124.00 to 131.00 
Corton Piece Goons. 
per piece 
Grey Shirtings—6lhs, 4... 140 to 1.55 
Tk. cecesceee 2.65 fo 265 
8.4 lbs....... 2.40 to 310 
Atolvlbs 3.20 to 4.00 
White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd..2.80 to 2.50 
58 to 6b ,, 2.65 to 3.25 
64066 ,, 8.20 to 3.75 
Fine ...... 4.05 to 69.) 
Book-folds. 3.20 to 6.) 
Victorian Lawns—12 yards ... 0.60 to 1.25 
'T.Cloths —filla, (32 in.),Ord’y. 140 to 1.54 
MIbs. (32 ,,).  « 180 to 295 
Glbs. (32 ,.),Mexs. 1.60 to 1.75 
zlbs. (42), 2.15 to 24% 
B8to silts. (36in.) 2.35 to 3.05 
Drills, English—40 yds ,13} to} 3.26 {0 3.40 
L4lbs... oe cece ee eee 


Fancy Co1Tons 


Yurkey Red Shirtings—1} ae 1.30 to 8.50 
5lbs. 
Brocades—Dyed  .....--.eeeeeee 3.74 {0 4.50 
er yard 
Daminsk a... ....cececceseeeesc ees 0.12 to 15 
Chintzes— Assorted voc... U7 ta 0.10 
Velvets— Black. #2 in........ . O21 ta 0.28 
Velvetcems—18 in, icceesesoes 0.16 to 20 


per dozen 
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JOINT STOCK SHARES. __ 
Honarona, 3]s¢ March—A fair amouit of 
business has been put through in most stocks, 
and the market has ruled steady with an upward 
tendency. a. 


ly on the circumstances of the moment. After 
waiting for weeks on the tip-toe of expection for 
the benefits it was promised would acrue to the 
trade in gvneral on the opening of Tientsin, the 
only satisfaction that can now be obtained from the 
dealers when business is proposed ia‘the answer, 
“must makee wait look see bow fashion that 
Newchwangimarket,” hence the very’ poor record 
of business done that haa to be submitted again 
this week. iEverytbing looks very favour.bie in 
that Northern Port, but, notwithstanding the 
lareness of stocks, residents do not anticipate 
very high rice will be realised for the firet ship- 
ments. ‘The quantity sent up will be quite 
rufficient to thorovghly test the capacity of the 
market and rews is dnxion-ly awaited. Produce 
is in aboundant supply, which is a vety promising 
feature. That enquiry for Tieutsia should be 
elack at present is easily explained by the quantity 
sent up by the first’ steamers compared with 
previous years, and it is not astonishing to learn 


189, 190, and 191 per cent. prem. cash, ‘afid on 
equivalent rates on time. - The latest London 
quotation is £41 15s.; market closes weaker 
with settlement shares offering at‘ 190. | Na- 
tionals have continued in good demand. and the 


rate has risen to $32, after sales at $30 and $31. 


and, with the exception of small sales of North 
Chinas and Yangtazes at ‘quotations, we |have 
no-business to report. China Traders continue 
dull at $78 to $79 and Straits remain out of 
favour at $26. : 


Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghais 7 have 
_further improved their position with’ gdles at. 


MAaRiInE INSURANCES have steadied a bit - 


that the murket has given way as much as a mace 
‘per piece under the pressure of this heavy load. 
Lt certainly looks as though White Shirtings and 
Prints run the risk of being overdone, and yet 
they are the very commoclities that ure attracting 


most attention here ut present. 


Metale.—(From Mr. Alex. Bielfeld’s report.)— 
27th March!:—No business of importance has been 
done during the week, but transactions that were 
aettled before are beginning to be made known. 
In New Metals I have nothing to report in the 


way of contracts. Nailrods are said to have been 


purchased jit Lome, but vot on account of the 
native dealere, who continue to hold back, refus- 


ing to believe present high values can last. Old 
Material._—Contracts have been booked during 


the past two or three weeks as follows :—300 tons 
Hoiler Plates 7ts. to 80s. c,i.f.; 200 tons Steel 
Plate Cutting 848.; %5U tons Steel Plate Cutting 
78s. ; 100 tons Wire Rigging private. Some 2,00 
tons Horse-shces have been bouked at 792. to 83s. 


for Glasgow «and Liverpool. 
this week were settled at 84s. 


1uu tons Liverpool 


Tle. 1.473; 1,280 picul: cobbles at Tis, 1.42$ to2.25; 
40u piculs Hoops ut Tle. 1.15 to 2.40; 160 piculs 
Defective Wire at Tls. 1.74 ; 100 piculs Galvanised 
Sheet Lron at ‘I'ls 374; $1 kegs Blue tine Wire 
at ‘T'ls. 555 per picul; 200 piculs Sheet Tron at 
Te. 3.67) to 40U; 100 tons Cart Tyres at Tle. 
1.80 to 1.844; 350 piculs Bar Iron at ‘Ts. 2.30; 
450 picu's Plate Cuttting at ‘Ils. 1.05 t» 112g; 
100 piculs Old Boiler Plates ‘Tle, 1.69; 100 piculs 


! Handkercbiefe—Imitation Silk 0.40 to 0.85 | Bright Wire Ends ot ‘Ils. 2.0); 350 piculs Low- 
WooLiess per yard woore Bar fron at ‘1s. 4.30. 
Spanish Stripex—Sundry chops. 0.60 to 0.95 
Gerthan .e..ee 1.0) to 1.15 ae 
-Habit, Med., and Broad Cloths. 1.25 to 3.50 . Turspay, 3lst March. 
: pr piece | : CLOSING QUOTATIONS. 
Long Ells—Scarlet 0... fu to 8.00 EXCHANGE, 
Assorted wu. 740 to 810 | On Lonpon.— 
Camlets—Arsorted ......++ee 13.00 {0 27.00 Telegraphic Transfer ...........-... 2/2) 
Lastings—3y yds., 31 inches, } 10.00 to 15.60 Bank Bills, on demand sense es Othe se 2/24 
__. Assorted Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... — 
Orleans—Plain .... sseseserscee 3.00 fo 3.60 Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...2/2% 
ac ae Credits, at + months’ sight ......... 212 
Blankets—8 to Lzlbs. «1.44... 4.20 to 840 | yy camentary Bills, 4months sight 2/3 
MtTacs Sei : j 
os per pen : | pa 
Tron—Nail Bod sssancs sees 8.00 10 3.05 OE pills batdeiaad 0.78 
Square, Flat Round Bar ... 3 to 5 F ; : oe ype ea 9 
Swellish Bar cess. 478 to 4.80 Lo Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 2.83 
Small Round Rod ............ 3.55 to — . _ 
Hop 02... ..cceesceeeennecee ences 4.56 to = | On Oa Pg ar 995 
Old Wire Rope ...... sivas BLOOD oe) ee ee 
© ed uissecesennnres secssseesssessseee 6.92 to U.95 On New| York.— 
Yellow M’tal—Muntz,14/28 07. 25 og oo t Bank Bills, on demand ............... a 
ellow M’tal—Muntz.14/28 oz. ; i GHE. osc conse ec eatewt 3 
Elliot’s, 16/28 02. 24.75 to — | hi 60 days sig : 
Japan Copper, Slubs ............ 26.00 fo 9 — On Bompay.— : 
Bin sesciaaensee os seesceeaccenecsces 35.50 to 35.75 Telegraphic Transfer............0s000 183% 
per box Bank, on demand............--.::e 184 
Tin-Platea ....ccccsscceseereseeee 520 to 5.40 
yer cwt. case | ON CALCUTTA.— 


{ 
j 
Bt eel seictieciencsainusaieadiwisceie 29) 10 
Bunpur's 
per picul 
Quicksilver cece sssecterercseee 20010800 to i 
r bor 
4.15 to 4.20 
per 10-gal. case 
2.10 to — 


Window Glass  cccccsssscenesssee 


Kerosene Oil .....c00.csceeeceeee 


SHanewal, 26th March.—(From Messrs. Noél. 
Murray & Co.'s Piece Goods ‘Trade report.)—It 
ig a notewcrthy thing in this market that our 
Celetial friends are never wanting for excuses 01 | 

——rea-ons for not doing businera, that tend to ne: act 
all the-carcfully cherished schemes of Iinporters. : 
‘There uppears to Le no fixed Irs's tha can be 
rehed apou on which to work, the trad - is parcly 
a2 hand to mouth ove and acesus to d pend entire- I 


Telegraphic Transfer ...............+- 1835 


Bank, on demand..............-.060065 184 
On SHANGHAI.— 7 

Bank, at sight ........-....-..- te 71i 

Private, 30 days sight.................. 728 

YorkouamMa.— ; 

On demand 0.0.0... ieee 1% pm 
On MANILA. ; 

On demand .............ccee eee eee ee eees 16% pm 
ON SINGAPORE.— : 

Ou demand ...............0: cee eee ners 1 %pm. 


Soverrrens, Bank's Buying Fate ...... 8.88 
Gor Leas, 100 fine, perstadd ............46:75 


I bave sold the 
following by auction :—650 piculs Cable Wire at 


Pan ae ees es Big: BS es ba See hes x 
end en et Aa ES SE TR he at pts epee 


Fire INSURANCES continue on the upward 


having been arranged by the local and home 
offices. The inoreased premium affects Chinese 
more than foreign risks, but we understand a 
small rise will be made in the latter. ong- 
kongs, with eager buyers, rose by leapa and 
bounds to $335, after small sales at $825, $330, 
and 335; at time of writing shares are in 
request at last rate. Chinas after further small 


rate more shares are wanted. ; 
SHIPPING.—Hongkong, Canton, and Macaos. 
—The firmness reported in our last continuing, 


in fair lots at $33}, $334, and $333; on! tine 
a few shares changed hands at and 
$354 for June and July and at $344 for April 
30th; market closes with sellers at| $34. 
Indo-Chinas._-The weakness, reported in our 
last has continued and.small sales have been 
effected at $66; at the momont, however, the 
murket appears to have steadied and sellers re-: 
fuse to accept anything under $67}. Douglas's 
have ruled quiet but steady, and we have only 
small sales to report at $52. China-Manilas 
have been the medium of small investments at 
$70 coum div. and close steady at $65 to $66 ox 
div. China Mutuals have found buyers in 
small lota at £9 for Preference and £3 Is. ‘6d. 
for Ordinary £5 paid-up. 

REFINEBIES.—China Sugars appear to have 
again fallen into disfavour and offers to part at 
$127 and $126 have not induced business Lu-. 
zous have also ruled quiet and vellers have ruled 
the market at $75 to $74 cumdiv. At time of 
writing shares are obtainable at $69 ex div. and 
probably a point lower would bring out shares. 

Minine.—The market has ruled firm and, 
rates generally have advanced with fair sales. 
Punjoms have experienced quite a small boom, 
shares having changed hands at $74, $73, $8, $84. 
and $83, market closing steady at last rate. 
Raubs with.the notice of a sixpenny dividend 
have been in some demand, and sales at $5, 
$54, and: $54 have taken place. Jelebus have 
been negotiated at $3, and Balmorals at $24 and 
$3,.closing with sellers at the latter rate. 

Docks, WHARVES, AND Gopowns.—Hong- 


good business—chiefly of an investing nature— 
to 175 per cent. prem., after sales at 172, 173, 
and 174 for cash, and at 180, 181, and 182 
per cent. prem. for June; the market closes 
decidedly strong. Andther job is expected to 
come to the Company in the shape of the steam- 
ship Frejr, which is teported badly ashore on 
the Tonkin side of the, Hainan Straits. Kow- 
loon Wharf Ca. shares have ruled neglected and 
only small sales at $474 h ve taken place. We 
have small sales at $39: to report in Wanchais. 
Lanps, Horeis, aND Burtptnas.—Hong- 
kong Lands have continued to rule quiet ‘and 
en reported; a large deal of some? 
shares is rumoured : a] place 
‘at $73 or $72, but lacks actial confirmation. 
Hotels continue jailed “a 
$24 and $244; a few shares are Wanted for 
June and July at, equivalent rates, bit "si 
de not appear inclined to part for forward 
dates. West Points have again changed hatidls 


i 


bend, the anticipated rise in rates of premia - 


sales at $92 and $924 jumped to $95, at which 


the market gradually rose to $34, after sales : 


kong and Whampoa Docks continue to be in . 
much favour and rates have again;risen with ~ 


ut small transactions at $73 and $734 have - 
lag having’ taken" pliice _ 
steady with further aales‘at 
“sll orB . 


wi 
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however, obtainable at $13} without finding 
buyers. Electrics are on offer at $7 after small 
sales at that. Fenwicks, after further sales at 
$24, have gradually crept up to $26, and close 
steady to firm at that rate. Ices are still en- 
quired for at $103, but no shares are forth- 
coming under $105, at which a few could’ be 
obtained: A small Jot of Carmichaels have 
changed hands at 88 and of Tramways at $924. 
Ropes have changed hands at $190 and Browns 
at $4. 


Closing quotations are as follows :— 


Comrany. (PAID GP) = QVOTATIONR. 
Banks— { ($3624, tellers 
Hongkong & Shai...) $125 | 180 p.ct prem j= 
China & Japan, prf. £4 | nouinal 
. ordinary) £1 103.) nominal 
Do. deferred £1 | £2, buyers 
Natl. Bank of Chin: 
B. Shares ...... £8 | $32. sales & sellers 
Foun. Shares...) £1 | $114, buyers 
- Bell’s Asbestos E. A...) 158, | $10 
Brown & Co. H.G. ...| $50 | & 
- Cuurpbell, Moore & Co.; $10 | $5, buyers 
, Carmichael & Co. ....... $20 | &8. sales 
“China Sugar. ............ | $100 |$12;3, sellers 
Chinese Loan '86 FE. ...,Tla. 250 | 10 p. ct. prem. 
Dakin, Cruick’k & Co! "$5 | $1 
Viniry Farm Co.........., $10 | £3, buyers 
Tenwiek &-Co., Geo. a $25 | $26, buyers 
-- Green Island Cement... $10 [K1o4, vellers 
I. &C. Bakery... | > $50 | $6 
Flongkong & C. Gas vq £10 18100, buyeta 
Hongkong Electric...) €8 |S7.10, saley 
H, HH. L. Trumways 4: €100 |88s, buyers 
Hongkong Hotel ...... : $50 | $244, sales 

ongkong Ice ......... i $25 15103, sulesk& buvers 
H.& K. Wharf & Got §50 | $474, stles 
Hongkong Nope......... j £50 18190, sUlex& sellers 
H. & W. Dock ......... (0 $128 | 175 p. ¢. prem 
Insurances— [S$ 43.70, sales 

Caton... eee £40 ts 260 

China Fire .......00... \ 750 | 91, sles & Luvers 

China ‘Traderm’ ...... €27 IS7K4, sales & sellers 

Jlongkong Fire ...... #50 1S 30, sles & buyers 

North-China ......... £25 \TMs. 230, sales 

Struits .. $20 15:6, sulex & sellers 

Union ......ceeeceeee ees $25 (S210, sales 

UNQUSZE ... ccc cceeee ees $60 [$145 
Land and Building— 

LL. Laud Investment. $50 | $73}, sellers 

Jfumphreys Estate... $10 [89.74, sales & sellers 

Kowloow Land & B. $30 1818, sales . 

West Point Building $40 |€184, eales & sellers 
Luzon Sugur $100 | €69, ex div. sellers 
Mining— 

Charbonnages ......... ‘Fes. 500 | $725 

Jelebut .......ccccsceness $5 1$3, sules 

New Balmoral $3 | €3, sellers 

Punjomt .......c0ee0e0 $4 '$83, sales & sellers 

Do. (Preference). $1 5$2.40, sales & buyers 
Raubs ...+.........60--/138. 10d. $54, sales & sellers 
Oliver - Freehold $$), $54, sales 

: Mines, Ld....... $24 ..$24 
Steamship Coys.— ook ; 
China und Manila... $50 | $85, ex div. sales 
China Mutual £5 [£3.1.6, sellers 
Do Pref. £10 ‘£8.10 
Douglas 8. 5. Co. ... $50 “$2, sa'es & sellers 


H., Canton and M... 

Indu-Chinu S. N. ... 
Waneliai Wareh’se Co. $374 €39, sales 
-Watson & Co. A.S ..12 $10 $13, sales 

CHATER & VERNON, Share Brokers. 


$15 [E43], sales 
£10 “$67, sellers 


SwanacHal, 27th March.—(From Messrs. J. P. 
Bisset & Co.’s report.)—Tbe market for Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank shares lae dragged, on 
nccount of an apparent delay in the iseue of the 
Imperial Edict uutlorising the loan. But tle 
Chinese Loun will be placed on the market on the 
Slat, at £98 percent. Subscriptions will close on 
the Ist April. There has been an active market 
in-Shipping and Wharf ehares. Bunks.—tHang- 
kong and SLanghai Banking Corpcration.—Cash 
shares have changed bands at 188 and 19Uper cent. 
preminm. Our latest Hongkong quotation is 
buyers at 189 per cent. ‘he London rate remains 
onchanged at .£41.10.0. National Burk of China 
shases were pla ed to Hongkong at $27. Ship- 
piog.—Indo-China 8. N. shures were placed at $70 
from Hoagkong, and lo ally at Tls 50 to ‘1s. 50} 
cash, Tis. 51 for March, Tis. 61 to Tis, 52 for 
April, ‘lls. 51 to Tl. 54 for June, and ‘Ils. 53 and 
Vile. 54 for Ju'y. Cush and time shures are 
offering at the clove. ( hina Mutual 8. N. O:din- 
ry shaies, with £5 paid up, wer: purchased from 

. Hongkong at £4.16. Docks.—Shrres in BR yd 
& Co. were sold at Tle 26). Businces was déne in 
8. C. Farnham & Co. shar. at ‘Ta. 1924 for cash, 
for Marck and for Apri}. 
the duioga@shinie H.areetig ard Whawpea 


We qoote Tl. 19.34 as: 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


shares were purchused from Hongkong at 171 per 
cent. premium. Fire! Insurance.— Yangtezes h:!ve 
been in strang demand, and shares have been 
placed at $140 from! Hongkong, and locally, at 


$1874 to 145 for eashj $1424 for March and §]41 | 


for April. Cantona fhuve been sold at $20U! to 
$2u2, and Straits ut $264 both locally and from 
Hongkong, and at $284 for April, ex dividend, 
Fire Insurance.—Hongkonga are wanted at $315. 
Chinas have been plac: a at =91 locally and at $92 
te Hongkong. There are buyers at the sane rate. 
Wharves.—A number of Shanghai and Hongkew 
Wharf shares have changed hands at ‘Uls, 115 cash 
and Tis. 118 for June, and cush shares are wanted. 
Hongkong und Kowloon shares have been pur- 
chased from Hongkong at $474. Mining.— 
Punjom Mining shares were porchased from 
Hongkong at $7. Tug and Curgo Boata.—Shuny- 
hai Tug Boat shares;were sold at T1s, 145 cum 
dividend, and Taku ‘Sug and !igbter shares were 
purchased at T. 'I'ls. 103}. ’ Sagars.—Perak sugar 
Cultivation shares have becn placed for delivery 
on the 10th April at Tls. 42. China Sugar Re- 
fining Co.. Ld. Sha:es have been in strong d:- 
mand, and business has been done at $125 to $180 
cash, and $136 for June. The market is now 
quiet, and we quote $128 as the closing rate. 
Luzon Sugar Refining Co., Ld.—Shares have 
been purchased at ~73 for April, from Hongkong, 
and at >74 for May, cum dividend. Lands.— 
Fully paid up Shanghai Land Investment shares 
h ve been placed nt Ts. 80, and are wanted. 
Fac’ ories, — Busineay has been done in: —Ewos a‘ 
‘18.70, Intervationals at Tle. 73an ¥Fis.724. Inmou- 
Kung-Mows at ‘I'ls. 723, and Rice Mills at ‘Ils, 3°. 
Ice sbaresare wanted. Miscellancous,—Sharghbai 
Waterwork: shareg have been placed at ‘Ils, 22U 
ex div., Shanghni-Langkat Tovacco sharea at Ts. 
$25. and Shanghai Horse Bazaar shares at T'ls. 625 
and Tis. 64, Hall and Holtz, Ld.—Shares bave 
been pliced at $38 and $38!) cum and $36 
exdiv. Sharesin A,S. Watsen & Co. were sod 
to Honglorg at $12.80. © Loans.—Sharghai. 
Municipal Debentures of L8OF were gold at Tis. 105, 
and of 1894 at ‘Ils. lul. S.&H. Wharf Debentures 
were placed at 110. Vhe accrued interest, us 
usual, was paid in addition Ly the buyers. 
Quotations are:— 

Honykony and Shanghai Bunking Corpor ition. 
— $362}. 

National Rank of China, La.—§27. 

National Bank of China, Ld.) Founders.—$107. 

Bank of China, Japan, and ‘I'he Straits, Limited, 
pref. shares.—Nominual. 

Bank of China, Japan.and 
ordinary shares.— Nominal. 

Bank of China, Japan, and The Straita, Limited. 
deferred shares.—£2 per share. 

Indo-China Stesm N, Co., Ld.—Tis. 50 per 
share. ; : 

China-Mutual Steam Nav. Co. pref. sbares.— 
Ts. 824 per share. © 

China-Mutuel Steam Nav. Co. ord. 
Tls. £3 1s. Gd. per share, 4 

Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steambout Co, 
— £324 per Share. 

Douglae Steamship Co., Ld.— $52 per share. 

Ravd «& Co., Ld., :Founders.—Tls. 300 per hare. 

Boyd & Co., Limited.—Tls. 200 per share. 

8. C, Farnham & Co.—''ls. 1944) per share. 

Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Co., Ld.— $3383 
per share. ; 

China ‘Traders’ Insurance Co.. Ld. —$78 per sh. 


The Straits, Limit ed, 


shares.— 


North China Instirarfce Co., Ld. —'T' la, 225 p sb. 


Union [nsurance Society of Canton, Ld.— 
$197 per share. | . 
Yangtsze Insce. |Aasoen.. Ld,.—$115 per share. 
Canton [nsmianée Office, Ld.—$z02-per share. 
Straits In<urance Co., Ld.—328} ver share. 

Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ld —$3l § per 


| share. 


China Fire Insurance Co., Ld.—<91 ver xhare. 

Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co.—''ls. 1Lo per 
share. 

Birt’s Wharf Hide-curife aul Wool-cleauing 
Company.—T ls. 54 per share. 

Hongkong und Kowloon Wharf and Godown 
Company, Limited.—$474 per share. 

Sheridan Consolidated Mining and Milling 
Company, Limited.—'I'lr. 24 per share. 

Punjom Mining'Co., Ld.—$7 per share, 

Punjom Mining Co., Ld., pref. shares—$2 per 
share, 

Jelebu Mining & Trading Co., Ld.—$¢3 per 
share, ° 

Raub Australian Gold Min. Co., Ld.—$4$ per 
share. : 

Shan zhai Tugbéat Co., Ld.—Tls. 180 per a! are. 

Take Tug & Lighter Co, Ld.—'l’, ‘Ils. lus) 
per share. é 

Shanghai Cargo Boat Co.—Tls. 210 per <i ar 
a Carge Boat Co.—Tis. 191 por 

2. 
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. 261 
share. : ; : 
cui Sugar Refining Co., 1.d.—$128 “per 
share. 2 ; 

Luzon Sugar Reffning Co,. Ld.—372 er share. 

Shanghai Land Luvestment. Co., Ld.—Tls. 80 
per share. 

Hongkong Land Invest. & A. Co, Ld.—$78 por 
share. a ‘ 

Kowloon Land & Building Co., Ld.—¢15}. 

Humphreys Estate and Finunee Co., 
— $94 per stare. 

Major Brothers, Limited.—TIs. 30 

Ewo Cotton Spinning & W. Co., 


er share. 
-—TIs. 70. 


International Cotton Mun, Co, The 724. — 


" Laoa-kung-mow Cotton Spinning and Weav- 
ing Co., Int. —'Pls. 724. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Co., Limited:—-Tls, 
300 per share. at 
Shanvhai ice Company—Tls. 180 per ahare. 
Shanghai Gas Co.—'l'ls. 260 per shnre. 
Shangbai Waterworks Co., Ld.—Tis. 220° per 
share. at 


Shanghai Sumatra ‘Tobacco Co.— Ts, 110 per sb. 


Shanghai Langkat Tobacco Co., 
per share, 

Shanghai Langkat Tobacco Co., 
—Nomonal, 

Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., Ld.—Tls, 66 per 
vlar:, ; ‘ 
J. Llewellyn & Co.. Limited.—$70 per share. 
Hall & Uoltz, Ld.—$38 per shure. 
A. 8. Watson Co., Lintited.— Lig per share. * 
BelPa Asbestos Eastern Avency.:-Ld —2£1. 
Hongkiny Electric C., Ld. — $3 per share. 


_Ed.—'1s. 325 


Ld., Foundera’ 


: TONNAGE. — - 

SHANGHAT, 27th Mereh (from Messrs. Wheelock 
& Co.’s report.j—Our freight market hcmewards is 
extremely dull and yninteresting, sng_ considering 
that the nartliern ports are open aguin for steamer 
traffic, it’ is surprising to note how little cargo is 
oflering for shipnidnt to London and New York, 
practically nothing in fact, and the only ocenrrence 
of importance (o shippers during the past few days 
has Leen the appearance of opposition to the Confer- 
ence for both directions. For New Yors an oppos- 
ing steamer has called in and ¢ eared, und consider- 
ing the petty amouut of augo offering for shipment, 
it is not to fe wondered at that she received no sup- 
port. For Londen the new Nippon Yuren Kaisha 
line threatens serious « pposition, but with tranship- 
ment in Hongkong, and another month of the cur- 
rent Conference year still to run, it is improbable 
that she will seriously affect Confereme stéumery’ 
interests just for the present, though it seems likely 
that « lawer scale of rates will exist during the com- 
ing reason. For London rid: Suez.—A_ regular line 
of service continues to Le maintained by the Confer- 
ence Lines, but there is very litte freight offering 
and departing steaniers have little to boust of in the 
quantity of cargo carried by them. For New York 
rid Suez.—Cargo is exceptiunally scarce and prospects 
of any material improvement during the next few 
“weeks seem soniewhat remote. 
Cap.e.—The 2. F. Oakes is practically ready to Joad, 
but prospects of her receiving much cargo from here 
are poor, and the rate asked, viz.:—23s., does not 
xeem to Le any inducement to shippers, low as it may 
uppear. There is no demand for farther chartering, 
though a convenient vesel is now here open for em- 
ployment. For New York. vid Pucific—There is 
hardly any sign of life in this direction. Homeward 
rates ure:—London by Conference Lines, general 
cargo 40s.; waste silk 45s.; tea 508.; Northern Con- 
tinental ports, general cargo 428. 6d.; waste silk 45s. ; 
tet 5Qs.; New York, general cargo 40s.; tea 40s. ; 
New York rid London, general curgo 40s ; tea 50s. ; 
Boston, general cargu 42s. 6d.; Philadelphia, general 
cargo 5s. Above rutes are subjeaf to u deferred re- 
turn, as per Conference circular. “London by Shell 
Line, general cargo 40s. less 10 per cent.; Humburg, 
general curgo U5: net; New York, general cargo 50s. 
Jes 10 percent. favre direct, genesal cargo 37s. 6d. 
net; Genoa, tallow 54 genezul cargo 40s. net; Mar- 
ceilles, tullow 35s. ; general cargo 37s. 6d. net. 453. 
per ton of 20 ewt. for above three ports. New York 
by sail, 2s. Gd.; New York by Pucific Lines little 
doing. Coust rates are:—Moji to Shanghai $1.10 
| per ton coul; Nagasaki to Shanghai'$1 per ton cual. 
Disengaged vexelx in port.—Benjamin  -Sewall, 
American ship, 1,342 tons register; Woolladra, 
British barque, 952 tons register. 


VESSELS ON THE-VERTH. | * 
For {onpon.—Shanghti (str), Nestor (str.), 
Formosa (-tr.), Derdanus (str.), Turbo (str. , 


For Havex.—Dorothea Rickmers (atr ), Kriemhild 
(str.). ' ' aa 
{Fue San Fraxcisco.—Daric(+Ir.), CoToma, Queen 
} Mizabefh. 


Perak Sugar Cultivation Co., Ld—Tls. 42 por 


‘Limited. 


For New York rid | 


Kaisar-i-Hind (str.). .° 


